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PREFACE. 

TH E Papers that compofe tlie fir ft of 
thele Volumes were printed abbut ciglj- 
teen Years ago, to which there are noW 
added two or three fmall Trafts ; stid the Verfes 
ate tranferred into the fourth Vohime apart, 
with the Addition of fuch others as we fince 
have written. The fecond and third will confift 
of feveral fmall Treatifes of Profe, in which a 
•Friend or two is concerned with us#. 



Having both of us been extremely ill "treated 
by fome Bookfellers (efpecially one Edmimd 
Curll) it was our Opinion that the beft Method 
we could take for jullifying ourfclves, would be 
to publilh whatever lobfe Papers, in Profe and 
Verfc, we have f ormetly written ; not only fuch 
as have already Ijtolen into the World (very 
much to our Regiet, and, perhaps, very little to 
our Credit) but fuch as in any Probabih'ty here- 
after may run the fame JFate 5 having been ob- 
tained from us by the importunity, and divul- 
ged by the Indifcretion of Friends, although 
yeltrailied by Promifes, which few of them are 
Wet known to obfetve, and often think they 
make us] a Compliment in breaking, > > 

But the C<^nfequences have been ftill ^rfe : 
We have been intitkd, and have had our Name?^ 

r : B per* 



PREFACE, 

Mcfix'd at Lengthy to whole Volumes of mean 

r roduflions, equally ofFenfive to good Manners 
and good Senle^ which we never law nor heard 
•f tiUthey appear'diii VsxA. . ^ ^ 

For a^ tcrgcry^ in letting a falfc Name to a 
Writing, whidi may prejudice i&odiar^s For- 
ttlne, the Law puniftics tfke Offender with the 
JLofs of his Ears \ but has infli£led no adequate 
Penalty for iuch as prejudice another's Reputa** 
tion> in doing the fan^c Thing in Pript \ though 
all and every individual Book fo fold under 
a fiaUe Name/tt» minifeiUy lo manyftrcral 
^d multiplied Fprgeri^^t * 

• 

\ Jndeed we hoped that the good Nature, or 
ftt leaft the good Judgment of the Worlds would 
«bave dear'd us fnwn the jbnputation^i^iticb 
.Things as had been thus charged upon us, by " 
the Malice of Enemies^ thje Want of Judgment 
Friends^ the Unconcern of indifierentFeisftpiaj 
and the confident AiTertion^of Bookfelkrs. .. 

We are afltam'd to find ib ill a Tafte prevail^ 

; as to make it a neceffary Work to do this Ju- 
liice to ourfclves. It is very pofublefor any Au- 
. tbor to write b^w bimieif ; either ^ has &ib)e£): 
not proving fo fruitful, cr titled for him, as he at 
iirftunagined ^ cr his Health, or his Uumour> or 
the prefent Diipofitien of htsMind, unqualiiying 
him at that Juncture : However, if he pofleifed 
any dilHnguilhing Marks of St]4e» or Peculia- 

. ):ity of Ti^ukingi ^woulo remain in^hrs 
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P RE F AC M., 

leaft fuccefsful Writings fome few Toketi;^ 
thereby Perfons of T^e might difcairer him. 

' But fince it has otherwife ftilen out, we think 
we haW ftiiBciently paid for otir Want of Pru- 
dence, and determine for the future to be 
lefs communicative ; Or rather, having done 
with fuch Airmfetfiveiits, we are fefolved to give 
up what we cannot fairly difdwn, to the Severity 
ot Cridcks, the. Malice of perfonal Enelm^ 
adil the Indulgence of Frtetafev . ' • 

We a^ fbrry f6r the Satire int^rfi)erfed in 

' fome of thefe Pieces, upon a few People, from 
whom the higheft Provocations have been re-. 
eeived> and who by dieii*. Condmft* fince have 
fliewh that they have not yet forgiven us the 
-Wron^ They did; It is .a very unlucky Cir- 
^mfl[:toLce^ to be obliged to nitaimte the InjliT 
ries of fuch Authors, wTiofe Works are fo foon 
forgotten, that we are^' in Paxjger already of 
appearmg theftrft-Aggi effbry/" '!^^ to be la- 
mented, that Virgil let pals a Line, which told 
Pofterity he had two F nemies called Bafvius ^xid. 
Md^trius. The wi&ft Way is ndt oiiee to tiame 
them, (but as the Madman advifed the Gentle- 
man, who told him he wore a Sword to kill 
his Bnetfnin^) t9-let tbm i4Gneiakd they njo&dit 

ofthemfelnjes. And according to this Rule w6 
have a£)ied throughout all thofe Writings whick 
we defign'd for Ae Prefe t Bfit in thefe, the 
Publication whereof was not owing to our Foliy 
iMK^tharof others^ the Onodffion of the Names 

3 % . ^ 



Goo- 



P.JiMMAC 

WHS Bok in ovr Poa/^^. At ibe imrft we caq 

only give them that Liberty now for fomething, 
which they have lb «many Years exerciled tcwr 
^olbm^ of railing mi lecibliDg agav^ft ve%: 
And 'tis fome Coiuaijendation, that we havjp 
pot dove it all this wlyle^. but avoided. mUr 
)icktyto chai^eidze ai^y Peirioa withoiit 
Experience. I^onu^n prematur in Amiurn is ^ 
good Rule for all Writers, Vut 4^y iQi? W»i 
ttrs of Chara£ler& ; becaufe it may happen tq 
thofe who vent Praife o^* Cw^uJ-c too precipin 
tately, as it did to an eminent Engtijb Poet, 
yfkio celebrated a young J^obletnan for ereSing 
t>rjdeH\ Monument, u|^)n % Pron^ yrhick 1;^ 
iord&ip forgot,, tiU it\}ra**dDi»«by ancftl^^c^. 

. In Regard ta Wo Perfo^ only^ wii^ sssj^ 
I^a^Uery, though ever fatiendf ^, or I^fe^t;Inw^^ 

though ever fo luft, had not been indulged* 
fjpeak of Sir JomVmkxugb^ who wa,s a Man 
wit, and of Hoqoi^ j. ^4 ^ie*. 444ifin^ 
whole Name def^:^^ ^ ^^]^£t ifrojji cy^^jf 
IfOvqr of i-esimiiigj* - ^ ; 



We. cax\nQt daij{ (ai^d pfrlvapsmoft Writers 
of' our Kind have be^' n» l^ bsoi^. Ci^^wi* 
ftances) that in feveral Parts of pur Lives, 
iaccording to tJi\e Difpo^tipns we w^e. in, we 
li^ve weitten iCope TJbkings which w^ ms$ inri% 
Bj&yer to Ixave thought on . Some Sallies of Le* 
vity ou^ht to. bp iny^uted to Youth, (fuppofeU 

ii^ 9^^"^^^^ ^ it w^in^Tmttf^ tal^ ij^'Xime 19 

.YflupLwQ wx:9t(?^thup,i) Qtligrg^^o tl\^ Q^iety of 

our 
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PREFACE,' 

our Minds at certain Junftures common to all 
Men« The Publiflliilg of thefe, which wc can- 
not difown, and without otir Confent, is, I 
thinks a - greater Injury, than that of afcribing 
to us the moft flitpkl Ftodtiftions which we can 
wholly deny# ' ; 

This has been ufually prlftifed in other Coun* 
tries, after a Man's Deceafe j which in a great 
Meafui^ acceimts for that manifeft Inequality 
found in the Works of the beft Authors ; the 
CoUeftors only co|ifidering, that lb many more 
fleets r^'^ Price of the Book; and the 
greater Fame a Writer is in PofTelllon of, the 
more of fuch Trafli he may bear to have tack* 
ed fo him. Thus^ it is appamitly the Editor'^ 
Intereft to infert, what the Author's Judgment 
had rejefted ; and Care is always taken to in- 
neripei^ dle& 'Additibm in iuch a Manner^ that 
fcarce any Book of Confeq^uence can be bought, 
without purchafmg fomiethmg unworthy of thie 
Aivth^ aiteng with it* 

But in our own Country it is ftillworiei 
Thc^ v«rf *Bool:£dlits who ha^ fupported 

themfelves upon an Author's Fame while he 
lived, have done their utmoit after his Death 
to l^lm fl by Aidi Pra£Hces ? Bven ft Man^s laft 

WtU is not lecure from being expofed in Print i 
thereby his moft particular Re^rdsy and evea 
kfs dying Tendemeffes are laid open. It ba9 
been humoroufly faid, that fome have filhed the 

«ery kkes^ ^ot Papers left there by Men of 

» 3 
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* Wit 2 But it isQo JMt t9 a£nn, tiytli the Gajn*^ 

iiets of the Sick, and the Clofetsof the Pead, 
Jbave been broke Qpesrand ranlacked to publifh • 
pur prwate Iietjm% V^d diviUgc^ to, J>^zjikmd 
ihe mod fecret Sentiments apd Intcicourfe of 
Friendfhip. Nay, thefe Fellows a^-;^ ajjivt^d 
that Height of Irafrndence, th»t when a& Author 
has publickly diibwn'd a fpurious Piece, they 
have difputed his pwn Name witkliinar in printed 
;Axiverti£emeofs, wbijcH ha^ ImiK ff^J&iS^^ t9 
Ml-. Congrc^e and Vkx* Prior. . v 

' We are therefore compeWd, in RefpeSk te 

Truth, to fubmit to a very great Hardfliip \ tg 
own fuch Pieces as in our ftri^Ur Jiidgnoi^nt^ 
vre would have fuppreifed foe era: :. We -sw 
obliged to confefs that this whole Colleftion, in a 
manner, co.nfifts of whqifc nptqnly t^u^^lr 
unlikely to reach the fotuee, kiit uiiv«<Nrthy ^ran 
of the />ri?/i';// Age ; notour Studies,^ but Qjwr 
Follies I not oiu: Wojijl^t but our ldl«3i<iiS»6^' * 

Some Comfort however it 1$, that all of them 
are innoccat, zf^^mioSk of then^ -flight as. t^ey 
are, had yet a moral Tendency ; either to Ib^-^ 
ten the Virulen.ce of Parties 4gJ^inft each other i 
or to laugh cyat of Couuteliauce iom^ Vijoe or 

Folly of the Time 5 or to difcredit the Inipofi- 
tipns of Quacks and falfe Ecetenders to^i^nce ; 
C]r f o humKle the Arrogance of th§ ilko^^fcuijed 
and envious : In a Word, to leflen the Vmity^ 

and promote th« ^^ Umw^ l^l^^iijmd^ 
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* ■ - II 

Such as th^y are, wemuft in Truth confefs 
i^ey ^re; Owsy and others fhould in J^l^iGe be- 
lief th(^ are,-4^ that are Ouy^, If aoi^y thkig 
elfehasbcj^ printed iavdikhwe really had any 
Hand, it is either intolerably iaiperfect, . or 
loaded witfaufpurious Additk>iis ; fometimed e« 
ven withlnJfertions of Mens Names, which we 
sever meant, and for whom we. have an Efteem 
and Rei|ie£):* - Even thofe Pieces in which we 
are leaftmjured, have never before been printed 
from the true Copies, or with any tolerable De- 
gree of Gorre£mef$i We declare, that this 
CoUeftion contains every Piece, which m the 
idkft^Humour we have written i not fuch only 
as came under our Review or Corre£lIon ; but 
many others, which however imfiniftied, are not 
BOw ia our Power tofuppreis* Whatfoever was 
moor ownPoffe^ioii at lAte Fubttfiimg hereof^ 
or of which no Copy was gone abroad, we have 
a£biaRy defkffi^^^ to fr^ms4 ^ Poffibility c^ 
the like Treatoentt 

M 

Thefe Vokmies Jliloewife win contain all the 
Papers wherein we have cafually had any Share; 
particularly thole written in Conjunflion with 
i»ur Friends^ £Nr/ Arbutbwt and Mr. Gay ; 
and laftly, all of this Sort compofed fmgly by 
either of thole Hands. The Reader is thore- 
ftre deired to da the fame Juftice to thefe our 
Friends, as to Us 5 and to be afTured that all 
the Things called our Mifcdlanies (except the 

Wtfka of Menander Fope^ pubUlhed by B^Lm^ 
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PREFACE. 

toft J m i^iicarfo and Folio in 1717 ; tliofe of Mr* 
Gay by J. Tonforty in Quarto ^ in 1720; and as 
many of thtfe Mifcellanies a$ have oeai for^ 
merly printed by Benj. Tooke) are abfolutely 
furious, and without our Confent impofed up* 
on the Pahlick. 



Tfivickeffbamf 
Mpj 17, 1727. 



JoNATH. Swift, 
Alex. Pope* 
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e O N T E N T S 

♦ Of the FjRST Vqlui^e, 

By T)v.^ IVI.FX'. : 

ADifcmrfe of the ConUjls md DiJfetUukm he* 
twien tbe Nold^ and the Commons A? 

they had upon both thofe States, 
^be Sentiments of a Qbunb-of^vi^ajjA Man^ 

with ReJpeS to Religion an4 QofO0tpmw^ 
An Argument to prow^ That the (^bqUp^ng qfChyi* 

. ^(^i hi 4iUfnd^dxnvi$b j^m hcoHfuemencies^ 

• ^Mdj perbafsy 7U)t pr.o^c^ tb^f W^spqd Mf" 
fe^^propo/sd thereby^ 

A Prt^eSl far tbe Advancement tf Religm% (Mi 
the Reformation of AJamiers, 

A fetter from a Member of tbe Hfiufo^ of Ctmmons 
in Ireland, to a Member of the Houfe of Com- 
tnons in £nglaad| concerning tbe Sacramental 

> T:eJ}. . \ ' 

A^ T ritical EJfaj t{po7i the Faculiies qf the Mind* 

PrediSlions for the Year 1708. Wherein the 
Month mdDay of tbe Month are Jet down^ tbe 
Perfons named y and the great A£iions and En^cfits 
qf Tear particularly related^ as they ^jjUI 
tome to fafs. Written to present the Peeple ^ 
Englandyrc?^ being farther impofed on by 'vuU 
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CONTENTS. 

$nf Mnmack-^makers. Bj Ifaac Bickerftaff, 

Efqi > 

7J?e Accompl^ment qftbejirjl of Mr. Bickcrllaff^ 
^ FrediBions \ being an Account of the Death 
Mr. Partridge the Almanack-maker.- ' ^ 
* ''Squire Bicker ftafF deleted \ or^ T^be Afirolog^cal 
Impoflor cofmi3id^ Bv John Pariridge, Student 
in Pfyfck and Aerology. ' ^ 
A true and imparttal Acanmt ^^tj^f - Proceedings 

of Ifeac Bickcrftaff, Efq^agdmpMe-^^^^^ 
A Vindication of Ifaac BickerftaiF, Efq\ agaif^ft 
what is oijeSed to bim Iff Mr. Partridge m bh 



Meditation on a Sroomftick. 
4, P^f^^Pfsf^ fo^ CorreSHng^ Improving ^ aud J^er^ 
' tainag^ Endiih 7 ongue. M a Lirt^^ithe 
tnofi Honourable Robert Barl of Oxford and 
Mortimer, J^dtt%i^-^re^iir^r of Orea|^ 

Some free thoughts utonjhe S^^^^ of Affairs, i 
the Tear 171+- r^^^^^^^ ' V^! • 

* ^bougbtjt mnforigutSubjeSsi 



■<V* ' r ' 



This is die only Piece in this V ohiiiw 



•4 / 



1 tnrPr. S'eM^, 
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t) I S C O U R S E 

O F T H E 

Coatefts and Pi£[entioa$ 

BET W££N TUB 

NoBfEs and the Commoksih ArHEKsand 

, Rome ; with the Confeq^uences they had 
. upon both thqfe Sif Axps. . 

— Si tibi 'vera ^Uetur, 

Written in the Year 1701. 



C H A P. JL 

^/nr^ I S agreed, that in all Government there 

I is an ab£blute imlimited Power^ 

vrhich naturally ^nd originally i^ema 

to be placed in the whole Body, where-ever 

the executive part of it Ues. This holds in tlie 

Body-nailural ; fot where-ever we place the be* 

ginning of Motion, whether from the Head, or 

the Hearty or the animal Spirits in gegneraU the 

Body moves and afio by a Coafef^l^Qf all its 

pax*ts# 
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2 Contejis and Dijfentions . 

parts. This unlimited powei- placed, Tiinda"-' 
mentally in the Body of a people, is what the 
legiflators of all ages haVe eVideavour'd, in their 
feveral Schemes or Inftitutions of Government, 
to depo(it in fuch hands as would preferve the 
people from Rapine and Opprefiion within, as 
well as Violence from without. Moft of them 
feem to agree in this, that it was a truft too great 
to be committed to any one Man or Affembly j 
and therefore they left the Right ftill ih the 
whole Body, but the Adminillration or execu- 
tive part, in the hands of Onty the iroc, or the ' 
Many^ into which three Powers all independent 
I3odies of Men feem naturally to divide ; for 
by all I have read of thofe innumerable and 
petty Commonwealths in Italy y Grtece^ dhd Si- 
cilyj as well as the great ones of Carthage and 
Ro/ziCy it feems to me, that a free people met to- 
gether, whether by Compacf or famity-Go^ijei'n^ 
inent^ as foonas they fall into any acts of civil 
Society, do of themfelves divide -into three 
powers. The firft is that of Jome one eminent 
fpirit, who having fignalized his Valour and 
Fortune in defente ot his couhtry, or by the 
praftice of popular arts at home, becomes to 
have gi-eat influence on die people, to grow their 
Lf^ljkpr in warlike expeditions, and to prefide, 
after a fort, in their civil Afiemblies 5 and thife 
is grounded upon the principles of Nature and 
common Rcalbn, which in all difficulties or 
tlangers, where Prudence or Courage are re-- 
iquired, dp rather incite us to fly for Counfel or 
vAfliltance to a fmgle perfon than a multitude. 



in Athens and Rome. 3 



The fecond natiiral divifion of power is, of 
Inch men who have acquired large poflefitonsy 
and confequently dcpendancies, or deiccnd from 
AnceilojTS who have left them great inheritances, 
together with an hereditary authority. Tiiefe 
caiily uniting in Thoughts and Opinions, and 
ai6Uiig in Concert, begin to enter upon meafures 
fcHT fecuring their properties, which arebeft up- 
held by preparing againfl: Inyafions from a- 
broadj and maintaining peace at home : This 
commences a great Gotineil or Senate of Nobles 
for the weighty Affairs of the Nation. The laft 
divifion is, of the Mafs of Body of the people^ 
whofe part of power is great and indifputable, 
whenever they can unite eitlier conueftivelj, or 
by deputation, to exert it » Now the three forma 
of Government, fo generally known in the 
fchools, ditFer only by the civil Adminiftration 
being placed in the hands of one, or fometimes 
two, (as in Sparta ) who were called Kings ; or 
in a Senate, who were called the Nobles } or ia 
tile people coUeftivc or reprefentative, who may 
be called the Commofis. Each of thefe had fre- 
quently the executive Power in Gr^^r^, and fome- 
times m Kome : But the power in the laft refort* 

was always meant by Legiflators to be held ia 
balance among all three* And it will be an e- 
temal rule in Politicks amotig every free people, 
that there is a Balance of Power to be carefully 
'held by eveiy State within itfelf, as well as iSL.- 
mong leveral States with each othen 

The true naeaning of a Balance of Power 
either without or within a State, . is beft cpn-r ^ 

Q • celv'd 
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4 Cofitejls and Dijfentions 

celvM by conlidering what the nature of a Ba- 
lance is. It fuppoles three things : Firft, the 
part which is held, together with the hanvi that 
holds it ; and then the two Scales, with what- 
ever is weighed therein. Now confider feveral 
States in a Neighbourhood ; in order to prelerve 
Peace between thele States, it is neceflaiy they 
fliould be form'd into a Balance, whereof one 
or more are to be direftors, who are to divide 
the reft into equal fcalcs, and upon occafion re- 
move from one into the other, or elfe fall with 
|heir own weight into the lighteft : So in a State 
within itfelf, theBalance muft be held by a third 
hand, who is to deal the remaining Power with 
utmoft exaflnefs into the feveral Scales- Now it 
is not necelTary that the power fliouldbe equally 
divided between thefe three ; for the Balance 
may be held by the weakeft, who, by his Ad- 
drels and Condu6l, removing from elthe/ Scale, 
and adding of his own, may keep the Scales 
duly poised. Such was that of the two Kings 
of Sparta^ the Confular Power in Ro7ne^ that 
of the Kings of Media before the Reign of Cy- 
rusy as reprefented by Xempkon \ and that of 
the feveral limited States in the Goiki&k Inftitu- 
tion. 

• When the Balance is broke, whether by the 
negligence, folly, or weaknefs of the hand 
that held it, or by mighty weights fallen 
into cither Scale, the Power will never continue 
long in equ;^l divifion between the two remain- 
ing parties, but (till the Balance is lix'd anew^ 
will run intirely into one. This gives the tru- 

• • ^ eft 
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» ♦ 

Athpns a^i^ Rome r 

eft account of what is underftood in the moft 
ancient and approved Greek Authors by the 
word Tyra7iny^ which is not meant for the feiz- * 
ing of the uncontrollM or abfolute power into 
the hands of a fmgle perfon, (as many fuper- 
ficial men have grofly miftaken) but for the 
breaking of the Balance by whatever hand, and 
leaving the power wholly in one Scale ; For 
Tyranny and Ufurfation in a State, are by no 
means confined to any number, as might eafily 
appear from examples enough ; and becaufe tj|e 
point is material, I (hall cite a few to prove 
it. * - * ■ 

The * Romans having lent to Athens ^ and the 
Greek Cities of Italy y for the copies of the beft 
• Laws, chofe ten Legiflators to put them into 
form, and fluring the Ei^ercife of their Office, 
fulpended the Confular Power, leaving the Ad- 
miniftratlon of Affairs in their hands. Thefe 
very men, though chofen for fuch a work, as 
the digefting a Body of Laws for the go- 
vernment ot a free State, did immedtately u-' 
furp arbitrary power, ran into all the format of 
it, had their Guards and Spies, after the prac- 
tice of the Tyrants of thofe ages, affefted 
kingly ftate, deiiroy'd the Nobles, and opprelVd 
the people ; one of them proceeding io far as 
to endeavour to force a Lady of great Virtue : 
The very Crime which gave occafion to the 
expulfion of the regal power but fixty years be- 
fore, as this attempt did to that of Decern^ 
<viri» ■ ' ^ ' ' 

. * .Dionyf. HaK 1. IO*,,/. . 

. C X The 



» * 



6 CoHteJh and liijjentions 

The Ephort in Spafta were at firft only cer- 
tain perlbns deputed by the Kings to iudge in 
civil Matters, while were employed in the 
Wars* Thefe men at (evcral times ulbrpM the 
ablblute tinthorlty, and were as cruel 1 yrants. 
as any in their ages. 

Soon * after the uhforttmate expedition into 
Siciljy the Athenians chole four hundred men tor 
Adoiiniftration of Aiiairs, who became a Body 
of Tyrants, and were called, in the language of 
ttpTe ages, an Oligarchy^ or Tyrai:iny of the 
Few ; under which hateful <i|enominati€te, they 
tvere foon after depofed in great rage by the 
ptoplc^ 

When f Aibms was fubdued by Ly fonder^ he 
appointed thirty men for the Adminilbration of ^>, 
that city> who immediately fell int<f the rankeft 
Tyranny : But thi$ was not all % for conceiving 
their power not founded on a B^?/f>larp^ enough, 
they admitted three thouiand into a Hiai-e of die 
Government; and thus fertifyd, became the 
cruelleft Tyranny upon reconl. They mur- 
deifdy in cold blood, great numbers of the beft 
men, without any provocafionf from diemeer 
luft of cruelty, like Uero^ or Caligida. This 
was luch a^umber of Tyrants together, as a-^ 
mounted to near a timd part of ^ whc^ctty t ^ 

For X Xent^phon tells us, that the city contained 
about ten thoufand houfes, and allowing out 
. man to every houfe^ lArbo could have ^ny 

♦ Thucyd. lib. 8. f Xenophon. de Rebus 
Gtmcm lib. 2« * I Memorab.4. 3. • . 

flurc 
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ihare in Goverame»t^ (the reft cot^fiftlng * 
of wmieoy. c&ikir^n,. and ib:^^ and making 
ether obvious abatements, tliefe Tyrants, if 
, they had been careful to adhere together, might 
liave % ipgajprky* <npn of idne peoj^ c^lkc*** 

tive. • 

In * ^le tiBie of the fpcond Funick.vf 9X3 the 
Balasceof in Cm$bag£ wM^got on die 

lide of the people, and that to a degree, that feme 
AutJliiw». j^kim the GrQfv^gnment to ii^ve beeA 
then among them a Dominath PJMs Or Tymm^ 
of the QQfnm7iSy which it feem3 they were at aJl • 
tUnes to fall ixAs^y aiui was ^ la& amwg 
the Caufes that ruined their State v And ^ 
frequent Muvdeift of theij: Qenerals> which f 
Hiadmis teUs ns ^was growa .ta an )gftabiyh'4 
cuftom among them, may be another inftance 
that Tyranny is not confined to numbera* 

a great number that might be piioduced : % 1^ 
ia rdiated by th^ Aiothor laii cited « The Oi^r 
lor$ of- the people of- Argos (whether you will 
ftile them in modern phrafe. Great Speakers 
0/ ibg Houfe 5 or only in general, Repiefeitfa* 
fime of mt Hooi# celleSuve) Mrred up ^sSam 
Commons againft the Nobles; of whom 1600 
were jmurder'^ at once, and at laft, the Orators 
lliemfelwe, beea^^ they left off their Accuiar 
tions, or, to fpeak intelligibly, becaufe they 

♦ Polyb. Frag. lib. 6. -f Lib« ao. 

« X Lrib* . , ^ 

, C 3 > raifed 
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8 Contenftons and Dljfentions 

railed a Spirit they were not able to lay- And 
this lall Circumftance, as Cafes have lately 
flood, may perhaps be worth noting^ 

From wlmt halh been already advanced, fc-^, 
veral Conclulions may be drawn. • 

Firfty That a mix'd Government, partaking 
of the known forms received in the Schools, is 
-hy no means of Gothick invention, but hath 
place in Nature and Reafon, feems very well to 
agree with the Sentiments of moft Legiflators, 
and to have been followed in moft States, whe- 
ther they have appearM under the name of 
Monarchies, Arillocracies, or Democracies': 
For not to mention the feveral Republicks of* 
this Compofition in Gaul and Gertnanyj defcri- 
bed by Cafar and Tucitus^ Pclybhis tells us, the 
beft Government is that which confifts of three 
Forms, Re^no^ Optimatium, & Populi impfrb ; 
Which may be fairly tranfiated, the Ki/rgy 
Lords J and Commons. Such was that of Spar-- 
tUy in its primitive Inftitution by Lyairgus j 
who, obfcrving the Corruptions and Deprava- 
tions to which every of thele was liibjeft, com- 
pounded his fcheme out of all ; fo that it was 
made up of Regesy ScnioreSy & Populus. Such 
alfo was the ftate of Rome^ under its Confuls : 
And the Author tells us, that the Romans fell 
upon this Model purely by chance, (which I 
take to have been Nature and commou Rea- 
fon) but the Sparta?i5 by Thought and Defign% 

* Fragm. lib. 6* f Id. ib. - ^ ^ •4 

;s • And 



0 



Seamdlyy It will follow, That diofc Rea- 
foners, who employ fo much of tlieir Zeal, 
tbeir- Wit> and tmir Leifiue> .for the upholdtng 
the Balance of Power in Chriftendom, at the 
^une time that by their praftices they are endea- 
wuiiQg to detboy it at home^ - are not fuch 
mighty Patriots, or fo much in the true Intereft 
ot their Country, as they would affeft, to he 
tlho^l^t'lmtiMm la be employ 'dlike a- man 
who pulls down with his right hand,. what he has 

beeo buiiding withhis kit« 

* ■ * ' 

- ll)irdly^ This makes appear the Error of 
thole who think.it an uncontrollable maxifii^ that 
power is dhn^s iistfer lodged^ m many hemh 
than in one : For if thofe many hands be made 
^ only of one of the three J^iviiions before mea^ 
twm'd, '^t plain from ^fe^Mniples aireody pre^ 
duced, and eafy to be parallelM in other ages and 
countries^ tbat they are as caoabla q& eiSlaving 
fh» jMtionf and of a&ing all manmr of Ty- 
ijranny and Oppreflion, as it is poffible for a 



idbetr nundier^ot only tabe of four or £re huM 
4reiij but above three thoufandf 
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And ioch at Gmtbage v$m the * jtomM ReiftAU^ 

ccty or power in the laft relort ; for they had | 
their KaBg« call'd Suffetesj and ^ Senate which l| 
bad (be power of hMfkty and Fg^h had a 
ihare c&abUihed too» - ■ 



» 
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1 6 * Cantejis and Dijfentions 

Again, It is manifeft from what has been faid^. 
that in order to prefei-ve the Balance in a mixM 
State, the limits of power depofited with each?, 
party ought to be arceiiained, and generally 
known. The defea of this is the caule that 
introduces thofe ftrugglings in a ftate about Pre- 
rogati've and Libei'ty, about enciy)achments of 
the fifw upon the rights of the Ma7iy, and of 
the Many upon the privileges of the Fe^iVy which 
ever did, and ever will conclude in a Tyranny : 
Firft, either of the Few, or the Ma?:j;j but at 
laft infallibly of a fingle perfon : For, which 
ever of the three divifions in a ftate is upon the 
fcramble for more power than its own, (as one 
or other of them generally is) unlefs due care 
be taken by the other two, upon every new 
queftion that arifes, they will be fure to decide ^ 
in favour of themfehres, talk much of inherent 
right : They will nourifti up a dormant pow- 
erf and refei've the privileges w petto, to exert 
upon occafions, to ferve expedients^ and to urge 
upon neceffities : They will make large de- 
mands, and icanty conceflio^i^, ever commg olF 
confiderable gainers : Tlm^ at length the ba- 
lance is broke, and Tyranny let in 5 trom which 
door of the three it matters not. 
' To pretend to a dcclarati^e right upon any 
occafion whatfoever, is little Ms than to make- 
ufe of the whole povvier ; that is, to declare an 
opinion to be Law, which has always been con- 
tefted, or perhaps never ftarted at all befoi e^fuch 
an incident brought it on the Stage. Not to 
confent to the enabling of fuch a law, which has 
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tip viav befideft tibe general gooiiynide& ano^ 
ther lMrfliall at the fame thne pafs, iMth no o-^ 
therview but that of advancing the power of on^ 
>art}r alone $ ^xdiat is this but to cialoi a po» 
Idve voice, as well as a negative ? To pretend 
that great changes and alienations of property 
l^e created new and great dependeiiciis, anil 
confequently new additions of power, as fome 
reafoners have done, is a moil dangerous tenet. 
If Dmrnnion^maft follow property, tetitfoUow in 
the fame place j for change in property through 
the bulk of a Nation^, makes flow marches, and 
its due power always attends* it* To condnde^^^ 
that whatever attempt is begun by an affemblyt 



• • J 






1^ 




1^ 





to the greatfeft 
the cafe : To count it mean, and below the Dig^^ 
of* a Houfey to quit a .profecuti on ; to reic^vd 
upon a oottdnfiofi nefofe ft isjpoffiUe to be ap^ 
prifed of the premifes ; to act thus, I fay, is 
to a(&£t not only an ahfolate power, butinfalU^ 
hility t€H>. Yet focb nnatcoimtable f^recoedings 
as thefe have popular alTemblies engaged in, for 
want of &dng the: due ]imt» Bmudgt 
Frpvikge.'' • , . 

Great changes may indeed be made in a ga« 
wmment^ yetthefonn eooliime^ the ba^^* 
Itace be held : But large intervals «f time muft- 
pafs between every fuch ioftovatioii^ enough to- 
n^t doiwB aiid.ttake it of « pieee "wil^tho warn. 
IKtntion* Such, we are told> were the pro- 
ceedings, of Sifkn^. when he mpdeli d anew the 

. » fiont. 
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1 3 * ConteJIs a7id Dijjfhntions \ 

fions in our own, as well as other ftates, have ' 
been bred by a neglefl of this i*ule, is fre(h and 
notorious enough : ^Tis too loon, in all con- 
fcience, to repeat this Error again, 
f Having fhcwn that there is a natural balance, 
of power in all free ftates, and how it has beerr - 
divided, fometimes by the people themfelves, iwf ' 
iwRcme^ at others by the inftitutions of the 
legiflators, as in the feveral ftates of Greece and 
Sicily ; the next thing is to examine what me- 
thods have been taken to break or overthrow 
this balance, which ever)- of the three parties 
bavc continually endeavoured, as opportunities 
have ferv'd ; as might appear from the ftoriesof 
moft ages and countries : For abfolute power, 
in a particular ftate, is of the fame nature with 
univerfal Monarchy in feveral ftates adjoining* 
to each other. So endlefs and exorbitant are the 
defires of men, whether ccnfider'd in their per- 
fons or their cftates, that they will gi*afp at all, 
and can form no fcheme of perfeft happincls 
i?vith Icfs. Ever fmce men have united int6 
goveniments, the hopes and endeavours after u- 
Biverfal Monarchy have been bandied among 
them, from the reign of NimiSy to this of the 
Mqft Chrijlian King j in which purfuits Com- 
mon-wealths have had their (hare as well as Mo- 
narchs : So the Ather.ia7iSy the Sfarta7iSy the 
^bebansy and the Acbaians, did feveral times ain^ 
at the univerfal Monarchy of Greece : So the 
Common -wealths of Carthage 3,r\d Rome affefted 
tlie univerfal Monarchy of the then known world. 
In like manner has abfolute power been purfued 
> by 



Digitized by Googl 



«(r Athens z^;/^ Ro.vl^.' -Jij 

by the !everal parties of each particular ftate ; 
wherein llngle perlbns have met with moft fuc- 
cefs, though the endeavours of the Fe^zv and the 
'Many have been frequent enough ; but, being 
neither fo uniform in their defigns, nor fo di- 
reft in their views, they neither could manage 
nor maintain the power they had got j but were 
ever deceived by the popularity and ambition of 
iome fingle perlbn. So that it will be always i 
wrong ftep in policy, for the Nobles and Com^ 
mons to carry their endeavours after power fo far, 
as to overthrow the balance ; and it would be 
enough to damp their warmth in fuch purfuits, 
if they could once reflect, that in fiich a courfe 
tliey would b6 fure^ to riin upon the very rock 
they meant to avoid ; which I liippofe they would . 
jtiave us tliink is the 'fyranny of a fingle penon*. 
; Many examples might be produced of \\\h 
endeavours from each of tliefe three rivals after 
abfolute power ; but I fhall fuit my difcourfe 
to the time I am writing in, and relate only, 
fuch (JjlTentions between the Nobles and Covwmisy 
with the confequences of tliem, in Greece and 
Rome J wherein the latter were the aggreflbrs. 
*- I fhall begin with Greece-^ where my obferva-r 
tipns fhall be confined to AthenSy though fevenil. 
inftances might be biou^ht from other ftates 

thereof* '^^If'^ |||^^ 
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14 ' . floniejis and Difentiom^ 

QUA?. 11. 

Of the Dijfentions in Ath^Ks, between the 

Few and the Many. 

THESEUS IS the firft who Is recorded, 
with any a]^pearaDce of truths to have 
'Brought die Greaans from a barbarous manner 
of life, among fcatterM villages, into cities } 
and to have ellabllfli'd the popular State in ^- 
tbens^ afTignlng to himfelf the guardlanihip of 
the laws and chief command in war. He was 
forced after fome time to leave tlie Athenians to 
their own ifteafures, upon account of their fe« 
ditlous temper, which ever continued with tliem^ 
till the final dilTolution of their government by 
the Romans. It feems, thS country about Attica 
was the moft barren of any in Greece 5 through 
which means it happen'^d that the Natives were . 
never expelled by the fury of invaders, (who 
thought it not worth a conqueft) but cor^tinu'd 
"^"wzy^ Aborigines and therefore retained, thro^ 
all revolutions, a tinfture of that turbulent fpirlt 
wherewith their government began. This in-» 
ftitution of Ti6^uj appears to have been rather a 
fort of mixM Monarchy, than a popular ftate, 
and for ought we know, might continue fa 
during the feries of kings till the death of 
Codrus. From this laft prince, Solon was faid 
%o be defcended j who nnding the people en- 
Itaged in <wo Violent faftions, of the "poor and 
tile rich, and in great cout'ufign thereupon ; 

refufmg 
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refiifing the Monarchy which was ofFer^il hlmi 
chofe rather to caft the government after another 

• model, wherein he made due provifions forfet*^ 
tling the balance of power, -chufing a fenate of 
four hundred, and dilpofmg the magiftracies and 
offices according to men's eftates 5 leaving to 
the multitude their votes in elefting, and the 
power of judging rertain proceffes by appeal. 
This council of four hundred was chofen, one 
hundred out of each tribe, and feems to have 
been a body reprefentative of the people : tho* 
the people coUetlive referved a fliare of power 
to themfelves. It is a point of hiftory perplexed 
enough ^ but ;thus much is certain, that the ba-- 
lance of power was provided for j elfe Pijijira" 
tus (called by authors the Tyrant of Athens ) 
cou'4 never have governed fo peaceably as he 
did, * without changing of any of Solaris laws* 
Thefe feveral powers, together witJi that of the 
Archofij or chief magiftrate, made up the form 
of government in Athens, at what time it began, 
to appear upon the fcene of aftion and ftory. 

The firft great man bred up tmder this infti- 
tution was Miltiadesy who lived about ninety 

, years after SoloUy and is reckoned to have been 
the lirft great captain, not only of Athens, but 
of all Greece. From the time of Miltiades to . 
that of Phocion, who is look'd upon as the laft 
famous general of Athens, are about 130 years^. 
After which they were fubdued and infulted by 
AU^cpider'% captains, and continued under fe- • 

f * Herodot. lib. !• 




1 6 dontejl 's and DiJJerttions * 

veraT revolutions, a fmall trucklihg ftrite, of 
name or reputation, till they fell with the reft 
of Gr^r^ under the power of the iJovm/zj*. 

During this period from Miltiadcs to Phcciotty 
I lhall tiace the condutl of the Atbe7iians. wkh 
relation to their diuentions between the people 
and feme of their Generals 5 who, at that time, 
by their power and credit in the army, In n wart- 
like Commonwealth, and often' fuppoited by 
each other, were, with tliemngiftrates and otlier 
civil officers, a fort of counterpoife to the power 
of the people, who fmce the death of Solon had 
already made great encroach^n en ts. What thefe 
difTentipns were, how founded, and what ''the 
confequences of them, I (hall briefly dltd* "irti- 
partially relate. 

. I muft here premife, that die Nobles in Athens 
Being not at this time a corporate aflembly that 
I can gather ; therefore the refentments of the 
Commons were ufually turned againft particu- 
lar perfons, and byway of Articles of Impeach- 
ment. Whereas tlie commons in Rome, and 
fome otlier ftates, (as will appear in prdper 
place) tKough they followed this metliod upon 
Qccafion, yet generally purfucd the enlarge- 
ment of their power, by more fet quarrels of 
one entire alTembly againft another. However, 
the cuftom of particular impeachments being 
not limited to fwrner ages, any more than that 
of general ftruggles and diflentions between fix'^d 
aflemblles of nobles andcommonsi and the ruin 
of Greece having been owing to the former, as 
that of Ko?ne was to the latter, T fliall treat on^ 
' U'iJt/ both . 
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"botli exprefly 5 that thofe ftates who ^fe con* 
cern'd in either (if at leaft there be any fuch now 
in the world) may, by obferving the means and 
-the ifTues of former difTentions, learn whether 
the caufes are alike in theirs ; and if they find 
them to be fo, may confider whether they ought 
not juftly to apprehend tlie fame etfeSls. 

To fpeak of every particular perfon impeach- 
ed by the Commons of Athens y within the com- 
. pafs defign'd, would introduce the hillory of al- 
jnoft every great Man they had among them : I 
(hall only therefore take notice of fix, who living 
in that period of time v/hcn Athens was at the 
JKeight of its glory, (as indeed it could not be 
otherwife while fuch hands were at the Helm) 
tliough impeacb'd for High Crimes and Mifde-^ 
Eleanors J fuch as Bribery y arbitrary Proceed- 
ings y mijapplyi?ig or embexxling fublick FtPidsy ill 
jConduil at Sea^ and the like, were honoured 
and lamented by their country, as the prefei'^- 
<yers of it, and have had the veneration of all 
sages fmce paid juftly to their memories. 
\ Miltiades vj-xs one of the Athc7iian Generals a-, 
^ainft die Perfian power, and the famous Vic- 
tory at Marathon was chiefly owing to his va^ 
lour and conduft. Being fent fome tiqjie aftefr 
to reduce tlie IflandP^m, he miftook a great 
I'ire at a diftance for the Fleet ; and being no 
-vvays a match for them, fet fail for Athens } at 
^is arrival he was ifnpeach'd by the commons 
for Treachery, though not able to appear by 
reafonof his wounds, fin'd 30,000 Crowns, and 
idy'd in prifon. Though the confecjuences of 

D a . .this 
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this proceeding updn the affairs of Athens were 
&o oditrwife than by the UDftknely iofe^"^ 
^reat and good a man, yet I could not forbear 
•relating it. , : . • ? ' -^^ 

i Theirnesct great man was AmJHdest Befid^s 

the mighty fervice he had done his Country in tlie 
wars, he was a perfon of the ilrideft juitice, an4 
Jbeft acquainted with tjie laws as well as forms 

'jof their government, fo that he was in a man-j- 
ner chancellor of Athens, This man, upon a 
Aight and falfe aceufation of famttimng (mfitra^ 
rj Power f was banilh'd by OJiraclf?/!-^ which, 
rendered into rhodern Mngtifik, would lignify that 
th^ voted be Jbould be remwed fnm ttwr Pre^ 
fence and Council for e^er^ But, however, they 
|iad,thie wit to recall him, and to that afVioA 
iWredi:he prefervalion of their ftate'by his*:|fF^ 
ture ferviees. For it muft be ftill confelled \k 

^behalf of ihe Athenian people, that they never 
conceived themfelves perfeiUy infallible, nw 
^anr^e4 to thje hdghts of modern AJfemblieSy to 
'TSim^^ Objlinacy confirm what fuddm Heat a^d 
TcTnerity he^:in. They thought it not below 
the digni^^of an aiFembly to endeavour at cor- 
t^SBiis ^ ail ill ftep $ at jieaft to repent, the' it 

' often tell out too late. - f /« ' ' - i^ ,-.. 
Themijlocles was at firft a Commoner him- 
' felf » ' it was he that raifed the Atbeaianfto tfadr 
greatnefs at fea, which he thought to be the true 
'lyiiyi conftant intereft of that Commonwealth ; 
fiiM^fa Navat Vi&ory xmr Oit^Pifrfiam 

r%.at Salamis was owing to hts conduft. It feems 
tlij^ people obferved fomewh^t of haughtinefs. in 
^ ' V t . his 
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his teiipi^ and Is^liayiour, and therefore banifh- 
led 'bkn fiar Are yeaz^s $ «Uit fiading £omt flight 
xnatt^ of Acculation againft him, they fent to 
feize bis perfon^ and he hardly efcaped to the i 
JPfrfim dwiil^femi ^ettoi^ if the love of ht$ 
•Country had not furmounted its bafe ingrati- 
itm^.ta hiniy he had mair^ invitations to return 
^at-^liD head- the Ferfian .fleet, and take -a 
terrible revenge : But he:rather chofe a volunta?* 
4fy death. 

(^The peo|4e •0f MhmiB hnpeach'd J?tricler for 

^ijiippfying the publick Re<V€nues to his ciun pri" 
\fvate^f^z \U6 had been a perij|n of great de^ 
'§mAv^B^om the Republkdi, was an admrabte 
^^^hr^ and very popular. His Accounts ^vere 
jiflil^iifr ^ CQiddtm then gi^e them up;, 

fj^xeSw^me^Xy ta divert that difficulty, and 
f^ftpfijfyipnrp^ of it, he was forced to engage 

li& flountey in^e JPelGponne/um warr the long^ 
>rfiat ever was known *in Gteece, and which en4- 
,«d in the utter ruin of Atbem* 
^ The fame people having refolved to fiibdiie 
.Sicifyy fent a mighty Fleet under the Command 
j0i JticiaSf Lamacbus^ and Alcibiades ; the two 
^ibrmer, pei^Ibns of age and experience ^ the 1^ - 
>5a young Man of noble birth, excellent educa- 
^4100^ and a plentiful fortune A little before 
<aha Eleet (et &il^ it feems one night i]ie ftone- 
images of Mercury j placed in feveral parts of the 
j£ity, were all pared in tlie face ^ This a^ion 
Jbbemam interpreted for a defign of de- 
;ftroying the popular ftate 5 and Alcibiades having • 
JliMihr iooMviy for the like froli(:ks and 
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?xcurfions, was ijnmediatciy accused of tUsf 
He, whether conlclous of his Innocence, or al- 
lur d of the fecrccy, offered to come to his Tryal 
before he went to liis command ; this the Athe- 
mews refus'd. But as foon as he was got to 
Stcily, they fent for lum back, defigning to take 
the advantage, andproiecute him in the ablbnce' 
ot his tnends, and of ihe army, where he was 
very powerful. It; leems, he underllood the re- 
Icntments of a popular aflembly too well to truft 
the.n ; and dierefore, inftead of returning, e- 
fcapd to Sparta; where his defires of revenge 
prevailing over his love to his Country, he be- 
came its greateft Enemy. Mean while, the 
Atkemans htioxQ SicUj, by Uie deadi of one 
Commander, and tlie luperftitioh, weaknefs, 
and perfeft ill condua of tlie other, were utter- 
ly deftroy'd, the whole Fleet taken, a miferable 
(laughter luade of the Army, whereof hardly 
one ever returnM, Some time after this, AlcL 
btades was recaU'd upon his own conditions, by 
the necelTities of the people, and made chief 
Commander at Sea and Land ; but his Lieute- 
nant engaging againft his pofitive orders, and 
bping beaten by Lyfojider, Alcib'tades was again 
difgrac'd and banilh'd. However, the Athaii^ 
having loft all ftrength and heart fmce this 
mistortune at Sicily, and now deprived of the 
only perfoii that was able to recover their loffes 
repent of their ra/lmefs, and endeavour in- vain 
tor his Reftoration ; the Perfian Lieutenant, to 
whofe proteaion he fled, making him a facri- 
fice to the refentments ^M^nfi^K M General 

* ^ . of 
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of the Lacedemonldns^ who now reduces all the^ 
dominioiis of the Atlwiimis^ takes the City,, 
razes their walls, ruins tlicir works, and changes 
the Form of their Government 5 which though 
again reftor'd for fome time by "Thrajybidiis (as 
theur walls were rebuilt by Conon) yet here we 

• muft date the Fall of the Athenian greatnefs j , 
the dominion and chief power in Greece, from 

^lat period, to the time of Alexander the Greats / 
which was about fifty years, being divided be- 
tween the Spartans and T^heham, * Though ?hi- 
lip^ Alexander's father ( the mofi Chrijtian King of 
that age) had indeed fome time before begun to- 
break in upon the republicks of Greece, by Cori- * 
queft or Bribery j particularly dealing large Mo- - 
ney among fome popular Orators, by which he • 
brought many of them (as tlie term of Art v/a9 : 

. then) to Philippi^ze. 

In the time of Alexander and his Captains,^ 
the Athenians were offered an opportunity of pre- 
ferving their liberty, and being reftof a to theit 
former State ; but the wife turn they thought to ' 
give the matter, was by an impeachment and 
lacrifice of the author to hinder the fuccefs. 
For after the deftruflion of 7hebcs by Alexan--^ 
dery this prince defigning the Conquclt oi' A- 
thensj was prevented by Pkocion the Athe?na?t' 
General, then ambalTador from that itate ; who,-^ 
by his great wifdom and flcill at negotiation v 
diverted Alexander from his defign, and reftor'd : 

^ the Athenians to his favour. The very fame 
fuccefs he had with Antipatcr after Alexander ^ i 
death, at which time the government was new ; 

• - *' regulated,-^. 
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regulated by Solo?i"s laws : But Polyperchon^ id4 
hati-ed to Phociony having by order of the young 
king (wholb governor he was) reftor'd thole 
-whom Phocicn had banifti'd, the plot fucceeded, 
Phocion was accused by popular orators, and put 
to death. 

Thus was the moft powerful Common-wealth 
of all Greece^ after great degeneracies from the 
dnftitution of Solon, utterly deftroycd by that 
rafti, jealous, and inconftant humour of the 
people, which was never f^itlsfied to fee a Gene- 
ral either ^iiiorioiis or unfortunate ; fuch ill 
judges, as well as rewarders, have popular Af- 
Jemblies been, of thofe who beft deibrv'd from 
them . 

Now the circumftaiice which makes thefe ex- 
amples of more importance, is, that this very 
.power of the people in Athens, claimed fo con- 
fidently for an inherent Right ^ and inhfted on as 
the undoubted Privilege of an Athenian born^ 
v/as the rankeft encroachment imaginable, and' 
the grofleft degeneracy from the Form that S(h 
ion left them.. In Ihort, their government was 
grown into a Dominaiio Plebis, or ^ra7my of 
the People, who by degrees had broke and over- 
thrown the balance which that leig^iflator had ve- 
ry well fixM and provided for* This appears 
not only from what has been already faid of 
that Law-giver, but more manifeftly from a 
Pad age in Diodorus 5 who tells us, * That An- 
tipat^r^ one ^'AlexanderV Captains ^ abrogated 
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the f9pular Government ( in Athens) and pefior*d 
the Power iff Suffrages and Magijiracy^ to fncb 
mdy as were w&rtb two ^houfand Drachma's j*. 
by 'which means (lays he) that Repiiblick came to 
be [again^ adnrniftefd by the La<ivs of Solon. 
By this quotsttion^ 'tis manifeft that great au-^ 
thor look'd upon Solon s inftkxition, and a po- 
pular government, to be two different tilings - 
Aad as for this Reftor^cn by Antipater^ it had 
neither Conlequence nor Continuance worth ob^ 
lerving. \ 

I Blight eafily produoe many more examples^ 
but thefe are liifiicient : And it may be worth 
the Roader^ tim^ to reflect a little on the merits 
of thecaufe* as well as of the men who had 
been thus dealt with by their country. I (liall 
dlre£l^m na furthex thaa by repeating^ that 
Artjlides was the moft renowned by th« peo}^ . 
themfelves for his exaft Jujlice and Kno^ivledgs 
he the Lawi Aat ^mifiocles w^s a moll fortu- 
nate Admiral^ and had got a mighty ViSory o<vef 
the great King q/TerfiaV Fleet j that Pericles was 
zxi aUe Minifier ^ State ^ an exeeUefit Orator^ 
and a Man of Letters i And laftly, iixztPbocum^ 
bclides the fuccefs of his Arms, was. alfo re- 
nowned for his Negotiations Mroady having in 
an Atnbajfy brought the greatefi Monarch of the 
tVorld at that Twfe^ to the Terms of an honour a-^ 
hie Peace y hy winch bis Comtiy was preferved^ ^ 
. I (hall conclude my remarks upon Athenfi 
with thp charaftcr given us of that people bjr 
Polybius. About this Time (fays he) the Atheni- 
ans were gavemed by two Men i ^uite ftmk m * 

, • ^ ^ their 
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J heir Affairs \ had liitle or no Commerce ^viih the 
"i^'e/t of Greece, a^id woere become great reaver en^ 
cers ofcro^vrrd Heads^ » 
For from the time of Alexander s Captains, 
till Greece was fubdued by the -ikomans^ (to the 
latter part of which this defcription of Polybius 
falls in) Athens never produced one famous man 
^^ither for Councils or Ai'ms, or hardly for 
'Learning- And Indeed it was a dark infipid 
period tlirough all Greece : For except the A-^ 
chaiaft League under Aratus and Philopaemen i 
and the endeavours of Agis and Cleome7ies to re-^ 
ftore the State of Spartay fo frequently harrafs'd 
:-by Tyrannies occafionM by the popular pra£H- 
'<es of the Ephoriy there was very little worth 
'^.recording. AH which confequences may per- 
haps be Juftly imputed to this degeneracy of 
MbensJ 



CHAP- ni. 

Of the Diffentions betnjoeen the Patricmns and 
Plebeians 771 Rom 3, ^uu'uh the Confequerioes 
they had upon that State. 

HAving m the foregoing Ch^ipter confined 
mylelf to the proceedings of the Com- 
mons only by the method of hnpeachrncnts a- 
gainft particular perfons, with the fatal effefls 
they had upon the ftate of Athens^ I fliall now 
treat of tne diffentions at Rcme between the 
j)eople and the colle6tive body of the Patricians 

or 



• 

or Nobles. It is a large Subjeft, but I ftiali 
di aw it into as narrow a compal's as I can. 

As Gire^cef from the ttioft ancient accoimt^ 
we have of it, was divided into Ibveral KInsr- 
domsy ib was mott part of Italy * into feverai 
petty Common-wealliis : And as thofe Kings 
in Greece are faid to have been deposed by their 
people upon the icore of their arbitrary pt*6ceed- 
sags, fo, on the contrary, the Cmimon- wealths 
of Italy were all fwallowed up, and concluded 
fa the Tyranny of the Roman £mperor$» How^ 
ever, the differences between thofe Grecian Nio^ 
nairchies, and Italian Republicks^ were not ve^ 
Iff greats For» by the s^xounts gives 
0f thofe Grecia7i Princes; who came to the Sleeve 
of Trgf^^ as well as by leveral pafiages in the 
Odyjfesy It is maniteft, that the pdWer of thefe 
Princes in their feverai States was much of a 
iise with that of the Kings in Sparta^ the Ar- 
c^dn t^ Jthensj l£e Spffetes at CartBage, and 
tile Confuis in Rome: So that a limited and di- 
vided power i^ems to have been the molt antient 
9mA mbevent principles of bMh thofe people, 
in matters of Government. And fuch did that 
of Re?ne continue from the tiine of Romulus^ 
tho' with fome ii^t^n^ptiimsr to Jukus €afa!i\ 
when It ended in tlie Tyranny of a fingle per- 
isax. During whicli period^ (not many years 
fcnger than ferom the Norman €oiiq«elf fo otir 
Age) the Commons were growing by degrees- 

into Power andF^operty, gaining grmmd iipoi^ 
: ' v.:# pionyf^rHalicar* 
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^^I^ Pmrkiimsj a$ it were» Inch by Inchi till 

' at hill they quite overturned tlie Balance, lea- 
ving all doors open to the pra£Uces of popular 
If&na ambitious ment who dei^oyed the wifeft 
Republlck, and enflaved the nobleft People that 
ever entered upon the Stage of the World. By 
^^hat ilcp> and degi ees this was brought to pa^ 
^lall be the fubjeft of my prefent enquiiy. 

While Rotne was governed by Kings, the 
Monarchy was altogether elerave« Ronrnha 
hlmlelf, when he had built the City, was de^ 
^clar'd King by the univerfal confent of the 
'^people, and by Augury, which was there iin- 
derltood for Dmine Appoint7nent» Ainong q- 
they divifions he made of the people, ' w 
^*into Patricians and Plebeians : The foirow'^veS 
like the Barons of E?igland fome .time after the 
Conqueft j and the fatter are alio defcrib'd tp 
' te almoft cxaftly what our Commons were 
then. For they were dependants upon the Pa- 
' friciansy whom they chole for their patrons and 
proteftors, to an{wer for their appearance, and 
defend tliem in any proceis : They alfo fuppUed 
?;their patrons with money in exchange for their 
■'^rdteftion. This cuftom of Patronagfy it fcems, 
'^as very antient^ and long prafUfed among t^ 
greeks. v ' ' . • 

Out of thefe Patricians, Romulus chofe an 
hundred to be a Senate^ or Grand Cotuicily for 
advice and affiiiance to him in the .adminiftra* 
"iion. The Senate therefore originally confided 
all of Nobles y and were of thenifelves a Sta?id- 
\f^^ Council^ the Pe(^k bqing only convoked 

upo» 
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tipon fuch occafions, as, by this inftitiition of 
iiomulus, fell into thei^cognizance : Thole were 
to con^tute M giftrates, to give their Votes 
for making Laws, and to advife upon entering 
on a war« But the two former of thefe popular 
privileges were to be confirmed by authority of 
the Senatp j and the lail was oply permitted 
the King's pleafure* This was the utnioit ex^ 
tent of power pretended to by the Gww^;7J in 
the time of Romulus j all the reft being divided 
between the King and the Sedate ;^ the ^iriiple 
agreeing veiy nearly with the conftitiuion of * 
Eingla?id for Xome Centuries af ter tlx Coni)U|^r 
Atter a year's Interrtgnum from th& deSira of 

RottmIiis^ the Senate of their own Authority 
chofe a SucceflTor, and a Su anger, merely upon 
the Fame of his Virtue^ without afking thecpn- 
fent of the Commons, which cuftoni they like- 
wife obferved in the two following Kings. But 
in the Election of ^arqttinms Frifcus the fifth 
Kipg, we firft hear mentioned that it w-as done 
Fopuii impetrata wnia^ which indeed was but 
very reafonable for a free peojdeio expcft tho"* 
I cannot remember in my little readings by 
^hat Incidents they were brought to advai^ce io 
great a ftep. However it were, this Prince, in 
gratitude to the People, by whole Confeat he 
vfzs cbofeli> elected a hundred "Senates out of 
the Commons, whofe number, with former ad- 
'liitions, was now mounted to three hundred. 

The people havbig once difcovered tbfeir owflfli 
ftrength, did icon take occafion to exert it, and 

that by very gixat degrees. For at this^ King^s 

E death 
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death (who was murdered by the fons of a for-^ 
mer) beiBg at a iols a iiuccefibr^ Ser^ius 
7uUius^ a Stranger, ana of mean esctra^itont . 
was choien Frote6tor of the kingdom, by the 
FeopUf without the Conlent of the Senate ; at 
v^hich the Nobles being difpleafed^ he wholly 
applied himielf to gratify the Commons, and 
was hy them declared and confinned no longer 
Protector, but King. 

This Prince firlt introduced the cuftom of giv- 
jnjg Freedom to Servants^ lb as to become Gitizene 
• of sqvi al privileges with the reft, which very much 
contributed to increaie the power of the reople. , 
Thus in a very few yedr» th^ Commons pro,<^ 
cceded fo far, as to wreft even the power of 
chufmg a King entirely out of the hands of the 
Nobles J wtuch waa ib great a leap> and caufed 
fuch a Convulfion and Struggle in the State^ . 
that the Conftitution could not bear it } but 
Civil PifTentions arofe^ which immediately were 
followed by the Tyranny of a fmgle peribnf^ as 
this waLS hf tlie utter fubveriion of the regal Go- 
Tfmment, and hf a fettlement upon a new 

Foundation. For the Nobles, fpighted at this 
indignity done them by the Commons^ firmly 
imiMd in a body^ depofed this Prince by plain 
^ force, and chofe Tarquin the Proud y who run- 
ning into all the forms and methods of Tyran- 
ny^ aftw a crud reign, was expelled by an 
univerfal Concurrence of Nobles and People, 
whom the miferies of his reign had reconciled. 

When tlie Confular Qovemment began, the 
Balance of Power between the Nobles and Ple- 
beians 

» 
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l}eians was fixed anew : The two firft Confiils 
were noxiiiiiated bytheNobies» and coniirnied 
hf the Commons 5 and a Law was enafted. 
That no perfon ftiould bear any Magiftracy in 
Romef injufu PopuH^ that is^ without Confent of 
the Cetnmons. 

In luch turbulent times as thefe, many of the 
poorefl: Citizens had contia^d numerous Debts^ 
either to the richer fort among themfelves, or 
to Senators and other Nobles : And the cafe of 
debtors in Rme^ for the firft j^MX ^ Craturies^ ' 
was, after the fet time for payment, no choice 
but either to pay or be the Creditor's Slave. In 
^8 jun&ure the Commons- quit the City in Mu*^ 
tiny and Difcontent, and will not return but ^ 
Mfon condition to be acquitted of all their debts i 
and moreover^ that certain Magiftrates be cho* 
fen yearly, whofe bufmefs it ftiall be to defend 
the Commons from injuries. Thefe, are called 
Tribunes, of the People, theiir peirfons are held « 
facred and inviolable, and the people bind them- 
felves by oath never to abrogate the Office^ By 
thefe Tribunes, in procefs of time, the people 
were groiiy impofed on to ferve tlie turns and 
Mcafiona of reveiife6il or an^tious -men^ and 

to commit fuch Exorbitances as could not end, 
but in the diflblution of the Government. 

Thefe Tribunesy a year or two after ^ir in*- 
ftitution, kindled great Diflentions between the 
Nobles and the Commoais, on the; account of 
Conplami$j^^9eii^AMwB^^ vAmu the latter had 

* Ab Urbe Coadiu. 



Digitized by Go 



JO _ Coiitijif m4 Dijfentions 

i,mpeache.'l^ and the (fonfequences of whole im-f 
peachment (il 1 had not coumied myfelf to Gre- 
cian examples for that part of my fubjecl) had 
like to have been lb fatal to their ftate. An4 
from this tiipe the Tribunes began a ciirtom of 
accufing to the people whatever Nobie they 
plcas"d, leveral of wham were baniih'd or put to 
death in every aget . . . '''^'/\^ ^ 

At this time the Rtmims vftvt very rri^a^ ii^ 

f;aged in Wars with their neighbouring States !^' 
ut upon the kaft^ intervals of peace, die quar^^ 
rels between the Nobles and the Plebeians would 
revive } and one of the moft frequent fubjeds 
of their diiFereiices wds tiie amquered Lands^ 
which the Commons would fain have divided a- ' 
mong the,publick } but the Senate could not be . 
brought to ghre their confent^ For feVeral rf 

the wifell among the Nobles began to apprehend' 
the growing power of the people ; and there - 
. fore knowing what an Acieflion thereof would 
accrue to them, by fuch an addition of proper- 
ty, ufed all means to- prevent it : For this th© 
Appian Family was moft noted, and thereupoir 
moft hated by the Commons. One of them ha- 
vi^ ^^^1^^ Speech againft this divifion of lands^; 
#i|<impeach'a by the people of high Treafon^; 
and a day appointed for his Trial j but dif- 
daining,-tp maljke his defence, choft rftiber the 
ufoal if&ftwjft Remedy of killing htmfelf: After 
wnbfe death the Commons prevailed, and the. 
lands were divided among them* * - 
This point was no fboner gained, but new 
Piilcuiioiis began ; For the Plebeians would 
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fain have a law ena6led to lay all mens JUght9 
and Privileges upon the fame level ; and to en- 
large the power of every Magiftrate within his 
own juxifdiftion, as zpuch as that of t]>e Con- 
fills. The Tribunes alfo obtained to have their 
number doubled, which before was five : And 
the Author tells us, * that their infolence and 
power Increafed with their number^ and the Se- 
ditions were alfo doubled with it. 

By the beginning of the fourth Century from 
the building of Rbmey the Tribunes proceeded ^ 
fo far in the name of the Commons, as to acciife 
and fine die Confuls themfelves^ who reprefent- 
ed the kingly power. And the Senate obferving, 
how in all Contentions they were forced to yieid 
to the Tribunes and People, tljiought it their 
wifeft courfe to give way alio to Time ; there* ' 
fore a Decree was mad^ to fend Ambailadors 
to Athens J and to the other Grecian Common'^ 
wealths planted in that part of Italy called Gf'it^ 
tiaMajor^ to make a Collection of the befl: 
l:lws; j out of which, and fonie of their own> a 
a new compleat Body of Law was formed, af- 
terwards known by the name of the Laws of tig 
^^nvehbe Tables. 

To digeft thcfe Laws into order, ten men 
were cho^n^ and the Adminiftration of all Af- 
fairs left in their hands ; what ufc they made of 
it has been already fliewn. It was certainly a 
great Revolution, produced entirely by the ma- 
wnjuft Encroachments of the people j and 
' - * , ' ■» ' 

f DionyC H^licaj:* 

♦ ^ E J * might • 
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niighthave wholJjr changed the Fate <^ Rme^, 
-if the Folly and Vice of thofe who were chiefly 
corcern M, could have liitFer'd it to take Root. 

• ^ few years after, the Commons made far- 
•wer Advances on the power of the Nobles ; 
Remanding;, among the reft,, that the Confui^ 
ihjp, whkh hidierto had only been difpofed to 
tne former, fliould now lie in common to the 
pictenfions of any Rgman whatfoever* This, 
lio' It tail'd at prefent, yet afterwards obtained, 
and was a mighty ftep to the ruin of the Com-, 
mon-wealth, 

• .^iiat I have hitherto faid of Kcme, has been 
dueflyicollea-d out of thatcxaa and diiigcntwri- 
tK Dionjfius Halkamajfem, whofe hiftory (thro' 
TOB injuiy of Time) reaches no faril;ei tlian to th^ 
beginning of the fourth Cenlurv after the build- 
jng of Rom, The reft I fliall fupply from o- 
ther Authors; tho' I do not think it necelTary to 
deduce this matter any further, lb veiy particq- 
laurly as I have hitherto done. 

To point at what time the Balance of Power 
was moft equally held between the Lords and 
t^niMts in Rjotnsy would perhaps admit a Con- 
troverfy. * poljhius tells us, that in the fecond 
Fwuck War, the Cartbagiaians vyerfe dedining, 
|>eeanfe the Balance' was got too much on the 
fide of t' le people ^ whereas the Romcuu were in 
Aeir greate& Vigour* by the Power remuning 
in diie Senate 5 yet this was between two and 
three hundred yea^s after , the Period Dignj/iui 
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ends with i in which tinje the Commons had; 
made feveral further Acquifitionis. This how- 
ever muft be granted, that (till about the mid- 
dle of the fourth Century) when the Senate ap- 
peared refolyte at any time upon exerting their 
Authority, and adhered clofely together, they 
did often carry their point. * Befides, it la 
obferved, by the beft Authors, that in all the 
Quarrels and Tumults at Rome^ from the Ex- 
pulfion of the Kings, tho' the people frequently 
• proceeded to rude contumelious language, and 
fomeiimes fofaras to pull and hale one-another 
kbout the Forumj yet no blood was ever drawn 
in any popular Commotions, till the time of 
the Gracchi : However, I am of opinion, that 
the Balance had begun many yearS before t6^ 
lean to the popular fide. But this default was. 
correfted, partlv by the Principle juft mention^-, 
ed, of never orawing blood in a xiimult j 
partly by the warlike genius of the people, 
which in iHofe ages was ahnoft perpetually em- 
ployed } and partly by their great Commanders, 
who, by die Credit they had in their ArmieS;| 
fell into the Scales as a further Countemoife to 
the growing power of the people. Befide's, Po-, 
l^biiiSy who lived in the time of Scipio Ajricanus 
file younger, had the fame apjprehenlions of the 
continual Encroachments made by the* Com^ 
mons } and being a perfon of as great abilities, 
and as much fagacity, as any of his age, from 
ob^er^'ing the Corruptions, which, he 6y$, had 

- ■ . * Pionyf. Hal. Plutarch, Off, 
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already entered into the Rmum Conftitutloi)^ 
did very nearly foretel what would be the iffue 
of diem. His vvord$ are very remarkable, and 
with little addition may be rendered to this pur- 
|)ofe t * ^bat thefe Abufes 0id Corruptions fwhicb 
tn Time defiroy a Gon)ernmentj aifk fonjon along 
with the wry Seeds it, and both grow up to^ 
gether ; andthi^ as Kuft eats awoj^ Iron, and 
Worms devour Wood , and . both are a fort of 
Plagues born and bred along nvitb the Suhfiance 
thiy defiroy j fii with enjery Form and Schime of 
Government that Man can invent, fome Fice or 
Corruftum cre^s in with tbe ^ery Infiitutim^ 
nvhicp grows up all along with, and at lafi de^ ' 
firoys it^ \ The iame Author in another place, 
l^Muresfo far as to guefs at the particular Fate 
which would attend the Roman Government* 
He fay§^ its Ruin would arife from the popular 
Tumum which would introduce z Domtnati/t 
Plebisy or Tyranny of the people 3 wherein 'tis 
certain he hadreafom and therefore might have 
adventured to purfue his Conje£hire fo tar^ as 
to the confequences of a popular Tyranny, 
which, as perpetual Experience teaches, never 

hili to be f<dlowM by the arbitrary Government 

a fmgle perfon* 

About the middle qf the fourth Century from 
the building of ftome, it was declared lawful 

for Nobles and Plebeians to intermarry ; which 

(uftom^ among many other Sutes, has proved * 

-■ ' » - 

♦ liib* 5# f Fragm, lib, 6# 
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' f!ie moft efFeftual means to ruin the former, an4 
raile the latter. 

And now the greateft Employments in the 
State were one after another, by Laws forcibly 
enafted by the Commomy made free to the Peo- 
ple, the Confuljhtp itlelf, the Office of Cenfor^^ 
that of the S^uefors^ or Commiffioners of the Trea^ 
fury^ the Office of Pratory or Chief Juftlce, the 
Priejihoody and even that of Dilator* The Se- 
nate, after long oppofition, yielded merely for 
prefent quiet to the continual urging Clamours 
of the Commonsy and. of the tribunes their Ad* 
Yocates. A Law was likewife enafted, that 
the Plebifcitay or a Vote o f the Hcufe of Common 
Ihouldbe of univerfal obligation, rfay, in timeth^^ 
method of enafting Laws was wholly inverted : 
For whereas the Senate ufed of old to confinn 
the Plebifcitay the people'^did at laft, as they, 
pleafed, confirm or (Jifannul the * Senatujcon^^ 

fidta. . ^ ' ; 

• -Appius Claudius brought in a Cuftom of ad*' 
mitting to the Senate the fons of freed men, or 
of fuch who had once been Slaves j by which> 
and fucceeding Alterations of the like Nature,^ 
that great Council degenerated into a moft cor- 
rupt and factious body of men, divided againft 
itfelf 5 and its Authority became defpifed. 

The Century and half following, to the end 
of the third Punick War by the deftruftion of 
Carthagey was a very buly period at Rome: 
'^h.z intervals between eveiy War being fa 

• - » DIpnyf. lib. »» 
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lbioit» that tiie TribuMs and People had hardUfr- 

leiftire or breath to engage in domeftick Diflfen- 
tiQAs i However^ the little time tliey could ipare^ . 
4nras generally employed the lame way. , Sa Te^ 
rerttius LeOy a Ti'ibuney is recorded to have bafe— 
ly prodituted the privileges of a Roman Citizen^ 
in perfeft ipight to the Nobles • So the great 
African Scipio and his brother, after all their 
xnighty iervicesi were impeached by aa ungrate* 
fill Ckmnnons. 

However, the Warlike Genius of the people, 
and continual employment they had for it, fenr- 
cd to divert this numour rrom running into a. 
head, till the age of the Gracchi. 

Thefe peribig^ entering the Scene in the time 
of a full peace, fell violently upon advancing 
the power of the people^ by reducing into prac- 
tiee all thofe Encroachments, which they had 
been fo many years a gaining. There were at- 
that time certain conquered Leuids to be divided^ 
beitde a great ftvvate EftcUe left by a King. 
Thefe the Tribunes^ by Procurement of the el-,, 
der GraccbuSf dedar'd by their Legiflative Au- . - 
^rity, were not to be difpc^ed of by the Nobles^ 
but by the Commons only. The younger brother 
purfued the fame defign ; and beiid^s, obtained 
a Law, UtAt all Italians fliould vote at Elefti^^ 
ons, as well as the Citizens of Rome : In fhort, 
the whole endeavours of them both perpetually 
turned lipoti retrenching the NaUes Authority iqi ^ 
all things, but cfpeciafiy in the matter of Ju^ 
feature. And though they both loft their lives 
ia thofe purfuit9« yet l^ey traced out ^h ways 

' - as 
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were afterwards followed by Marius^ SJHaf 

Pompey and Cafar, to the Ruin of the Romam 
Freedom and Greatnefs. 
' For in the time of MariiiSj Satumus a Tri- 
bune procured a Law, that the Sena^te fhould 
be bound by Oath to agree to whatever the peo-t 
pie would ena£l : And Marm himfelf^ while 
he was in that Office of Tribune, is recorded 
to have with great induftry ufed all endeavours 
for deprefling the Nobles^ and raifingthe people, 
particularly for cranjping the former in their 
Foftjoer of Judicature^ which was tbnr mfi m-^ 
dent inherent Right. 

SjlUzy by the fame Meafures, became perfe£fc 
Tyrant of Rome : He added three hundred Com- 
mons to the Senate, which perplexed the power 
of the whole order, and rendered it inefft6lual ; 
iben flinging off the Mafk» he ^boliihed the * 
Office of Tribune, as being only a fcaffold to 
tyr^tnny,. whereof he had no further ufe/ 

As to Poikpey and Cafar^ Pbfiarcb teOs 
^ that their union for pulling down the Nobles^ 
(bji 4lieir credit with the people) was the caufe 
of the civil war, which ended in the Tyranny 
of the latter j both of them in their Confullhips . 
having ufed all riendeavours and oc^fion^^or 
filtking the authority of the Patrmans^ and gi v« 
inff way to all encroachments of the people^ 
herein they: expelled beft to iind their own 
Account. 

From this ^eduftion of popular encroach- 
ments in Rome^ the Reader .v^ill eafily judge how, 
^uch t^e balance was faUen upon thut -fide; 

Indeed 
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Ijideed by this time the very Foundation was 
removed^ and it was a moral in^gfiibility that 
the Republick could fubfifl; any longer : For the 
Conwions havuig ufurpcd the office of State, and 
trampled on tlie Senate, there was no Governs 
^ent left but a Dfmmam Plebis^ Let us there<« 
fore examine how they proceeded \n thid Coxk- 
jimfture» 

I think it is an univerfal truth, that the pec* 
pie are much mare dexierous at pulling down 
and letting up» than at pre&rving what is iix'df 

and they are not fonder of feizlng more than 
their own^ than they ai e ot delivering it up ag^ 
to the nwrfi Bidder 9 wit^ their own into the 
bargain. For altho'' in their corrupt notions of 
divine worfliip, they are apt to multiply tiieir 
Gods i yet their earthly devoticm is ieldom pai4 
to above one idol at a time, of their own Crea* 
tions} whofe O^ir they pull withlefe murmur* 
ing and much more ikill, than when ihcyjhatt 
' . the Ladingy or even bold ihe Helm. 

The ie?eral Provinces of the Roman £mpin| 
•were now govemM by the great men of ^t^jieir 
State } . thoie upon th^i frontiers with powerful 
. armieSi ei^or for Concpaell or Defence* Thd^ 
G^ernors upon any defigns of revenge, or am^ 
bition were iure to mejpt with a dividt^d power 
-at hon^e^ and tbarefoKie bent all their tlioughts 
and applications to clofe in with the peoplfe, 
5vh6 were now by many degrees the ftrong^ 
' paitjTft Twt9» of the grea^ft fpjrits that Rome; 

fver produced, happen d to live at the fame , 

time^ and to^ exigage^ ifi^^ih^ iskoie {ourfvA^ i 
J- I • and„- 



Digitized by Google 



- - - • ■-• ■ ■ - ■ ■ ■ - - ... 

in Aruuns and Rou^E^ |^ 

axi4 thts at a jvnfture the moft dangerous fgr 
ibch a Conieflt Thefe were Pmnpey and Cafar^ 
two (lars of fuch a magnitude, that their Con^ 
jun^tim wa$ as iikely ta be. fatal as their Oppoji* 

Xhe Tribunes and people having now ubdued 
all competitors, began the laft ^ame of a pre- , 
irttlent populace, which is that of cbufittg them*^ 
felves a Mnjter \ while the nobles forelkw, and 
Hfed all endeavours left them to prevent it. The 
^ople at firft made Ptmpey dietr Admiral, with ^ 
iull power over all the Mediterranean y foon af- 
ter Captain-General of all the Roman FoTceti^ 
«id Governor of Afia. Pompey on the other 
fide reftorM the office of Tribune^ which iiylla 
had put down y and in his ConfulOiip procu|''d 
a Law for examirnng into the Mijcdrriages of 
Men in Office or Command for t<vjenfy Tears pa^m 
Many other eitamplfe^ of Pompef% popularity^ 

are left us on Record, w1>owas n pertett fa- 
vourite of the people, and defign'd to be more } 
but his pMCenliona grew ftale for wailt of a' 
timely opportunity of introducing them upon 
^e Stage. For Caefar^ with his Legions in Gauly 
was a pefpetnal check upon hid deiigns ^ and in 
the arts of pleafing the people, did loon after 
get many length* beyond him* For he tells 
ws himii^, that the Senate* by a bold eflSort 
having made fome fevere decrees againft his 
proceedings, and againft the Tribunes, thefo 
nil left die CHt^s and went owe to his n^rty, « 
and confequently along with them tlie affections^ 
flSnd imapBtts ot the people t which iaiurthcr 

F nianiteii 
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raanlfeft from the accounts he gives us of the 
Citizens in feveral Towns, mutinying againft^ 
their Commanders, and delivering both to h\x 
devotion. Bciides, Cafars publick and avow- 
ed pretenfions for beginning the Civil War^ ' 
were to reftorc the Tribunes and the people op- 
prefs'd (as he pretended) by the NobUs. *; 

This forced Po??tpey^ againll his inclination$,r 
upon the necellity of changing fides, for fear, 
of being forfakeu by both 5 and of doling in^ 
with the Senate and chief Magiftrates, by whom,: 
he was chofen General againlt Cafar. ^ 

, ^Thus at length the Senate (at leall the primi-^ 
live part of them, the Nobles) under Pompeyy 
and the Commons under Cafary came to a finak- 
declfion of the long quarrels between them.* 
For, I think, the Ambition of private Men^^, 
did by no means begin or occafion this War j^- 
tlio' civil diflentions never fail of introducing.^ 
and fpiriting the ambition of private men j whoj^ - 
tlius become indeed the great inftruments for* 
deciding fuch quarrels, and at laft are lure to 
feize on the prize. But no man that fees a> 
Flock of Vultures hovering over two Armiesy 
ready to engage, can juftly charge the bloodi.- 
drawn in the battle to them, though the Car-j^v 
calfes fall to their (hare. For >^hile the Balance^- 
of power is equally held, the ambition of pri-> 
vate men, whether Orators or great Com-if 
manders, gives neither danger nor fear, nor^^ 
can poflibly enflave their Country ; but tl\at 
once nroken, the divided parties are forced to^ 
unit? each to its head, und^r whofe conduct or^ 

:i^i^|f. . . ^ for- i 



zfHk^ttBiis and Rome. 



ftrtulie one^iide is at firft viflorious^ and at lail 
both are itates« «Aiid to piitit paft difpute, 
that this et^tire fubveriion of the KomctmXvcytxKY 
and cw^itution, was altogether owing to thole 
^itefures which had broke the balance between 
the Patricians zwAFleheicuiSj whereof the ambi- 
tioo of particular Men, was but an efl^£l and 
confequMce, we need orAy cottfider,'^ that when 
the uncorrupted part of the Senate had, by the 
iieath of Cdejkr^ ihdde one great rfRnrt to reftore 
Acir former ftate and liberty, the fiiccefs did 
not aniwer their hopes, but that whole affem* 
bly was fo funk in its authority, that thoie pa-* 
triors were forced to fly, and give way to the' 

Sadnefs of the people, who by their own diipo- 
ions, ffirred up with the Harrangues of their 
Orators, were now wholly bent vipon fingle 
9iid deipotick flavery. £lie, how coujid fueh a 
proOigate as AfttCftry, or a boy of eightibh, life 
O^amusj ever dare to dream of giving the law 



^Mti^ fiidi^ and entailed the vileft Tyrant 
1^ diat Heaven in its arjger ever inflifted on- a 
OTXtrpt and poifon'd people* And thi6> witli 
lb Ettfe zpipe2itzr^'& CiJar*s death, tliat whea 
Cicero wrote to Brtft^s, how he had prevailed by 
Ut cfcdit widi ^ promiie hM (Bru^ 

ims) pardon anU^' tecurity for his perfon, that 
great Ro^nan received the Notice with the ut- 
'tttoft i&dignity, and returned Cir^^^ an Anfwer 



to fuch an Empire and 




le ? wherein the 
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j^g CoHiifis "and Diffknthms 

Here ended all (hew or ftiadow of liberty ill 
%(kme. Here was the Repofitpry of aU the wife 
contentions and ftruggles tor power toiween tbil 

•Nobles and Commons, lap'd vip faiely in the 
Bolom of a Hero and SiCaligukh ^ Tiberius and 

Let us now fee from this deduftion of parti* 
cular impeachments^ and general diifentions vol 
Gmci and Rme^ c<ftf€lufion8 may nato* 
rally be formed for inftniftion of any other 
State^ that may haply, upon many points^ la-» 
hour under the like cireumftances. * 



C H A F. IV- ^ 

UPON the fubjeft of ImpeachimHts we may 
obfcrve, that the cuftom of accnfing th^ 
HoSies t0 thie F^ople^ either by themfelves, . er 
their Orators, (now ftyled m JmpeacKment M 
the name of the Commons J has been very antient 
both in Qretce and Rome^ as iiirett-at Carthage ^ 
and therefore may i( Lm to be the inherent right 
t)f a free people^ nay, perhaps it is really fo : 
Bui^en, it is to be confideredy firft, th^ tins 
cuftom was peculiar to Republicks, or fucft 
States where the Adhiiniftratioa was principal^; 
ly in die hands of the Comnp>ns, and ever raged 
more or lefs, according to theu' Encroachments 
upon abfolute power ^ having been always 
looked upon by the wifeft- mm and beft anthors 

of thofe Times, as an effeft of liceniioufnefs, 

and not of liberty { a dilUnftion which po^muit 

tkude^ 
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titude, either reprefented or colleSllve^ hal been, 
at any tune very nice in oblerving. However^ 
•perhaps this ctmoin in a popular States of tm-* 
peaching particular men, may feem to be no- 
•thing eiie lyit tlinpeopie s chufm^, upon occafi^ 
4m, to esrercife fnetr <mti Jorifiii^ion in perfon, 
as \i a Kino; of Engla?id fliould fit as Chiet 
Jiifiice iot his Court ot Ai^'& B^icb \ which^ 
fhef h^, in former tiintt he fimi^ttmes ciid^ 

But in Sparta, which was called a kingly Go- 
wniBient> though the people were perfefily hw^ 
"fttbecavfe the Acfantniftration was in the two 
Kings> and the Ephoriy (with the affiftance of 
thft Sfiaate}" we read of no impeachments by the. 
ficpple^ nor Wism the procefs againft great men, 
either upon account of ambitign or iil coaiduit,^ 
jlboagh it reached fomeumea to Kings tfccm- 
ftlves, ever formed that way, as I cati recollcft, 
but only pafs'd through thofe hands where the 
adminiftratictn tay« Ukewife during the re- 
gal Government in Rome^ though it was infti- 
luted a mix'd Monarchyt and the people made 
great advances in power, yet I do not remem- 
ber to have read of one impeachment from the 
Commons againft a Patrician, till the confular 
State began, and the )>eople had made great 
Encroachments upon the Adminiftration. 
, Aaother Thing to be confidered is, thati al- 
lowing thi$ Right of impeaehment to be as tn« 
herent as they plcafe, yet, if the Commons 
liaw: beoi per^tuaJUy miftaken in the merits of 
-Ae ca«r(es and perfohs, as well sts in the confe-^ 

aiiexic$^ of iuch in^eachmeuts upoj) tliQ jpcacc 
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of the State, one cannot conclude lefs, than that 
the Commons in Greece and Rome (whatever 
they may be in other States) were by no means 
qualified either as Prolecutors or Judges in fuch 
matters ; and therefore, that kwould have been 
prudent, to have refcrved theie privileges dor*- 
mant, never to be produced but upon very great 
and urging occafions, where the State is in ap-» 
parent danger, the univerfal Body of the peo- 
ple in Clamours againft the Adminiftration, 
and no other remedy in view. But for a few 
popular Orators or Tribunes, upon the fcorc 
of perfonal Piques ; or to employ the t'ride they 
conceive in feeing thetnfel^es at the Head of a 
Party \ or as a Method fc^ Advancement \ or 
tno'ved by certain powerful Arguments that could 
make Dcmo&h^nes Philtppize : Forluchmen, I 
fay, when the State would of itlelf gladly be 
quiet, and has, befides, affairs of the laft Im- 
portance upon the Anvil, to impeach Miltiades 
/ifter a great na^val l^l6lorxy for not purjiiing the 
Perfian Fleet : To impeach AnfiideSf the Perfon 
Tiiofi nferfsd a7no7ig them in the Knowledge and 
PraSiice of their La<vjSy for a blind Sii fpicion of 
his aSling in an arbitrary Way ( that isj as they 
expound it J not in Concert with the People :) To 
impeach Pericles, after all his Sern^ices, for a 
fenv paultry Accounts j or to ifnpeacb Phocion, 
who had been guilty of no other Crime but nego-* 
Hating a T^reaty for the Peace and Security of his 
Country : What could the continuance of fuch 
end in, but the utter dlfcourac;cment of all vir- 
tuous Aftions an4 Perfons, and confecjuently 



in Oie Rwn cf aMi ? Therefore tke Hiftori^ 

ans of thofe Ages leldom fail to fet this matter 
inaU its Lights, leaving us the higheftand mofl: 
Itonoitrable Ideas of thoie perfons, who fuffered 
by the perleoition of the people, together with 
Ihe fatSkl Confequences they had^ aiul how the 
perfecirtxHrs feldom«fatled to npe&t when it was 
too late. * 

Th^ impeftcbineiite perjiettiaUy fallti^ upon 
many of the beft men both in Greece and Rcme^ 
arc a Cloud of Witnefles, and examples enough 
to <iifi90i»rage Mea o£ Virme and Abilktes hoik 
engaging in the fervice of the Publick j and 
help on t'other Side, to introduce the Ambiti- 
em, the Cmestomf the Superficiat, and the HI* 

^efigning ; who are as apt to be bold, andfor- 
waxd, and n:ieddling, as the former are to be 

<catiliotis^ and tnod^, and refenred. This was 
fc well known in Greece^ that an eagernefs after 
employments in thp State, was looked upon^ 
by wifcHien, as tfie wwft Title one could fet 

-tip ; and made Plato fay, Thai if all Me^f nvere 
M good as they ot^bt^ the Sltiomd in a Common^ 
mfe^tb woubt be, not as k is nonvj <who fhoukl 

. Minifter of St ate ^ but avho Jhould not be fom 
And Soerites is introduced by Xempbm^ ie- 
Tetely chiding a Friend of his for not entering in- 
to the publick Service, when b| was every way 
4|nal%ed f<^ it. Sucb a backwardnefs there 
at that Time among good Men to engage 
with au uiurping people^ and. a Sett of pns^ma^ 

» ■ • 

• . . * A Lib* ItCi^rab, 

♦ •' ' • tka 
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tkf^m^imi Orators. fflLad KDiodorifs tdJi^ 
\xk^ that when the PetaUjm was ere&ed at Sj^or^ 

€fif^y in imitation of the OJiraclf?n at Athens j it 
was fo notorioufly levied agawft all who had 
either Birth or Merit to recommend ibem^ th^t 
whoever h^ad eitlxer, wkhdrew for Fear> and 
would have no concern in publick Affair** Sfli 
that the people themfelves were forced to abro-. 
^ate it> i^r of bii^giiDg aM Xi^£» into 
Confufion* * ^ ^'if'^^. '^^^' 

There is one Thing more to be oblerved, 
^wherein all the popular impeachments in Gr£a€ 
and Romef ieem to have agreed ; mid that wasj^ 
a Notion they had of being concerned in Pouzttf 
Honour to condeiim whatever Perfon they ini!*^ 
.pefiched, however firivoUiw the Articles we» 
upon which they began, or however weak the 
.^^JL^^ vsfhexeon they were to proceed in theic 
.proofs* For, to conceive tliat the Body of^tlie 
people could be miftaken, was an indignity not 
^be imagined^ till the Confequeaces had con^ 
vinced them, when it was paft remedy* And 
.1 4;OQk upon this as a Fate to ^hich all popular 
f^cqt^^l^^ fubjeft} though I ihould thial^ 
that tlKe fayiftg, Vox Populiy Vox Deiy ou^tto 

ujjj^ljtpg^ univerfal Bent and Current; 

jpf a peofue« not of the bare Majority of a few 
Rcprefentativesj^ which is often procured by 
fie ArtSf and great Induftry and Application.; 
^herein thofe who engage ia llie piurfotis of 
Malice and Revenge, are much nxQie; Icdulous 
t^^Xi inch aa would prevent them, * < 

# ^ • Lib^ XI* . 
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' From what has been deduced of the Diffenit'^. 
ipi in Rome, between the two bodies of Patrici- 
itBs mA Fl^mms, fevoraL Reflections may bet 
inade^ 

Firfty That when the Balance df Power is duq^ 
fisted in a State, nothing is more dangerous or un* 
wife than to give way to Xhtjirji Steps Oti populajf 
Encroaciiments ; whidi is ufually done either in 
Hopes of procuring Eafe and Qmet from fom6 
vexatious Clamour, or elfe Tnade, MMrcbandixe^ 
mmt merely bought and fold. This is hreakiiig 
into a Conftitution to I'erve a prefent expedient^^ 
.w (iippljr i prefent exigency : The remedy of 
.M Empiricky to ftiile the prefent pain, bi}t 
with certain profpeft of fudden and terrible Re- 
turns. When a child grows ea& and conteot 
1^ beings humoured ; ana when a ioVer becomes 
fetisfied by fmall compliances, without further 
l^m'&its; then expeft to find popular AlTeroblies 
content with fmaJl cimceffidns. If there eouldl 
cme^fmgle example be brought from the whole 
conipafs of hiftory, of any one populv Aifem- 
i>ly, who^ after beginning to contend for p6Wer> 
ever fat down quietly virith a certain Share ; Qt 
)S one inftance could be proceed of popular 
AflTembly, t^at ever knew, or propofed, or de* 
dared what lhare of jpower was their due j then 
might there be fome iiopes , tKat it were a ina^> 
terto be adjufted, by Realbnlngs, by Confe- 
rences, or Debates : But fince aU that is mani**' 
feftly otherwife, I fee'no courfe to be taken ril 
a fettled State, but a fteady conftant refolutlou 
IB thoie to Whom the reit of Balance is en- 

tnifte4» 
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trufted, never to give way fo far to popuW/ 
Clamours, as to make the leait breach in thit^ 
Confthtition, through which a DiilUon of A- 
bufes and Encioachmcnjis will ceitainJl^ in time 
force their way • 

Again, from this dedtt6Hon, it wilHrtdt'^S^ 
difficult to gather and aflign certain marks of 
popular encroachments } obferving of wfaichi^ 
thofe, who hold the iPalance in a Stafe, may 
judge of the degrees, and by early Remedied, 

^ luid Applicatidn, put a ftop to the fatal Conle*; 
quenccs that would , otherwife enlue. What 
thofe marks ai Ci has been at large de^uced^ and 
need not be here repeated. ' 

Another coniequence is this : That (with all 
refpeft for popular Affemblies be it ipoke) it is 
hard to cpllcM bne Folly, Infirmity, €ft Vic^ 
to which a fmgle man is lubjefted, and from 

, \vhidi a Body of Commons, either collective or 
ffep^ferited, tan be wholly exempt* For, be-i 
fides, that- ^fhey are comppfed of men witk afl 
theil^'mlfiMiti^ about them, they hs^ve aUb tb^ 
ill Fortune to be generally led afid infttience<|. 
by the very w^rft among themfelves, I mean^i 
fopular Qra$orsi Tribunes, or, as they arenott 
ffyled, Great Speakers ^ Leadt72g Men^ and the 
like. ' From whence it comes to pafs, that ia 
their^Refttlts we have fomedmes fbui;id the §axtA 
Spirit of Cnielty and Revenge, of Malice and 
Pride \ the fame Blindnefs, andObftinacy, and 
i^ii&i^^mtk $ the fame tingovemable Rage' 
Snd Anger ; the fame Jnjuftice, Sophiftiy, and 
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^mxsA^ that em lodged V^jl^ ?^ ^^7 

Again, in all free .States, the Evil to be a- 
Toided is tyranny ^ that i\.to fay, the Summa 
Impeniy or unlimited Power, Iblely in the hands 
Df the 0^e% the £ew^ or the Mmy- Now, we 
have {hewn, that although moft Revolutions <^ 
Grovenxouent in Greece and Rome began with the 
Tyraamy of the people!, yet^they generally conri 
eluded in that of a fmgle pcrfon j fo that an u- 
fiu-piag populace is its own J)upe \ a mere Un- 
derwGorker, and a ParchpTer ia Ti:i»ft: £c»r ibme 
fingle Tyrant, whofe State and Power they ad- 
vance to their ov/n ruin, wid\ as, blind au In- 
tisiStj as th<^e Worms that die with weav||| 
ma^nlncent habits for Beings of a fupcrioi; aski^- 
ture to their own# , . ' . . h. 



• * CHAP. V. • y 

SOME Refleclions upon the late publick 
prof:eedings among ys,.. and that variety of 
Fadions into which we are ftill fo intricately • 
engaged, gave occafion to this difcourfe. I ani. 
n^l conlcious that I have forced oxje ' example^ 
or putit into any other light than it appeared to 
me lo^g l;>efore I had tlxoughts of producing it* 
I cannot conclude whhoy t adding forae par- 
ticular Remarks upon the prefetit pofture of Af- 
fairs and Diipoikions ir^ thi^ Kingdom. • 

The Fate of Einptres Is grown a Commpn^ 
Vl^c^ : Tliat all Fofiiis of Government havin?CN 
* ' been. 
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been mftituted by men, miift be mortal lik^ 
their authors^ and have their periods durai« 
tion limited as well as thofe of private perfans. 
This is a Truth ofi^vulgar knowledge and ob* 
itrnAwL \ But there are few who turn <^ir 
thoughts to examine how thofe dffeafes in a 
^tate are bred, that halbn its end 9 which 
would, however, be a very ufeful enqtiky. Fee 
though we cannot prolong the period of a Com- 
mon-wealth beyoad the decree of Heaven, or 
tHe date dt its nature, any mere tbaa h\imaii 
life beyond the ftrength ot'the femina! Virtue ; 
yet we may manage a iickly conftitution ; and ^ 
i»]^erve a ftrmg <me ; we may watch and pre- 
vl^nt accidents } we may turn off a great blow ' 
from without, and purge away an 111 humour 
that is lurking within t Andiiy lliefe, wk 0^ 
ther fuch methods, render a State long-lived^ 
though not immortal. Yet fome Phyfieians 
have thought, that if it were practicable t9 keep 
the feveral humours of the Body in an exaft 
ei|ualBalan»of each with its oppofite, it might 
be immortal, and lb perhaps would a political 
Body, if the Balance of Power could be always ' 
held exa£tiy evetu Jftut, I doubt^ this is as 
impoflible in the Pra6lice as the other. 

It has an appearance of Fatality, and that the 
period of a Staler approadieii when a concur- 
rence of many circumftances, both within an4 
without, unite towards its ruin : While the 
whole body of the people are eidier ftupidty neg« 
ligcnt, or elfe giving in with all their might to 

thole 

« 
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tnofe very praftlces that are working their de-r 
ilru£lion. To fee whole Bodies of men break-^ 
ing a Conftitutioiiy by the very &ine errors that 
fo many have been \)roke before : To obferve 
oppofite parties, who can agree in nothing elfe, 
yet firmly united in fiich mestfures, muft<!er«- 
tainly rujin their country : In (hort, to be en- 
compafs'd with the greateft dangers from with- 
out, to be torn by many virulei^ Faftions with- 
in ; then to be fecure and fenfelefs under all 
thisi Vid to make it the very kaft of our con-*, 
cem ; thefe, and fome pthet^ that might be 
named, appear to me to be the raoft likely fymp- 
t^ms in a otate, of a Skkf^efs m/iio J^e^tbm 

' S^od frocul a nobis fleSIat Fortuna g^b^rMns ; 
ratio ^otufSy guam ns ^erfi^eukisu ipfii. 

There axe fome tonjun^birea wherein the death 

or diflblution of Government is more lamenta- 

• 

ble in its confequences^ than it would be in o^ 
then. And, I think, a State can never atrive 

to its period in a more deploj"able Crf/Ir , than at 
a timcf when f9me Frince in. the H^i^bbmrhood^ 
<3li a Yaft Power and Ainbitton^ lies bevering 
like a Vulture to devour, or, at leaft^ difmem* 
li^r its dying Carcafs^ by which means it be-» 
comes only a Province or Acqiiifition. to ifome 
mighty Monardiyj^ \yithqut ho|^e$ o£ a.Refur-i 
jeflion* ' ^ 

\ knovv^imy wdU there is a fett of fangulbe ^ 
iempersj who deride and ridicukt in the num- 
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ber of fopper!e$> all fuch^appreheniions as theftr^ 

They have it ready in their mouths, that the 
people of England ^xt of a Genius and Temper^, 
^ever to admit Slavery amdng them ; and they 
are furnifhed with a great many Common- 
places upon that fub]e6l» But it feems to me^ 
that Ibcn dilcourfers ao reafon upon flioit Views, 
and a very moderate compafs of Thought. For, 
I think it a great error to count upon the genius 
of a Nation as a ftanding argument in all ages, 
fmce there i$ hardly a fpot of ground ii^ Eu-^ 
rape^ where the inhabitants have not frequent- 
ly and entirely changed their Temper and 
Gcpius. • Neither can I fee any rcafion why the 
genius of ft Nation fliouk) be more fixed in the 
point of Government, than in their Morals, their 
^.earning, their Religion, their common Humour 
and Converfa^on, their Diet andtheir Com pleo* 
tion •, which do all notorioufly vaiy almoft in 
every age, and may every gne or them have 
great efre£l:s upon mens notions of Governments 
Since the Normnn Conqueft, the Balance of 
Power in England has often varied, an4 fome- 
times been wholly overturned ; the part wbich, 
the Commons had in it, that moj} dijputcd Point 
in its Original Progrefs^ and Extent^ was, by 
their own corifefflofts, mit a very inconfiderable 
fhare. Generally fpeaking, they have been 
-fining ever fince, tko^ wUh frequent mterrup- 
tions, and flow progrefs. The abolifliing of 
VilLaijagey tocjether with the cuftom introduced 

(or permitted) among th^ N^htfs feltis^g 

• ' • . iheip 
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their lands in the Re5g;n of Herirj the Seventh, 
was a mighty addition to the power of the Com- 
ffions f yet I diihk a mtlcn greater happened 
in the time of his Succeflbr, at the difrdution of 
the Abbeys. For this turned the Clerpy wholly 
4>ut of the Scale, who had lb long filled it ; and 
placed the Commons in their ftead ; who in a 
tJew years became poflefled of vaft quantities of 
thofe and other latKis, by Grant or Piirchafe- 
About the middle of Qyeen 'Ell%ahet}i% Reign, 

* I take the power betweeii the; Nobles .and the 
Commons to have been in more equal Balance, 
than it >yas ever before or fince. But then, or 

'^oon after, arofe a Fa6Hon in En^land^ which^ 
under the name of Furhariy began to grow po- 
jmlaxt by molding up their new Schemes of Re- 
iigion with repuoliican principles in Govem- 
itient ; and, gaining upon the Prerogaiivey as 
well as the Nobles j under ieveral denominations, 
fbr the %ace of abcmt fixty years, did at laft 
ipverthrow the Conftitution, and according to 
the ufuai Courie of fuch Revolutions, did in* 
troduce a Tyranny, fa|t of the people, and 

•tlien of a fingle perfon. 

Jn a fhort Time after, the old Govemnieht 

* was revived. But tJie progrefs of affairs for al- 
mpft thirty years, under the Reigns of tvfo 
weak Princes, is l fubjed;.of a Very diifefeht 
Nature : W^hen the Balance was in dan^^er 

• to be overturned by the hands that held it, 
vrhichwas at laft vs^ry feafonably prevented by ^ 
the late Revolution. However, as it Is the* 
.'^aknt of h^un^ Nature to run from one 

G a Ci^tremf 
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Extreme to another, fo, in a very years, y/e 
haVc made mighty leaps from Prerogative 
heights into the depths of popularity, and, I 
doubt, to the very laft degree that our Confti- 
tution will hear. It were to be wiih'd, that 
the moll aiiguft aflembly of the Commons 
would pleafe to form a Pande£l of their own 
Power and Privileges, to be confirmed by the 
.entire legiflative Authority, and that in as folemn 
a Manner (if they pleafe) a5 the Magna Charta. 
But to fix one Foot of their Compafs where- 
%ver they think fit, and extend the other to fuch 
terrible lengths, without defcribing any Cir- 
cumference at all, is to leave us and themfelves 
in a very uncertain State, and in a fort of 
taiiony that the Author of the Oceana never 
dream'd on. I believe the moft hardy Tributle 
,will not venture to affirm, at prefent, that any 
juft Fears of Encroachment are given us from 
the regal Power, or the ffou ; And, is it then 
impoflible to err on the other Side ? How far 
nnift we proceed, or where fhall we ftop ? ^he 
Raging of the Sea and the Madnefs of the People 
are put together in Holy Writ 5 and 'tis God 
^'alone who can fay to either, Hithei'to Jhalt thou 
pafsj and no further* ^ 
The Balance of power in a limited State 'is 
<^f fuch abfolute Neceflity, that Cromnveli him- 
iclf, before he had perfefilly confirmed his Ty- 
ranny, having fome Occafions for the Appear- 
ance of a Parliament, was forced to create and 
cre£l -an entire new Houfe of Lords (fuch as i4: 



M Athens^^Kome* 

was) for a Counterpoiie^ to the .Commons* And 

indeed, confidcring the Vilenefs of the Clay, I 
have fometimes wonder'd, that no Tribune o£ 
that Age durft ever venture to aik the Potter^ 
WT^at doft thou 7'nake ? But it was then about 
the laft Aft of a popular Uiurpation, and Fate 
or Cromwell had already prepared them fer thtS 
9f a fmgle Perfon . ' ♦ 

I have been often amazed at the rude^ pa£io<^ 
siatey and miftaken Reiuks, which ha^ve at cer-* 
Times fallen from great Aflemblies, both 
'antient and modern^ and of other Countries as^ 
well as our own. This gave me the opinion I 
l^entioned awhile ago ; That publiek Conveit-' 
tions are liable to all the Inlupnittea, PoUies^ 
and Vices of private Men|. To which, if there 
be any Exceotion, it muft be of fuch Aflem- 
bites who aa hy mwerfal Concert, upo?i pub-' 
lick Principles J and for publick Ends \ fuch as 
proceed ujpon Debates without Mpbecomif^ 
IFarmtbs, ox Itffiuence from partkufar Leaders 
andlnfiamersy fuqh who|e Members, fnftead 
qf cannjqffing to procure Majorities for tbeir pri^ 
^n^aie Opinions y are ready to comply <witbgenertd 
fober R^fultSy tho'* C07itrary to their oavn Senti- 
Ipent^,. Whatever Aflemblies , a£t by thefe and 
ether Methods of the like Natiuoe, mufl be al-^ 
lowed to be exempt from fevaral imperfe6tions 
to which particular Men are fubj(^£tod« But I 
think the Source of moft Miftafees and Mifcar- 
riages, in, Matters debated, by publick AfTem- 
blies, arifes from ihe ip^ucnce of private Vpt^ 
i^}^ upoxi great Numbers, ftyle^din conirtioti 

G3 Phrafc^ 
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T^hx^t^ iMdifig Men taul Parties. And, there- 
iorei when we fimietimes imet a feoJi) Wwds 
put together, which is called the Vote or Kefo-- 
milon o£ ^ AlFembly^ and which we cannot 
|K^bly reconcile to Prudence or pubUck Goodf it 
IS moll charitable to conjefture, that luch a Vote 
has been conceived^ and bom, and bred in a 
prhrate brain, afterwarda rsufed and fupported 

by an obl'equious party, and then with ufual 
methods confirmed by an ^r//;ifi^/ Majority* 
For, let OS (uppofe fivt hundred men, mix^d 
in point of fenlc and honefty, as ufually AlTem- 
blies are } and let us fuppofe thefe men nropo* 
fingy debating, refolving, voting, accoroingli^ 
the mere natural motions of their own little or 
iDwh reafon and underftanding , I do allows 
that abundance of indigefted and abortive, mft- 
ny pernicious and togliih Overtures would arife 
ftnd float a few minutes ; but then they would 
>die and dlfappear. Bccaufe, this muft be faid 
, in behalf ot human -kind, that common fenfe 
aad plain reafon, while men s^e difengaged from 
acquired opinions, will ever have fome general 
influence upon their; minds j wlweas the Ibecies 
of Folly Md Vice are tafimte^ and fo dittereat 
,in every individual, that they could never pro- 
jcyre a majority, if other Corniptions did not 
enter to pervart mem undecAaiidmgs, and mif- 

guide their wills. "* ' 

To delcribe how Parties are bred in an Af* 
fembly, would b6 a wcnrk too difficidt at' pre* 

• lent, and perhaps not altogether fafe. Per'tcu^ 

kjie plenum opus ulea. Whether thofe who afe 

. {«eaderS| 
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l^eadersy ufually arnve at that ftation more by 
Ibrt of Inftin^l or &cret Confjpofitkni of tHe 

nature or influence of the ikaxs^ than by the pof- 
ii^ioii of any great abiUtieSy may be a j^mt of 
much difpute : But when the Leader is once 
^ fixed, there will never fail ^o he followers. And * 
/jMan is fo apt to imitate ib much of die nature 
of Sheep f (ImtatoreSy fer^um Pecus ) tl lat who- 
ever is fo bold to give the ^Qi. great Leap o^er 
thelhadi nf ihoje about bimy (^bclr^he l>e the 
Vrorft of the Flock) fhall be quickly followed by 
the* reft. Befides, when Parties are once ^wrm- 
-^^tdf the ftragglers look ib ridieulous, and becmtio 
fo infignificant, that they have no other way, 
but to run into the herd, which at leaft will 
..^hide and protect: them ; and where to be much 
-ifeonfidered, requires only to be very violent, 
^t^' ^&it there is one circumftaace, with relation 
* ^to Parties, which I take to be of all others 
' jiioftpernicious in a State } and I would be glad 
Ifuiy rartizast would Jielp me td a tolerable rea* 
fon, that becaufe Clodius and Ctirio happen to 
agree with me Iq a few iingular notions, I muil 
ther^ore Utndly follow tSem in alls Or^ to 
Hate it at beft, that becaufe Bibulus the Partj^ 
man is perfuaded |hat C/oii^^j andCl^if? .4o real* 



chief end ; therefore Bibulus fhall be whoJIy 
guided and governed by them, in the means 
and meafiires towards it. Is it enou^ for Up- 
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us, or, I 'i;^/^ <ivtth Curio ? are thefe proper me-, 
thods to form and make up what they think fit- 
to call the united IVifdom of the Nation ? Is it 
not poflTible, that upon fome occafions, Clodius 
may be bold and infoleiit, 1)orne away by his^ 
palTion, malicious and revengeful ? That Cu^[' 
rio may be corrupt, and expofe to fale his 
tongue, or his pen ? I conceive it far below the. ' 
dignity both of human nature, and human rea- 
fon, to be engaged in any Party, the moft plau- 
fible foever, upon fuch fervile conditions. 

This influence of One upon Many^ which 
feems to be as great in a people Reprejented, as..^ 
it was of old in the Commons ColleSli^ve^ toge- 
ther with the coniequences it has had upon the 
Legiflature, has given me frequent occafion ta 
refleft upon what Diodorus tells us of one Cha^ . 
rondaSy a Lawgiver to the Sybarites j an antient 
people of Italy, who was fo averfe to all Inno^ 
vation, efpecially when it was to proceed from 
particular perlons 5 and I fuppofe, that he might 
put it out of tlie power of men, fond of theirs 
own notions, to difturb the Conftitution at 
their pleafures, by advancing private fchemes 5^ 
that he provided a Statute, that whoever pro-f 
pofed any alteration to be made, ftiould ftep out . . 
and do it with^a rope about his neck: If the 
matter propofed were generally approved, then 
it fhould pafs into a Law 5 if it went in the Ne-» 
gative, the propofer to be immediately hanged. 
Great Minifters may talk of what projefts they ' 

pleafe j byt I am deceived, if a more efFcftual, 

^. . ■■ ' " '-■ one. 
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prefent phrafe is) thofc hot, unquiet Spirits, 
who dilhurb AfTemblies, and obftrua public At- 
faarsy by /gratifying their Pride^ their MaUc^ 
their Ambition, or their Avarice* 

Thofe who In a late reign began the diftiac* ^ 
^on between the perfonal and^ .pokikk Capapity^ 
feem to have had Teafon, if they judged cf 
Princes by themfelves j for, I thiid^ there is 
hardly to be found, through aQ nature, a greater 
difference between two things> than there is be- 
tween a leprefenting Commoner, in the func- 
tion of his publick calling, and the fame perfon 
when he a^ in the common offices of life. 
Here^ he allows himfelf to be upon a level wi^ ' 
the reft of Mortals : Here, he follows his own 
reafon, and his own way jf and rather aife£U a 
ilngulanty in his a&kms and thotq^hts, tbin 
fervilely to copy either from the wifeft of his 
neighbours. In fliort^ here his Folly and his 
W^dom, Ins Keafon and his Paffims, are all 
of his own growth, not the eccho or infufion of 
other men * But when he has got near the waU$ 
* of his Aflembly , he affumes^ and affe&s an ei^ 
tire fett of very different airs j he conceives him- 
felf a Being of a fuperior nature to thofe qmi^« 
eut, and a£ling in a Inhere where dke vnlgjir 
methods for the conduct of human life can be 
of tao ufe. :He is lifted in a par^, yfhoK he 
neither knows the Temper, nor l>efigns, not 
perhaps the Perfon of his Leader j but whofe 
opinions he follows and maintiuns with a zeal 
and faith as viokntj as a young fcholar doe^s 

• - " ^ ^ . thofe 



Digitized by Gopgle 




n6r aftionS) nor talk, that he cm call his own» 

but all conveyed to him by his Leader, as wind 



reecho has been not only cbinved but digefted . 

before it comes into his mouth. Thus inftruc- 
ted, he follows the Party^ right or wrongs 
thifough all its fentintents, and acquires a coti-* 
rage and itiffiiefs of opinion not at all congenial 
i«rith him% 

This encourages rtie to hope, that during 
this lucid inten^al, the Members retired to their 
liom», may fafpend a while their acquired Com^ 
flexions, and, taught by the calmnefs of the 
fcene and the ieafon^ reaffume the native fedate- 
iiefs of their tempeif If this (hould be fo, 4t 
would be wife in them, as individual and pri- 
vate mortals, to look back a little upon the 
^^prtns liiey have raijbdf as wdl as thofe they 
have efcaped. To refle£l, that they have been 
Authors of a new and wonderful thing in Eng^- 
iandy whkii is, for a Houfe of Cdmmons to 
lofe the univerfal Favour of the numbers they 
yeprefent; To obferve, how thofe whom they 
thought ik to perfecote fbr ftighteoafnefs Sakej^ 
have been openly parefs'd by the people ; and 
to remember how diemfelves fate in Tear of their 
perfbni Itom popular rage, Kow, if they would 
know the fecret of all this unprecedented pro- 
ceeding in their Mafters^ they nault not impute 
-it to their freedom in debate, or declaring their 
ppinionsj but to that impa^Uamentary abufe of 





nourifliment he 
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fetting individoala isfm thxk ihaiilden^ whQ 

were hated by God and Man. For it feems,, 
the mafs of the people, in iuch conjun6lur^s ia^ 
tbisy have opeMd their Eyes, aod will jxot en* 
djire to be governed by Clodius and Curioy at the 
head of th^ M^rmdonsj though thefe he ever, 
ib numerous) andrcompofed of thek own Re«^ 
prefenuuveg* •^.v * . 

i^Thi« af«rfioi\ of thi? p^plet for the late prot* 
ceedings of the Commons, is an accident, that 
if it laft a while, might be improved to good 
ufes for fettbg th^ Balance of Poww a little 
more upon an equality, than their late meafures 
leem to promilb or admit. This accident may, 
be imputed to two caufes : The firlt is an unl^ 
verfal Fear and Apprehenfion of the greatnefs 
.a^d power oi France y whereof the people in ge- 
neral feem to be very mmrh and julliy poifefs d, 
and therefo^^ c^pnpt but refent to fee it, in lo 
critical a )un6hir^,v wholly laid afide by their 
Miniftersy the ComnK>n8. The other caufe, is' 
a great love an^feafe of ^ atitude in the people 
towards their prefei^ J^^gp grounded upon a 
long opinion and experience of his merit, aa 
well as conceflions to all their reafonable deiires ; 
fo that it Js for fome time they have bejgun to 
fay, and to fetch inftances, where he has in ma- 
ny things been hardly ufedl How long tliele 
- humours may laft^ (ibr Paifions are momentar 
ry, and efpecially thofe of a multitude) or what 
confequences they may produce^ a little tiiw 
niay dtfcover. But wH^enever it comes to pais#. 

tl^at a popular AlTembly, free from fuch ob- 

ftruili(ais. 
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than an actual Balance will allow, fhall conti- 
Bue to think they have not eitough, but by 
cramping the hand that holds die Balance, and 
by Impeachments or Dijfentions with the Nobles, 
endeavour ftill for more ; I cannot poffibly fee 
in the common conrfe of Things, how the fam^ 
Caufes can produce different EfFcfls and Comr 
fequenees among u»| froa what they did is^ 
Qlreece ^^Rome^ 
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Church-of-England Man. 

9 

, With Refpe<St to 

' Religion and Government. • 

' " ■ ■ 1 . I .. , II I , , , ii 

Written in the Year 1708. 



WHOEVER has e*amincd the Con- 
duct and Proceedings of both parties 
for fome years paft, whether in or 
out of Power, cannot well conceive it poflible 
to go far towards the extiemes of either, wi;^- 
out offering- fome violence to his Integrity of , 
Undei llanding. A wife and a good man may 
indeed be forqetimes induced to comply witli a 
number whofe opinion he generally approves, 
though it be perliaps agalnft his own- But 
this Liberty Ihould be made vife of upon very 
few occalions, and thol'c of fmail Importance^ 
aiid the^x only with a view of bringing over v\\f 

H own 
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own fide mother time to fomething of greater 

and more publick Moment. But to facrifice 
the Innocency of a Friend, the Good of our 
Country, or our own Confcience, to the Hu^ 
niour, or Pafllon, or Intereftof a Party, plain- 
ly 0iews| that either our Heads or our Hearts 
are not as they fliouML be « Yet this very prac- 
tice is the fundamental Law of each Faftion a- 
inong.usy as may be obvious to any, who will 
impartially, and without Engagement, be at the 
Pams to examine their A6lions j which how- 
ever is not fo eaiy a Taik : For it feems a Prin- 
ciple in human Nature, to incline one way more 
than another^ even in matters where we are ^ 
wholly unconcerned. And it is a commcm ob- 
fervation, that in reading a Hiftory of FzSi^ 
done a thoufand years ago, or (landing by at 
Flay among thofe who are perfe£): ftrangers to 
us, we are apt to find our Hopes and Wifhes en- 
gaged on a fudden in favour of one fide mq^re 
than another* Ho wonder th^ we are all lb rear 
dy to intereft ourfelves in the courfe of Publick 
Affairs, where the mo(i inconfiderable have fome 
real Share, and by the wonderful Importance 
which every Man is of to himfelfj a very great 
imaginary one. 

And, indeed, when the two Parties, that di- 
vide the whole Common-wealth, come once to 
a Rupture, without any hopes left of forming a 
Third with better Principles to balance the o- 
thers, it feems every Man's duty to chufe a Side, 
though he cannot entirely approve 6f either j 
^and all pretences to Neutrality are juftly explo- 
ded 
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ded by both> belngt too dale and obvious^ only 
intending the Safety and £afe of a few Indivi'- 
duals while the Publick is embroiled. This was 
the Opinion and Praftice of the latter Cato^ 
whom I efteem to have been the wifeft and beft 
of all the Romans. But before things proceed 
io open Violence, the trueft fervice a private 
Man may hope to do his Country, is by luibi** 
afEng his mind as much as poflible, and then 
endeavouring^ to moderate between the rival • 
Powers, which muft needs be owned a fair pro^ 
ceeding with the World, becaufe it is, of all o- 
thersy the leaft confident with the common de^ 
iign of making a Fortune by the Merit of an 

I have gone as far as I am able tn (palifying 

myfelf to be fuch a Moderator : I believe I am 
no Bigot in Religion, and I am fare I am none 
sn Government. I converfe in full Freedom with 
many confider ble Men of both Parties } and 
if not in equal number, it is purely accidental 
ttnd perlbnal, as happening to be near the Court, 
and to have made Acquaintance there, more un- 
der one Miniftry than another. Then, I am 
not under the neceffity of declaring mjrfelf by 
the profpeft of an Employment. And laftly, 
if all this be not fuiHcient, I induftrioufly con<^ 
cea! my Name, which wholly exempts me froni 
any Hopes or Fears in delivering my Opinion. 

In Confequence of this free Ufe of my Rea* 
fon, I cannot poflibly think fo well or lo ill of 
either Party, as they would endeavour to pcjCr • 
fiiade the World of each pther> and of them- 

H X • '&lves# 
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lelves. For Inftance } I do not charge it upon 
the Body of the IVhigs or the 7in>/, that tndr 

leveral Principles lead them to introduce Prel- 
bytery^ and the Religion ot tlie C\\Mxd\ fiiRome^ 
or a Common -wealth, and Arbitrary Power • 
For why fhould any Party be accufed of a Prin^- 
ciple which Uiey folemnly diibwn and proteft a* 
gainft ? But to this they have a mutual An- 
Iwer ready } they both alfure us, that their Ad- 
verfaries are not to be believed ^ that they dil- 
cwn their Principles out of Fear, -which are 
jnanifeil enough, when we .examine their Prac- 
tices. To prove this, they will produce inftanceSf 
on one fide, either of avowed Prelbyterians, or 
Perfons of Libertine and Atheillical Tenets j 
anH, on the other, of profefTed Papills, or fuch 
as are openly in the iniereft of the abdicated 
Family- Now it is very natural for all fubordi* . 
nate Se<SVs and Penomitiations in a State to 
fide with fome general Parly, and to chufe that 
which they find to agree with therafelves in fomq 
genera! Principle. Thus, at the the 
prefbytcrians, Anabaptlfts, Independents, and 
other Sefts did ail, with very good Reaibn^ 
unite and fodder up their fev^al Schemes to 
join againft ihe Churchy wl.o, without regard 
to their diiiin6lions, treated them all as equal 
Adverfaries. Thus, our prefent Diffenters da 
very natv rally dole in witli the Whigs, who pro- 
fefs Moderation^ declare they abhor all tlioughts 
€>f Per/ecutiofly and think it hard thatthofe, who 
differ only in a few Cere7nonias and Speculations^ 

ihould be denied the Privilege aod Profit of fen^> 
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ftig their Country in the higheft Employments 
ot State. Thus^ the Atheifts^ Libertines^ De« 
fpi&rs of Religion and Revdadon in general^ 
that is to fay, all thofe who ufually pals under 
the name of Free^Thnkers^ do properly join with 
die fame Body j becaufe Tbey likewiie preach 
up Moderation, and are not fo over-nice to di^ 
ftinguifli between an unlimited Libei w of Con* 
icience^ and an unlimited Freedom of Opinion • 
Then, on the other fide, the profefsM Firranefs 
of the Tories for Epifcopacy^ as, an Apo^lical 
Inftitution t Their avenion to diofe Sefts, who 
lie under the reproach of having once deftroyed 
their Conftitution, and who^ they imagine^ by 
too indifcreet a Zeal for Reformation, have de« 
faced the primitive Model of the Church ; Next^ 
their Veneration for Monarchical Government 
in the comnion Courfe of Succeffion, and their 
lialred to Republican Schemesi : Thefe, I fay, 
are Principles which not only the Nonjuring 
Zealots profefs, but evenPapifts themfelves fall 
€eadily in with. And eveiy Extreme here men- 
tionea^ flings a general Scandal upon the whole 
jBody it pretends to adhere to.' * 
But furely no Man whatfoever ought in Jui^ 
tice or gooQ Manners .to be charged with Pria« 
ciples he afhially difowns, unlefs his Praftices 
• do openly, and without the leaft room for doubt^ 
contradict his profeflion : Not upon fmall Sur-* 
mifes, or becaufe he has the misfortune to have 
ill Men fometimes agree with him in a few ge^ 
neral Sentiments. However^ though the eit- 
Uuitf S of JTbig and Tory feem, with little Juf* 

H 3 tice. 
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tice, to have drawn Religion into their Cofi\so^ 
terfieSy wherein they have iinall Concern* yet 

they both have borrowed one leading Principle 
from the abul'e of it, which is, to have built 
their (eyeral Syftems of political Faith, not up- 
on enquiries after Truth, but upon Oppofition 
to each other, uponinjurious Appellations, cjharg- 
ing their Adverfaries with horrid Opinions, and 
then reproaching them for the Want of Chai*ity } 
fit ?i€uter JaljQ^ 

In or4er to remove tfaefe Prejudices, I havit 
thought nothing could l)e more effeflual than 
to deicribe th^ Sentiments of a Cburcb-of-Btig-^ 
land Many with refpefl to Rfligion and Gcn/ern- 
ment. This I ft^all endeavour to do in fuch a 
Manner J as may not be liable to the leaft Ob* 
]e£lion from either Party, and which I am con- 
fident would be allented to l;y great numbers 
in both, if they were not milled to thofe mutual 
MifrcpTefentations, by fuch Motives as they 
would be alhamed to own. 
I ihall begin with Relkion. 
And here> though it makes an odd founds 
yet it is neceffary to fay, that whoever profef- 
feth himfelf a Member of the Church ox Eng- 
iandy ought to believe a God, and his Provi- 
dence, together with revealed Religion, and the 
Divinity of Cbrifi^ For, befide thofe many 
'Thoufands, who (to fpeak in the phrafe of Di- 
vmcs) do prafticaliy deny all this by the Im- 
tnorality of their Lives, there is no fmall Num- 
ttcr, xvlio in their Converfation and Writings 
dire£lly, or by Confequence, endeavour to ovtf 7 
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throw it ^ , Yet all thefe place themfelvcs in th« 
Liit of the National Church ; though at the &me 
time (as it is highly reafoilabic) they arc great 
Sticklers for Liberty of Confcience. 

To enter upon Particulars : A Cburcb-of- 
Bn^land Man has a true Veneration for the 
Scheme eftablilhed among us of Eqcleiiailick: 
Government ; and though he will not determine 
whether Epifcopacy be of Divine Right, he is 
fure it is molt agreeable to primitive Inftitution, 
Jitteft of all others fdr preferving Order and 
Purity, and under its prefent Regulations belt 
calculated for our civil State : He (hould there- 
fore think theAbolifliment of that Order among 
us would prove a mighty Scandal and Corrup- 
tion to o\kt Faith^ and manifeftly dangerous to 
oiu^ Monarchy ; nay, he would defend it by 
Arms againll all the Powers on Earth, except 
our own Legiflature ; In which he would 
fubmit as to a general Calamity, a Dearth, or a . 
Feftilence. 

As to the Rites and Ceremonies, and Forms 

of Prayer, he allows there might be fome ufe-' 
ful Alterations, and more, which, in the Pro- 
fpeA of uniting Chriftians, might be very fiip-' 
portable, as Things declared in their own Na- 
ture indift'erent ; to which he therefore would 
* readily comply, if the Clergy y or (tho^ this be 
not fo fair a iVIethod) If the Legislature fhould 
direft : Yet at the fame time he cannot altoge- 
ther blame the former for their unwillingnefe to 
confent to any Alteration, which, befide the 

"JTrouble, and perhaps Difgracej would certain*^ ' 
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ly never produce the good £ffe£b intended by tt« 

The only Condition that could make it prudent 
• and juft tor the Clergy to comply in altering the 
Ceremonial, or any other inditm^nt part, would 
be a firm Refolution in the Legiflature to inter- 
pofey by fome &n&, and effeftual L^aws, to pre^* 
vent the rifmg and fpreading of ftew Sefts, hoN^ 
plaufible foever, for the future ; elfe there rnuft 
never be an End And it would be to aft like a 
Man who fhould pull down and change the Or- 
naments of his Houfe, in comjpliance to every 
one that was difpofed to find rault as he paiTed 
by ; whlch^ befides the perpetual Trouble and 
Expenc^, would very much damage, and, per-^ 
haps, in Time deftrov the Building. Se£U ia 
U State feem only tolerated with any Reafon, 
becaufe they are already fpread ; and becaufe 
it would not be agreeable with fo mild a Go* 
Vernment, or fo pure a Religion as ours, to ufc 
violent Methods againft great Numbers of mi/^ 
taken People, while they do not manifeftly en- ^ 
danger the Conftitution of either. But the great- 
eft Advocates for general Libera of Confcience 
will allow, they ought to be Checked in their 
Beginnings, if they will allow them to be any 
Evil at all, , or, which is the fame Thing, if 
tliey will only grant, It werebetter for the Peace 
of the State, tliat there fhould be none. But 
while the Clergy con&der the natural Temper 
of mankind in general, w of our own country 
ia particular, what alTurances can they have, 
that any compliances they (hall make^ will re- 
^dovethc evil of DilTention, while theliberty ftill 
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continues of profeflwg what new Opinions wc 

SleaTe ? Or how can it be imagined that the Bo-* 
y of Diflenting Teachers, who muft be all 
undone by fuch a Revolution^ will not caft a- 
bout For fome new objefUons to with-hold dieir 
Flocks, and draw in frefh Profelytes by fprnc 
further Innovations or Refinements ? 

Upon thefe Reafons he is for Tokrating fiich 
difFerent forms in religious worftiip as are al- 
ready admitted, but by no means for leaving it 
in the power of didfe whb are tolerated, to ad- 
vance their own Models upon the ruin of what 
is already eftabliihed } which it is natural for 
all Sefts to defire, and which they cannot juftify 
by any confiltent Principles if dxey do not en- 
deavour } and yet, which they cannot fucceed 
in without the utmoft danger tCL the publick 
Peace, ' • 

To prevent thefe inconveniences^ he thinks it 
highly juft, that all Rewards of Ti-uft, Profit, 
or Dignity, which the State leaves in the diipcK 
fal of the Adminiftration, (hould be given ohly 
tothofe whofe Principles dire6lthera to preferve 
the Conftitution in all its parts. In the late af-^ 
fair of Occafional Ctmfarmityy the general argti« 
nient of thofe who were againft it, was not, to 
deny it an evil in itfelf, but that the remedy. 
propoTed was violent, untimely, and improper,, 
which is the Bifhop of Salisbury^ opinion in 
die Speech he made and publifiied againft the 
Bill : But, However juil their Fears or Com- 
plaints -might have been upon that fcore, he 
tliiliks it a litUe too jgrois a^id precipitate to em-- 

. / . ploy 
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ploy their writers already in arguments for re^ 

pesuing the Sacramental Teft, upon no wiler a 
Maxim, than That no man fliould, on the ac- 
emmt of Confeience, be deprived the Liberty of 
fcrving his Country ; a Topick which may be 
equally applied to admit P apt/is ^ Atbei/hf Ma^ 
bometansy Heathens^ and Je<ws. If the Church 
wants Members of its own to employ in the 
' fervice of the publick^ or be uidiappily con^* 
trived, as to exclude from its Communion fuch 
perfons, who are likelieft to have great abilities^ 
It is time it fliould be altered and reduced into 
fome more perfe£V, or at leaft more popular 
form ; But, m the mean while, it is not altoge- 
dier improbable, tiiat when thofe who diflike the 
Conftitution, are fo very zealous in their Offers 
for the fervice of their country, they are not 
wholly unmindful of their Paity, or of Them- 
fel ves . 

The Dutcbi whofe pra5tice b fi> oftf n quoted ^ 

to prove and celebrate the great advantages of a 
general Liberty of Confcience, have yet a na- 
tional Religion profeiTed by all who near office 
amonff them : But why (hould they be a prece- 
dent for us either in Religion or Government i 
Our Country differs from theirs, as well in Si- 
tuation, Soil, and Produftions of Nature, as in 
the Genius and Comple£lion of Inhabitants. 
They are a Common* wealth founded on a lud« 
den, by a defperate attempt in a defperate con- 
dition, not formed or digefted into a regular 
fyftem by mature Thought* and Reafon^ but 
huddled up under the preUure of fudden exigen- 
cies § 
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3*es } calculated for no long duration, and hi«. 
lerto fiibfifting by accident in die midft of con- 
tending Powers, who cannot yet agree about 
iharing it amongft them. Theie difficulties dof 
indeed, preferve thenar from any great Comipli<-^ 
ons, which their crazy Conftitution would ex- 
tremely fubje£): them to in a long Peace* That 
Confluence of People in a perfecuting age, to a 
place of refuge neareft at hand, put them upon 
the neceffity of Tradei to which they wifely gave 
all £afe and Encouragement: And if we could 
think fit to imitate them in this laft particulars^ 
thcTO would need no more to invite Foreigners 
among us ; who feem to think no farther than 
how to fecure their Property and Confcience^ 
without projefttng any ihare in that Govern^ 
ment which gives them prote£lion, or calling it 
Perfecution if it be denied them. But I ipeak| i^ 
for the honour of our Adminiftration^ that al^ ' 
though our Sefts are not fo numerous as thof^ 
* in Holland^ which I prefume is not our Faulty 
and I hope is not ow MufortiiHej we much ex^^ 
eel them and all Chriflendom befides in our In- 
dulgence to tender ConfcienceSf Onefmgle Com«r 
pliance with the National Form of receiving thfir 
Sacrament, is all we require to qualify any Sec-< 
tary among us for the greateft employments ii| 
die State^ after which he is at liberty to rejoir^ 
his own Alfemblies for the reil of his life. Be«? 
iidesy I wiU fuppofe axiy o^ the numerous Sefls^ 
in Holland to have fo far prevailed as to have 
railed a Civil War, deftroyed their Government ( 

and Religion, and put mtix^Adnamfirators to 

death; 
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dei(di ; after which I will fuppofe the people to 

have recovered all again, and to have lettled on 
their old foundation » Then I would put a que- 
ry, whether that SeS, which was the imhappy 
inltrument of all this oonfufion, could reafoiia- 
bly expeft to be entrufted for the future with the 
greatetl: Employments, or^ indeed^ to be hardly 
tolerated among them ? 

To go on with the Sentiments of a Church^of* 
England Mans He does not fee how that migh* 
ty Paflion fpr the Church, which fome men pre- 
tendy can well confift with thole Indignities and 
that Contempt they beftow ofn the Perfons of the 
Clergy. It is a ftrange mark whereby to di- 
flmguifli Hiiih-Cburcb Men^ that they are fuch 
who imagine the Clergy can never be too Ltnv. 
He thinks the maxim thele gentlemen are fo 
fond ofy that they are for an humble X^lergy , is 
a very good one : And fo is he \ and for an 
humble Laity too, fince Hurailiiy is a Virtue 
^at, perhaps, equally benefits and adojims eve-» 
ry ftation of lite. 

But then if the Scribblers on the other fide 
freely fpeak the ientiments of their Party, a' 
Divine of the Church of Enrlaad cannot look 
for much better quarter from thence. You ftiall 
obferve nothing more frequent in their weekly 
papers^ than away of afFe6iing to confound the' 
terms of Clergy and Higb-Churchy of applying 
both indifFerently, and then loadings the latter 
with all the calumny they can invent. They 
. will tell you they honour a Clergyman } but 
talk at the fiune tunei as if there wer^ not three 
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in the Kingdom who could fall in with their dcr» 
ilnition# After the like manner they infult the 
Vnmerfities as pgiib^ed Fountains^ and Corrupt 
ters of Youth, ^ 

it Teems dear to me, thlat the Wbig$ . 
might eafily have procured and maintained a 
majority among the Clergy> and, perhaps, ii^ 
the Untverfities, if they h$.d not too much en* 
couraged or connived at this Intemperance of 
ijpeech} and Virulence of pen, in the woril and 
moft woftitute of their party ; among whom 
there nath been, for fome years paft, fuch a 
perpetual clamour againilthe ambition, the im^ 
placable temper, and the covetoufhefs of the 
Friefthood: Such a Cant of High-Churcby and 
Pejrfecqtion^ and being Prieft-ridden } fo many 
reproaches about narrtm) Principles^ or Terms 
of Communion: Then fuch feandalous refleiSlions 
on the Uni^crjities^ for infe£ling the Youth of 
the nation with Arbitrary and Jacobite Princi* 
ple^t that it was natural for thofe who had the 
tare of Religion and Education* to apprehend^ 
fome general defign of altering the Conftitution - 
of both. And all this was the more extraordi^ 
ry, becaufe it could not eaiily be forgot, that 
whatever Oppofition was made to the Ufurpati- 
ons of King Ja^/ies, proceeded altogether ^rom 
the Church of Engtand^ and chiefly from the 
Clergy^ and one of the Uni^jerjlties. For, if it 
were of any ufe to recal Matters of Fa£l, what 
is more notorious than that Prince's applying 
timrelf firft to the Church of England \ and up- 
on their Kefufal to fall in Viritlx his meafures^ 

X making 
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making the like advances to the J^eMers of 
kinds, who reaJIly, and almolt univerfaUy, 
complied witli him, affecting, in iheir numerous 
Addreffes and Pamphlets, the ftyle of Our Bre^ 
thren the Rvman-CathoUcks ; whole interefts they 
put on the lame foot with their own : And 
Ibme of Cromwell % Officers took pofts in the 
Army railed agairtll: the Prince of Orange. 
Thefe Proceedings ot theirs they can only exte- * 
nuate by urging the provocations they had' met 
from the Church in King Charleses Reign ; . 
which, though, perhaps, excofable upon the 
fcore of human kifirmity, arc not by any meang 
a Plea of Merit equal to the conftancy and fuf- 
ferings of the Bilhops and Cleigy, or of the 
Head and Fellows ok Magdalen QfUege^ that fur* 
nifhed the Prince of Ora/z^^'s Declaraiion with 
fuch powerful arguments to juftity and promote 
the Re'volution. 

Therefore a Churcb-of-England Man abhors 
the Humour of the age in delighting to fling 
'Scandals upon the Clergy in general ; which, 
befides the difgrace to the Reformation^ and to 
Religion itlelf, calls an ignominy upon the 
Kingdom that it doth not delerve. We haveno^ 
better Materials to compound the Priellhood of, 
than the Mafs of mankind, which corrupted a« 
it is, thole who receive orders nuift have fome 
Vices to leave behind them when they enter into 
' the Church, and if a few do ftill adhere it is nO 
wonder, but riither a great one that they are no 
worfe. Therefore he cannot think Anilniion^ or 
JLove. of Power more juftly laid to their charge 
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than to other men, becaufe that would Ise to 
make Religion ulllf, or at leaft the bell Confti- 
tation oi Cburcb^Gwemmsfit y anfwerable for 
Errors and Depravity of human Nature. 

Within thcle lail two hundred years, all forts 
of Temporal Power hath been wrefted from the 
Clergy, and much of their Ecckfuiftick, the 
Keaibn or Ju^ce of which proceeding I fhaii 
Dot examine { but that the J^emedies were a lit^ 
tie too v^'olent with refpe6l to their Pojfeffions^ 
the Legiflature hath lately confefied by the re- 
niflion of their firji Fruits. Neither do the com-t 
inon libellers deny this, who in their inveftives 
only tax the Church with an infatiab^e deiire of 

^ Power and Wealth (equally common to all bo* 

' cjies of men, as well as individuals) but tliank 
God, that the Laws have deprived them of 
both. However, it is worth obferving the Juftice 
of Parties j the Seils among us apt to com- 

' frailly and thinly it hard ufage to be reproached^ 
now after fifty years, for overturning the State,, 
for the murder pf a King, and tiie indignity of- 

. an Ufurpation ; yet thefe very Men, and tnei^ 
Partiftns, are continually reprorxhins: the Cler- 
gy, and laying to tlieir charge th^ Pride, the 
Avarice, t^ £iuxur^, the Ignorance, and Su^ 
pcrftition of Poj)iJb^ tunes for a thoufand years^ 

He thinks it a Scandal to Govemment, that 

fuch an unlliulted liberty fhould be allowed of 
publifliing books againft thole Dofhines in Re- 
ligion, wherein all Chrifttans have agreed, much 
more to connive at fuch Trails asrejeft all Re- 
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velatioxii and by their confequences often dcftj"^ 
* the very Being c^* a God« Surely, it is not a 
iicient Attonement^for the writers, that they pro- 
ids much Loyalty to the prefent Governmentt 
and fprinkle up and down fome arguments in 
favour of the Dijfenters ; that they difpute, as 
flxenuoufly as tliey can, for Liberty of Confci-fc 
ence^ and inveigh largely againft all Ecdefiaf- 
ticks under the name of High-Church ; and, in _ 
ihort, under the ihelter of Ibme popular princi- 
ples in Politicks and Religion, undermine the 
Foundations of all Piety and Viitiie, 

As he does not reckon every Schifm joS that 
damnable nature which fome would repreient^ 
fo he is very far from clofmg with the new Opi- * 
t^on of thofe who would make k no Crime at 
all ; and argue at a wild rate, Aat God Al« 
mighty i^ delighted with the variety of Faith and 
Wormip, as he is with the varieties of Nature. 
To fuch abfurdities arc men carried by ^the af- 
feftation of Free-^binkingj and removing the Pre-- 
jmdices iff Educatitm^ uncter which head they have 
for fome time begun to X\9iMoraltty znd Religion^ 
It is certain, that before the Rebellion in 1642^ 
though the nvmhet ct Puritam (as thejr 
then called) were as great as it is with us, and 
though they affe£led to follow Paftors of that de«* 
nomination, yet dioie Paftors had Epifcopai Or« 
dination, poffefled Preferments in the Church, 
and were ibmetimes promoted to Biihopricks 
themfelves« But a breach in the gentsral Form 
of Worfhip was in thofe days reckoned lb 
dangerous and iiniul in itfelf^ and lb offen-- 
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five to Roman CaihoUch at home and al>roa(], 
tiiat it was too unpopular to be attempted ; nei- 
ther, I believe, was the expedient then found 
out of maintaining fepa^ate Pallors out of pri- 
vate Purfes, 

When a ScMfm is once Spread in a Nation^ 
there grows at length a difpute which are the 
Bch^aticks. Without ^entering on the argu- ' 
ments tifed on both fides amongft uj; to fix the 
j^iilt on each other, 'ti<; certain, that in the Senl^ 
of the L2W» the Sc^m lies on that fide which op^ 

f>ores itfelf to the Religion of the State* I fiiall 
eave it among the Divines to dilate upon the 
danger of ^c^^ M a Spiritual evil ; but I would 
confider it only as a Teni])oral one. And t 
• think it clear that any great Separation from the 
eftabiiflied worihip, though to a ilew one that 
is more pure and perfeft, may be an occafion of 
endangering the publick Peace, becaufe it will 
compofe a body always in r^ferve, prepared to 
follow any difcontented Heads, upon the plaufi-^ 
ble pretexts of advancing true Religion^ and op^ 
pofing Error,- Soperliition, or Idolatry. Forthi; 
reafon Phio lays it down as a Maxim, that 
Mm ought to njjorjbip the Gods according to the 
Lmoi of the Qfuntry ; and he introduces Soerates^ 
in his laft difcourfe, utterly difowning the crime 
)aid to his charge, of teaching new Divinities or. 
Methods of Werihip. Thus the poor /ft(fo»«i/jp 
of France were engaged in a Civil War by the* 
ipecions fnreteAce of tome, wIk>, lender the guifq 
of Religion,'facftficed fo many thoufand lives to 
ihcir own Ambition and Revenge^ Thus was 
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the whole body of Puritans in En^and driwn to 
be inilruraental, or abettors of all manner of Vil* 
lany^ by the artifices of a fenjo Men^ whole * JDe* 
figns, from the firft were levelled to dcftroy the 
Conftltutiou both of Religion and Govermnrat* 
And thus etren in Holland itfelf, where it is pre* 
fended that the variety of Se£ls live fo amicably 
together, and in iuch perfe£l obedience to the 
Magiftrate, His notorious how s^tudinileBt Pv« 
ty Joining with the Ar?m7iui?:s^ did, in the me* 
mory of our fathers, attempt to de&xm: the Li* 
berty of that Republick* So that upon the whole, 
where Se£ls are tolerated in a State, 'tis fit they 
ihould enjoy a f uU liberty of Confcience, and e- 
very other Privilege of free-bom fubje6Vs to which 
no Power is annexed* Apd to preferve their O- 
bedlence upon all emergencies, a Goveaunent 
cannot give them too mucUEaf^, nor truft them 
with too little Power* 

The Clergy are ufually charg^ wi^ a Perji^ 
cuting Splrity which they are fald to difcover by 
an implacable hatred to all Diffenters i and this 
tppears to be more unreafonable, becaufe Thaf 
fuffer Icfs in their interefts by a 7'oleraticny than 
any of the Confor?ning Laity: For while the 
Clmrch remains in its prefent form, no Difienter 
can poflibly ha\'e any lhare in its Dignities, Re- 
venues, qr Power } whereas, by once receiving 
the Sacrament, he is rendered capable of the 
higheft employments in the State. And it is 
v^ry poiribie that a narrow £diu;^ioa9 together 

* Lord ClarendonV Hijior^^ 
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- mtk a muttiire of human Infirmity ^ may h^Ip 
to beget among feme of the Clergy in fojfeffim 
fuch an averfioa and contempt for all Imoyators^ 
as Fhgfocians are apt to have for Empiricks j or 
Lawyers for Petti-f aggers ; or Merchants for Ped* 
Jars i but iince the number of Se£Uries does not 
ccmcteA the Clergy either inpomt of Intereft or ' 
Confcience (it bemg an evil not in their power 
1e remedy) 'tis more fair and reafonable to iup- 
pofe dieir diflike proceeds from the dangers they 
apprehend to the Peace of the Common-wealthy 
in the ruin whereof they muft expert to be the 
firft and greateft fufierers. 

Xo conclude this SeSIionj it muft be obferved^ 
there is- a very good word^ which hath of late 
liiffimd mtich by both Parlies^ am^ tbat is Mo^ 
deration^ which the one fide very juftly difowns, 
and the other as tmjuftly pretends to^ Befide 
what pafles every day in Converfation, any maift 
who reads the papers publiflied by Mr. i-— -jfj 
Mid others of ins fomp, mttft needs conclude^ 
Aat if this author could make the nation fee his 
adveriaries under the colours he paints them 
in, we had nothmg eife to do^ but rift as oner 
man, and deftroy fuch wretches from the face 
of the eardi* On the other fide^ how fhkll we 
cMuft advocates for MedkrMkn f Among 
whom I could appeal to a hundred Papers of 
tmiverfal approbation by the caufe they wer-e 
mt^ foTi which lay fach Principles to the whole 
Body of the Tories, as, if they were true, and 
believfMi^ our next bufmefs fliould in prudence 
te to erefl gibbets in every parifti, and hang 
' ' them 
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them out of the way. But I fuppofe It Is pre* 
iumed, the common people underftand KaiUetj^ 
or at leaft Rbetorici^ and witt not take Hyper^ 
boles in too literal a lenfe ; which however in 
fimie )un&ures might prove a defperate experi- 
ment. And dm i s i^dmrMim m the modem 
fenfe of the word, to which, fpeaking impartial- 
ly, the Bigou <^\botii Parties are equally entitled. 



Sect* II. 

7he Sentiments ^ Church-of -England Man^ 
^ Rjuith rejj^e& to Xio^erfment. 

WE look upon it as ^ very juft Reproach^ 
though we cannot agree where to fix 
it, that tiiiere ftiould be fo nmch i^^lonoe aad 
hatred in religious Matters among men who a- 
ipree in all Fundamentalsy and only difier in fotne 
Ceiremonies, or, at moft, mere fpecntetivePaiitti^ 
Yet is not this frequently the cafe between con*^ 
tending Parties in a Stiite i 4nftance y do 
. not the generality of Whigs and Tories aMngua 
nrofefs to agree in the fame Fundamentals^ their 
I^lty to the QueeUf their abjuration of the 
Tret£7ider^ the fettlement of the Crown in 
Proteftant Line, arid, a Revolution Principle ? 
Their afiFeaion to th^ Church eftafaUft^^ wkl» 
toleration of DifTfnterf ? Nay, fometimes they 
go farther, and pafs over into each othei's Prin- 
ciples ; the Whi^4 become great afieriors of 4hfer 
Prerogative, and the lories of the PeopJ^e's liber- 
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t|r ; thefe crying down almoft the whole fett of Bi« 
mops^ and tho^ defending them j fo that the dif- 
ferences fairly ftated would be much of a fort with 
dioie of Religion amon^ us^ and amount to little> 
more ihan^ Who Jboviitake Flace^ or go in and 
out firjl ; or kifs the S^uesTfi Hand j And what 
are thefe but a few Court Ceremonies ? Or, IFbo 
Jbould be in the Miniftiy F And what is that to the 
body of the Nation, but a mere fpeculative Point ? 
Yet I ibink it muft be allowed, that no religious 
Seft ever carried their Avcrfions for each other 
to greater heights than our State-Parties have 
done, who, the more to inflame their paflione, 
have mixed religious and civil animofities toge- 
ther ; borrowing one of their appellations from 
the Church , wiih die addition Ifig^ and 
how little foever their difputes relate to the term, 
as it is generally underftood. 
' I tlow pfoceed to deliver tibe Sentimeiits of %^ 
Church" of- J^i^Umd Man^ with refpe6l to Govern-^ 
ment. 

He^does not think die Church of England 
narrowly calculated, that it cannot fall in with 
any regu)ar Qieaes of Government } nor does 
he thinic any one regular fjpecies of Government 
more acceptable to God than another. The 
diree generaHy received m the Stbools have all of 
' them their feveral perfeftions, and are fubjeft 
to their feveral depravations. However, few 
States are ruined by any defefi; in thejir Iiifttta^ 
tion, but generally by the Corruption of Man- 
ners, againft which the beft inhibition is no 

long fecnrid^, and without which a very iU one 

may 
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may fiiblift and floui ifli : Whereof there are two 

S regnant inftanccs now in Europe. The fiiil \^ 
Arifiocracy oi Venice ^ which> founded upon 
the wlfeft Maxims, and digefted by a great 
iength ot lime^ hath in our ageadinitied To ma- 
lay abuies through the degeneracy of the |4obIeS]| 
that the period of its duration fcenis to approach. 
The other is the united Republicks of the States'- 
Generidj vvhert a vein of Temperance, Induftry, 
Parfimony, and a publick Spirit, running thro' 
the whole .body of the people, hath prefer veil aa 
infant Commonwealth, of an^ untimely Birth 
and fickly Conftitution, for above an hundred 
yearsy through fo many dangers and difficult ies» 
as a much more healthy one coul4 never havj^ 
firuggled againft without thoie advantages. 

Where Security of Perfon and Property are^ 
preferved by Laws, which none but the iyhok 
caxi repeal, there the great Ends of Govermnent 
are provided for, whether the adminiftration Imi 
in the hands of One^ or oi' Many. Where any 
one Perfon or Body of Men, who do notxepre- 
lent the H^bolej feize into thf^ir hands the powe^ 
in the laft refort, there is properly )^o longer a, 
<Jpvernment, but what Ari/iotte and his follow- 
ers call the Abufe and Carruptim of one. This 
diftinclion e^^cludes Arbitrary Power in what-. 
€ver numbers I which notwithftanding all tha| 
Jiobbes^ Filmerj and others have faid to its ad«> 
vantage, I look upon as a greater Evil tiian A^ 
narcby itfelf, as much as a San)ag$ is a bappi^ 

ipitatf of Life, than a Ska^i at tli^ 

H 
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It \% reckoned ill manners, a$ well sbs unrea*- 

fonable, for men to quarrel upon Difference in 
Opinion j becaufe that is uliially fuppofed to be 
* a tiling which no man can help in himfelf*; 
which however I do not conceive to be an uni- 
verial infallible Maxina, except in thofe ca^ 
where the queftion is pretty equally difputed a- 
mong the Learned and the Wife : Where it is 
othei-wife, a man of tolerable Reafon, fmail Ex- 
perience, and willing to be inftrufted, may ap* 
prehend he is got into a wrong Opinion, though 
the whole Courfe of his Mind and Inclination 
Would perfuade him to believe it trae \ he may 
be convinced that he is in an Error, though he 
doe^ not fee where it lies, by the bad £ffe^ of 
it in the common Conduft of his Life, and by 
obferving thole perlbns, for whofc Wil'dom and 
Goodnel's he has the greateft Deferc»ice, lo be 
of a contrary Sentiment. According to Hohbes'^ 
Comparilbn of Keafo7img with cajiing up Accounts^ 
whoever finds a Miftake in the Sum Totals muft 
allow himfclf out, though after repeated Trials 
he may not lee in which Article he has mili ec- 
koned. I will inftance in one Opinion, winch 
I look upon every Man obliged in Confcience 
to quit, ov in Prudence to conceal ; I mean» 
that whoever argues in defence of Ahfelute Power 
in a fmglc: Perfon, though he offers the old plau- 
£ble Plea, that, it is bis Opinivtj which he can^ 
not help, wilefs he be convinced^ ought hi all free 
States to be treated as the common Enemy of 
Mankind. Yet this is laid as a heavy Charge 
upon die Clcrgj of the two Reigns biifojpe tlvs 
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Resolutions who under the Terms of PaJUve 
Obidience and Hm^Refiflanci ar« faid to faavt 
preached up the Unlimited Power of the Prince, j 
becaufe they found it a DoflciAe that pleas'd the * , 
Courts and made way for their Preferment* | 
And I believe tlierc may be Truth enough in 
this AccufadoBf to convince us, that human 
Frailty will too often interpofe itfelf among per- 
forms of the holieft Funftion. However, it may ' 
be offered in excuie for the Clergy, that in the 
beft Sociedes there are fonie ill Members, which 
ft comipted Court and Miniftry will induftri* 
.oufiy find oqt and introduce* Befides, it is ma- 
nifen:, that the greater number of thofe who held j 
and preached this Do6lrine, were mifguided by 
equivocal Terms, and by perfe£l Ignorance in 
the Principles of Government, which they had 
fiot made any part of their Study. The quefti* 
W originally put, and as I remember to have 
jheard it difputed in publick Schools, was this, 
Whethefj under any Pretence njubatjceruerj it tna^ 
}fe iau0d t9 refifi the fitpreme Maj^iftrate ? which 
was held in the Negative ; and this is certainly 
' the fight Opinion^ But many of the Clergy 
aikd ottMBT learned Men, deceived lyjr a dubioi]» 
expreffion, miftook the OhjeB to which Pojfvue , 
Obedience was due. By the Supreme MagifiraH 
is properly underftood the Legiflative Power, 
jwhich in all Governments muft be abfolute and I 
unl^ited* But the word Ii/lagifiraie feeming to 
denote a Jingle Perfonj and to exprefs the execU" 
tinje Power, it came to pafs, that the obedience 

4oe to daue begifUUure wasi for want of know* 

ing • 

X 
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ing or Kroiifidcring ,this cafy diftin6lion, mifap* 
pUed to the Admintfiratiotu Neither is it any 
wonder^ that tbe Ciergy or odier wdl-meaaing 
people fhould fall into this Error^ which decei- 
.ved Hobbes himfelf fo far, as to be the^Founda* 
don of all the , political miftakes in his book^ 
where he perpetually confounds the Executi<ve 
with the Legi/lati<ve Fower> though all weU-in?> 
llituted States kmc ever placed tiiem in difiereiit 
hands, as may be obvious to thofe who know a- 
ny thing of Athens^ Sparta^ Thebes, and other 
Republicks of Greece f as weU as the greater 
»ones of Carthage and Rome* 

Befides it is to be confidered, that when theft 
I>o£^ri|ries began to be preached among us, the 
'Kingdom had not quite worn out the memory 
;of that unhappv RebeUiofh under thi( Confe- 
^quences of which it had groaned almoft twenty 
years^ And a ^eak Prince^ in conjtmftion 
with a Succefiion of moft proftitute Minifters^ 
%egan again to difpofe the People to new at- 
tempts^ whkh it was no doubt the Clergy 'a 
duty to endeavour to prevent, if fome of them 
had not, for want of knowledge in Temporal 
affairs, and others perhaps from a worfe Prin- 
tciple, proceeded upon Topick, that ftri£Uy 
followed would enilave all Mankind. 

Among other theological Arguments made 
^fe of in thofe times in praiib of Monardiy, 
and juftification of Ablblute Obedience to a 
Prince, there feemed to be one oi a lingular 
nature $ It was urged that Hempen was govern- 
'^ h^ j^^I^on^fb^ who had none to controul his 

Jfc Powc* 
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Power, but was abfoliilcly obeyed : Then vt 
followed thgt eurtkly Governments were* the 
more perfe6l, the nearer they imitated that in 
Heaven. Ail vv)iich I look upon as the ftrong- 
«4l Argument againft Defpotick Power that ever 
was onVr'd 5 fmce no realbn can poffibly be af- 
ligned, wliy it is beft for the World that God 
^Almii^tity hath inch a Power, which' doth not 
dire£lly prove that no mortal Man ihould ever 
have the like: 

But though a Cburcb^of- England Man thinks 
every Sp/Cclcs of Government equally la^vfulj he 
does not think them equally expedient, ^ or for 
mtty Cowntry indifferently. There may be 
fosncthing in the Climate, naturally dilpofing 
Men towards one fort of Obedience j as it is 
manifell allwfer^A'^j where we never read of 
any Common- wealth, except feme fmall ones* 
on the weftern Coafts ettablilhed bythe Greeks: 
^Tbere may be a great deal rn the Situation of a 
Country and in the prefcnt Genius of the Peo- 
ple. J^i hatli been obfcrved^ that the temperate 
Climates ufoally run into moderate Govern- 
ments, and the Extremes into defpotkk Power. 
'Tis a Remaik of Hohbes, that the Youth of 
England 2xt coiTuptediti their Principles of Go-» 
vernment by reading the Authors ot Greece and 
*'Romey who wiit under Common^wealths. ' But 
it might have been more fairly offered for the 
Honour of Liberty, that while the reft of the 
known Worid was overrun* with the Arbitrary 
- Government of linglePerfons, Arts ^r\6. Sciences 
took their Rile^ and flouiiihed only in thofe few 
^ ^ finaU 

I 
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Cnall' Temtories where the People were y)w. 
And though Learning may continue aiter Liber ^ 
\% loft, as it did in RMte^ for a n^hile, ^pon 
the Foundations Itiid under the Common-wealih, 
and the particular Pati-onage of fiime£mperors» 
yet it hardly ever began under a Tyrmmy in any 
Kation.. Becaule Slanjery Is of all things tiie 
greateft CJog a^d Obftacle to Speculation. And 
indeed arbitrary Power is but the firft natural 
fiep from A/iarchj or the Salvage Li}e \ the ad«-,- 
jufting Fewer and hreedom being an Effect and 
Confequence of maturer Thinkhig: And this 
is no whexe fo duly regul^a^ted as in a limited 
Monarchy : Becaule I beliesre it may pafs for a 
maxim in Stja-te, that the Adm/iijlratio?/ cannot 
be placed in too few Hancd^ nor tlie Legijlaiure in 
^ too many. Now in this material Point, the 

Co^ftit^*^^^" ^'^G E^^^k/^^ Government far ex-^ 
ceeds all •others at this time on the earth, to 
which the prefent Eftabliihment of the Church doUi 
fo happily agree, that I think, whoever is an. 
'Jiaemy to either^ mull of Necdiity be fo to both. 

He thinks, as our Monarchy is conftitotedy- 
an ./fer^^//<ar); Right is much to be preferred be- 
fore EkBim. Becaufe the Govmiment here, 
efpeci^Ily by fomekite AmexKiments, is fo regu- 
larly difpofed in all its parts, that it almoll t^v 
tcutei itiiblf « And therefor^ upon th^e Death of 
a Prince among us, the Adminiftration goes on 
without any rub or interruption. For tlic 
iame reaibns we ha»re little to apprehend from 
the Weahnefs or Fury of our Monarch s, who 
iiucU wile C^unciU to guide the iirfl, and 

K % i-aw$' 
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Laws to reftrain the other^ And therefore this • 
Hereditary Kight (houid be kept fo facred> a^- 
never to break the Succeffion, unleft where die 
preferving it may endanger the Conftitution ;; 
which is not trora any intrinfick Merit, or una- 
lienable Right in a particular Familgf but to a^ 
void the Confequences that uluallv attend the 
Ambition ot Competitors^ to which eleAivft 
Kingdoms are expc^ed ; and which is the onlf : 
Obllacle to hinder them from arriving at the 
greateft Eeria^Uon that Govemtfientean poffibly 
seach» Hence appears the Abfurdity of that 
Diftinflion between a King de faSoj and one- 
de jarer reipe& to ms#- For tvtrytimited 
Monarch is a King dejure, becaufe he governs 
by the Confent of the: <zvboU, which is Authori-. 
ty fuffident to aboliih aU precedcAt Right* 
ft King come in by Conquefty he is no longer a 
limited Monarch } if he afterwards confent to^ 
Xiimiteidons, he becomes immediately King dt, 
jure for the fame reafon. 

The great Advocates for Succ(ffioft, who af-^* 
firm it /Ought sottobie violated upon any regards 
or confideration whatfoever, do mlift much up* 
on one Argument that feems to carry little^ 
Weight. Tbry wMrid have it| 4iM a Cnwm W 
a Prince's Birthright, and ought at leaft to be 
as well fecw«d lo him and his Fofterity as the 
Jbherifafice 6f any private Man j in (hort, thafr' 
he has the fame Title to his Kingdom whiclj^ 
• every Individual has to his Property j now the- 
Confequence of this Doctrine mull be, that as a*^ 
Man ma]^ find^feveral Ways to.wafte^;mi^jpend# 

♦ 
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iDr aba& his Patrimony, without being anfwer^ 
able to the Laws ; fo a King may in like Man^^ 
ner do what he will with his ow//, that is, he 
may Iquander and misapply his Revenues, and 
even alienate the Crown, without being called 
to an account by his Subjects. They allow fuch 
a Prince to be guilty indeed of much Folly and 
Wickednefs, but for thofe he is to anjhver ta 
Cod, as every private Man muft do that is guil- 
ty of Mifmanagement in his own Concerns. 
Now. the Folly of this Reafontng will beft 
pear by applying it in a parallel Cafe : Should 
any Man argue, that a Phyfician is luppofed to 
underftand his own Art beft^ that the Law pro^ 
te£ls and eiKourages his Profeflion j and there- 
fore^ although he (hould manifeAJy prefcribe 
Poifin to all his Patients, whereof they fhouldi 
immediately die, he cannot be Juftly puni(hed^ 
but is aniwerahle only to God i or (hould tlie 
fame be offered in behalf of a Divine, who would 
preach againft Religion and moral Duties : In 
either of theie two cafes, every body would find 
out the fopbiftry, and preiently anfwer, that al- 
tbptf gh. Common Men are not exa^Uy ikilled in 
the compofition cm: application of medicinesi or 
in pvd'cribing the limits of duty \ yet the dif- 
ference between Potfons and Refnedies is eaUly 
known by their efieds j and common Reafon 
foon diftinguilhes between ^iVra^ snd Vice : and 
it muft be necefiary to forbid fcoih theie the fur- 
ther pra6Hce of their proitiHon^i becanfe tbeir 
crimes are not purely perfonal lo tl):^ Phyfician 
or the Divine> but deftru^ve to the pablick. 

K$ All 
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All whidi is infinitely longer in refpeSl td' skr 
Prince, with wkofe good or ill conduf): the 
liappinefs or mifery of a whole Nation is inclu- 
ded ; whereas it is of Imall coirfequence to the 
pttblicky farther tfian examples, how any pri** 
Wte perfon manages his property. 

But granting that the right <^ a lineal Succef^ 
for* to a Crown were upon the fame foot with- 
the property of a fubjeft 5 ftill it may at any 
tm^ be transferred by the Legiillative Powers^* 

^ as other properties frequently are* The Supreme 
Power in a State can do no <wrong^ becaufe what- 

' ever tiiiat doth, is the aAion of dl : And when 
the Lawyers apply this maxim to the Kingy they 
jnuft underiiand it only in that f^nfe as he is Ad- 
mittiftrator of the Supreme Power^ otherw]^e it^ 
is not univerfally true, but may be eonUouled 
in feveral inftances eafy to produce. 

And thefe are the Tm>icks we mtrft proceed 
npon to juftify our excluffon of the young Pre^ 
tender in France ; that of his fufpe£ied Birth be-^ 
ing merely popular^ and therefore not made nftr 
of, as I remember, fince the Revolution, in any 
^eechy Vote, or Proclamation, where there wa^^ 
#ecafion to mention him. 

As to the Abdkatmi of King Japies^ which* 
tfie Advocates on that iide look u|K>n to have^ 
been forcible and tmjuft, and confequently void** 
in itfelf, I think a man may obferve every Arti- 
cle of the Englijb Churchy without being in much 
pain about it. It is not unlikely that all Door$* 
were laid open for his departure, and, perhaps, 

not without the privity pf th& Prince ot Orange^ 
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might better be fettled in his abfence ; but to af- 
fim he had any caufe to apprehend the fame 
Treatment widi his Father^ b an improbable fcan- 
dal flung upon the Nation by a few bigotted 
Fr^ci^ icribblers^ or the invidious -afiertion of a 
roined Party at home^ in the bitternefs of their 
ibuls. Not one material circumftance agreeing 
wiA thofe in 1648 } and the greateit part oT 
the Nation having preferved the utmoft hoiTor 
for that ignominious Murder : But whether hid 
removal was eaufed by his own Fearif or other 
men's Artijicesj it is manifeft to me, that fup- 
poiing the Throne to be vacant^ which was the 
K>ot diey went upon, the Body of the People wa^ 
thereupon left at liberty to chufe what form of 

fovemment they piealed^ by themfelves or theip 
Leprefentatives. 

The only Difficulty of any^ weight, againft 
die proceeiungs at the RevolutioB9 is an obvious 
ebje£Hony to which the writers upon thatfubje^l 
have not yet given a direft or fufficient anfwer, 
as if they were in pain it fome confequences^ 
which they apprehended thofe of the contrary 
opinion might draw from it. I will repeat this 
Obje&ion» as it was offered me Ibme time aga 
with all its advantages by a very pious, learn- 
edy and worthy gentleman of the Nonjuring- 
Party* 

* The force of his argument turned upon this 
that the Laws made by the Supreme Power^ can- 
not otherwife than by the fupreme power be an- 
nulled r That this coniifiing in England of a 

King» 
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JKSngp Lordst aiid Commons » whereof eacll 
)iave a negative voicet no two of them can repeal 

OT enaft a Law without conllnt of the third j 
much ielsmay any one of tliem be entirely exclu- 
ded from Hs part of the Legiflature by a /ote, of the; 
other two. That all thefe maxims were openly 
yiolated at the Revolution j where an Affemhjy 
of the Noiles and People^ not fiimmoned by thf 
King's Writ (which was then an effentlal part 
the Conftitution) and confequentiy no lawful 
ineeting, did merdy upon their own authority 
declare the King to have abdicated, the Throne 
vacant,, and gave the Crown by a Vote to a Ne^. 
pbe^Uf when there were three Cluldrenta inherit^ 
though, by the fundamental Laws of the Realm,^ 
the next Heir is immediately to fucceed. Nei-% 
ther doth it appear how a Vnne^ Jbdicatim 
can make any other fort of vacancy in the 
Throne, than would b^ caufed by his Death, 
fmce he catinot abdicate for his Children (who, 
claim their right of Succeflion by A61 of Parlia- 
ment) otherwile than by his own.ccMiieot in fornix 
to a Bill from the two houfea. 

And this is the difficulty that feems. chiefly tp^ 
fticlc with the moft reafonaole pf thofe, who from 
a mere fcruple of confcience refiife to join with 
us upon the RevolutiojQk Principle j but for the^ 
reft, are, I believe, as far from loving arbitra^i] 
\ ry GovLi nment, as any others can be, who are. 
born under a free Conilitutipn, and are allow- 
ed to have the leaft ihare of common good fenfe«. 

•In this objefllon tlicre are two qucftlons in- 
<Jiu4cd Fiift, Whether upon the foot of ouij 
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Conftitution, as it ftood' in the reign of the late 
King James y a King of England ms^y be depo* 
fed ? The fecond^ is. Whether the people of 
Englandy convened by their own authority, af- 
ter the King had withdrawn: himfelf in the man-^ 
<ker he did, had power to alter tlie Sueceffion ? 

As for the firft, it is a point I fhall not pre* 
fume to determine} and ihall therefore only 
fay, that to any man who hol<& the Negative, 
I would demand the liberty of putting tl^e cafe 
Hn ftrongly as I pleafe.^ I will luppoie ft Ptinco 
limited by Laws like our&, yet running into a 
thoufand caprices of Cruelty like Nero or Qz/i-* 
gula i I wiU fuppoie him^ to murder his Mothes 
^nd his Wife, to commit Inceft, to ravifli Ma- 
frons, to blow up the Senate, and burn his Me- 
tropolis ; openly to renounce God and Chriii:9« 
3lna worfhip the Devil : Thcfe and the like Ex- 
orbitances arc in the power of a fmglc perfon tq^ 
commit, withoat the advice of a Miniftry, or 
affiftance of an Army. And if fudi a King, as 
I have defcmbed, cannot be depofed but by hit 
0WI1 conlent in Pariiament, I do not well lecf 
how he can be refijfed, or what can be meant by 
s( limited Monarchv j or whatiignifies the Peo- 
j^le^s eonfent in maacihg knd repealing Laws, if 
the perfon who adminifters hath no Tie but 
Conlcience, and is anfwerable to none but God«' 
I defire no ftronger pi^oof that an opinion mu(f 
be falfe, than to fina Very great ablurdities an<« 
Hexed to it $ and there cannot be greater thaki 
in the prefent cafe j for it is not a bare Specula- 
toon that Kings may run into fuch enormities as 
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are above-mentioned ; the Pra^Uce may be prov* 
ed by examples not only drawn from the iirft 

Ca^farSy or later Emperors, but many modern 
Princes of Europe ; fuch as Peter the Crtiely Phir 
Up the fecond of Spain j John Ba/ilo<vits of Mu/^ 
co'vjy and in our own Nation, King Johny jRi-? 

the thirds and Hf^iry the eighth. But there 
cannot be equal abfurdities fuppofed in maintain-^ 
ing the contraiy opinion } becaufe it is certain^ 
that Princes have it in their power to keep a Ma-» 
Jority on their fide by any tolerable adminiflxa- 
tion^ till provoked by contifiual Opprefiions > na 
man indeed can then anfwi^r Y'liere the madnefa 

pf the People will ftop. 

As to the fecond part of the objection ; whe- 
ther the people of England, convened by their 
own authority, upon King Jameses precipitate, 
departure^ had power to alter the Succeflion ? . 

In anfwer to this, I think it is manifeft from,' 
tlie praftice of the wifeft Nations, and who feem 
to have had the trueft notions of Freedom, that 
when a Prince was laid afide for Male- Admi^ 
niib'ation, the Nobles and People , if they tliouglit 
it neceffary for the publick weal, did i'efume.jhft' 
Adminiftration of the Supreme Power (the power' 
itfelf having been always in them) and did not 
only 9lter the Succeffion, but often the very form, 
-of Government too ; becaufe they believed there 
vvras no natural Right in pne man to govern ano- 
ther, but that all was by Inftitution; Force^ or 
^onfent. Thus the cities of Gr^^f^, when they 
orove out their tyrannical Kings, either choie 
from anew familj^i w abpliihed the king- 

H 
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fy Government, and became Free States* Thusr 
uie Romans y upon^he expuliion of Tarquin^ found 
it was inconvenient for them to be fubjeft any 
longer to the Pride, the Luft, the Cruelty ana 
arbitrary Will of fingle perfons, and therefore 
by general confent entirely altered the whole 
frame of their Governments Nor da I find the 
proceedings of efther, in this point, to hav« 
been condemned by any Hiftorian of the fuc* 
ceeding ages. 

But a great deal hath been already faid by o- 
ther writers upon this invidious and beaten liib- 
]e£l; therefore I (hall let it fall} though the 
point is commuonly miftaken, elpecially by the 
LaavjerSf who of all others feem leaft to under- 
Aand the nature of Government in general ; like 
under-workmen, who are expert enough at ma- 
king a fingle wheel in a clocks but are utterly 
ignorant how to adjuft the leveral parts^ or re^ 
gulate the movcmeht. 

To return therefore from this dlgreffion : it is 
a Churcb-o/'EftgUmd Man^s opinion, that the 
freedom of a Nation confifts in an abfolute u/:H- 
mited legijlati've Ponjuer^ wherein the whole liody 
of the people are fairly reprefented, and in an . 
Executive ♦duly limited \ becaufe on this fide 
likewife tliere may be dangerous degrees, and a 
very ill extreme. For when two Parties in a 
State are pretty equal in Fo^ej'j fretenfions^ 
Merity and Virtue^ (for thcfe two laft are, with 
relation to Parties and a Court, cjuite different 
things) it hath been the opinion ot tlxe bell wri- 
ter* upon Government^ that a Prince ought not 

in 
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la any fort to%i under the guidance or infiueneo 

of either, becaufc he declines by this means from 
bis Oi&ce of preAdin^ over the njuholcj to be the 
fiead of a Farty^ which^ beiides the indignity^ 
renders him anfwerable for all publick mifma- 
liagen[ientS9 and the couTequences of them s an4 
in whatever State this happens, there muft either 
he a weaknefs in the Prince or Miniftry, or elfe . 
the former is to9 much xeftraiufsd by .the Legif^ 
bture. 

To concUide % A Cburch-of- England Maa 
«tiay with |nrudence and a good confcience ap- 
prove the profeffcd Principles of one Party moro 
than the other^ according as he thinks they beft 
promote the good -of ChuFch and State j but he 
will never be fway'dby pafTion or intereft to ad- , 
vance an opimon^ merely becauie it is ^bat of 
the^ party he moft approves 4 which one fingle 
principle he looks upon as the root of all our Ci- 
vil Animofities. To enter into a Party , as in- 
to an Order of Ftyar^^ with fo refigned an obe« 
dience to fuperlors, is very unfultable both with 
the Civil and Religious Libertic s we fo zealouf- 
ly aflfert. Thus the underftandings of a whole 
Senate are often enflaved by three or four Leaders 
«n each fide, who^ inftead of intending the pub- 
lick wealy have their hearts wholly fet upon 
ways and means how to get or to keep Employ^ 
jnents. But to fpeak more at large, how has 
this Spirit of Faction mingled itfblf in with tht 
mafs of the People, changed their Natures and 
Manners, jind the very Genius of the nation ; 
laroke all the laws -of Ch^ity, Neighbourhood^ 
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AUiance^ and Hofpitality, deftroyM all ties of 

Friendfhip, and divided Families againft them- 
felves ? And no wonder it Ihould be fo> wbe4 
in order to find^out the Charafter of a perfon, 
infteadof enquiring whether he be a man of Vir- 
txtf Honour^ Piety, ^it, good Senfe, or Leani^ 
ing \ tlie modern queftion Is only whether he be 
a U^big or a "Tory^ under which ternis ail good 
and ill qualities are included* 

Now, becaufe it is a point of difficulty to chufe 
an exact middle between two ill extremes, it 
may be worth enquiring in the prelent cafe/ 
which of thefe a wife and good man would ra- 
ther feem to avoid ; Taking therefore their own 
good and ill chaca^MwitfiNiiie abatments and 
allowances for partiality and paflion, I (hould 
think' that in order to preferve the Conilitutioa 
entire in Church^ and State, whoever has a true 
value for both, would be fure to avoid the ex- 
tremes of IVhig for the fake of the former, and 
tlie extremes ^ Tory m the account of the iae« 
ter. 

I have now faid all I could think convenient 
upon ib niceafiibjeft, and find I have the am- 
bition common with other Reafoners, to wil?i 
at leaft that both Paities may think me in the 
rights which would be of fome uie to thofiMitrho 
have any virtue left, but are blindly drawn in- 
to the extravagancies of either, upoafalie Ke- 
prefentations, to ferve the mbition or malice of 
defigning men without any profpeil: of their 
awn* But if that is not to be hoped fort my next 

I. ^ Wifli 
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Wirti ihould be, that both might think me in 
the" ^zvropig: which I would underftand as anaiu^ 
pie Juftification of myfelff and a lure ground tft 

belie\ e that I havr proceeded at leuft with Im* 

tiaiityi and pcihaps with 1 rutii. 
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ARGUMENT 

To prove that the Aboli sh t kc of 

CHRISTIANITY 

IN 

« 

^■ENGLAND, 

* 

yi^Yy ^ Things now ftaad, be attended witli 
, jome Incanveniencies^ and perhaps not 
produce tliore iimy good ££e£ls f ropoied 
thereby. 



Written in the Year i7o8.-'' 



I Am very fenfibk what a Weaknjefs and Pre* 
fumption it is, to reafon againft the g«ne*- 
ral humour and dilpofition of tlie World. I 
Kmember it wsis with great Judical and a due 
regard to the Freedom both of the PuWick and 
the Frefs, forbiddea upon feveral penalties to 
I write^ 9t difcourfe, tMr lay wagers againft the 
.-^even before it was confirmed by Par* 

h z liamentj 
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liament ^ becatife that was looked upon as a de-^, 
fign to oppofe the Current of the People, which^ 
befidcs the folly of it, is a manifeft breach of the 
ftindamental Law, that makes tliis Majority of 
Opinim the Voice o( God. Jn like mannert and 
for the very fame reafons, it may perhaps be nei* 
ther fafe nor prudent to argue agaiaft the Abo- 
liAiing of Chrillianity, at a junfhire wheti aU 
Parties feem fd unanimoufly determined upon 
the Point, as we cannot but allow from theic 
A£lio&s, their Difcourfes, and &eir Writings. 
However, I .know not how, whether from the 
Affeftation of (ingularity, or the Perverfcnefs of 
human nature, but fo it unhappily falls out^ 
that I cannot be entirely of this Opinion. Nay, 
tho' I were lure an Order were iifued for my im- 
" mediate profecution by the Attorney-General^ 
I fhould ftill confefs, that in the prefent pofture 
ci our Affairs at home or abroad, I do not yet 
fee the a^ifolute neceflity of extirpating the Ghrif- 
tian Religion from among us. 

This perhaps may appear too great a Paradojt 
even for our wife and paradoxical age to endure ; 
therefore I fhall handle it with all tendernefs, 
and with the uimoil deference to that great and 
profoupd Majority, which is of anothei: S);ntit» 
ment. 

And yet the Curious may pleafe to ol?ferve, 
how nmch the Genius of a Nation' is liable to 

alter in half an Age : I have heard it affirmed 
for certain by fome very old people, that the ^on-* 
trary Opinion was even in their memories* as 
much in vogue as tlic other is now , and that a 
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-fthojea for AbbKfliing of Chriftianity woiildi 
then have appeared as Tingular, and been tliought 
as abfurd^ as it "^9^ t)us time to writ$ 
car diicourfe in its^iffil^iico. ' 
-'Therefore I freely own, that all Appearances 
^ againft me. The Syftem of the jC^o/jpel, af- 
* '«fl^<i^fiite of other Syftetns, is generally an- 
tiquated and exploded, and the mafs or body 
ef the Common reople, among whom it ieems 
, to have had its lateft Credit, are now grown as; 
much alhamed of it as their betters ; Opinions, 
Uke Faihions, always defcending from thofe of 
quality to the middle fort, and thence to die 
vulgar, where at lexigdi they are dropped and 
Hftnifhf . , \ 
**1^it here I would not be miftaken, and muft 
tlierefore be fo bold as to borrow a diftinftioa 
from the writers on the other fide, wl^en they 
make a difference between nominal and reafTr^'^ 
nxtariafis. I hope no Reader imagines me fo - 
weak toftand up in the defence of real Chriftia- ' 
nity, fuch asuftd in primitive times (if we njay 
believe the authors of thoie ages) to have an in- 
fluence upon mens belief a|i4 anions ; To ofier 
at the reltoringof that, would indeed be a wild 
Projeft, it would be to dig up Foundations; to^ 
dettroy at one blow all the Wit, and half die 
Learning of the Kingdom; to break the entire , 
Frame and Conftituujpa of Things \ . to ruin' 
Trade, extinguilh Arts and Sqehces withthej 
Profeffors of them ; in fhort, to turn our Courts>^ 
Exchanges and Shops into Defarts i and would^ ' 
be fiiUas abfurd as the propofal of Horace^ where^ 

L 3 he 
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he advifes the R^mimSf all m a body, to leavff 

their City, and feekaxxew Seat in feme remot^' 
part of the work)> by way of a- cure for the 
Corruption of their Mannrak 

Therefore I think this Caution was in itfelf 
altogether unneceifary (which I have inferte^ 
only to prevent all poffibility of cavilling) fince 
every candid Reader will eafily vinderftand my 
iUicourfic to be intended cmly in defence of no- 
minal Chriitiauity, the other having been for 
forae time wholly laid afide by general conlent^ 
flt$ utterly tncondftent with all our prefent fcliem» 
of Wealth and Power. v ' 

But why we Ihould therefore caft off the Najne 
and Title of Chriftians, although the general 
Opinion and Refolution be fo violent for it, I 
confefs I cannot (wiih SubniifTion) apprehend 
cdie Coniequence necelf&ry* However^ imoe the 
Undertakers propofc fuch wonderful Advanta-. 
,ge$ to' the Nation by this Projeft, and advance * 
ntany plaufible Objeflions a^inft the Sy iiem of 
Chriitianlty, I lliall briefly confider the ftrength 
of both, fairly allow thei^ their greateft Weight, 
iind offer luch AnfWers as I think moft xeafon* 
;;l)le. After which I will beg leave to (lievv what 
Jncqnveniencies may poliibly happen by fuch 
an Innovationf in l&e prefent Pofture of our Af« 

fairj?. 

Firft, One <?reat Advantage propofed by the 
Abolifliing of Chriftianity is. That it would very 
much enlarge ^nd eftablifli Liberty of Conicience, 
that great Bulwark of our Nation, and. of the 
Proteftant Keligion^ which ftUl tod much li- 
mited 
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mited by Prieftciaft, notwithftanding al| the 
^ood Intentions of the Legiilature, as we have 
Utely found \ff a fevere InftancO'* For it is con- 
fidently reported, that two young Gentlemen of 
Hopes, bright Wit^ and profound Judg- 
inent, who, upon a diorough Examination of 
Caufes and EfFe£ls, and by the mere Force of na- 
tural Abilities without the leaft Tii>#U|re of 
Learning, having made a Difcovery, dbiit there 
was no Gody and generoufly communicating 
dieir thoughts for the good of the Publickj were 
fome time ago, by an unparalleled Severity, and 
upon I know not what obfolete Law, broke for 
Biafphemy • ' And as it hath been wil'ely obferv'* 
ed, if Penecution once begins, no Man alive 
knows how far itmay reach| or where it wiU 
ccna* 

\%Xi anfwer to all which, with Deference to 
. wifer Judgii^ents, I think this rather (hews tjie 
NeeeAity of a nominal Rengion among us« Great. 
Wits love to Ijc free with the highelt Objefls ; 
and if they cannot be allowed a God to revile or 
denounce; they will fpeak evil of Dignities, a-* 
bufe the Government, and refleft upon the MI- 
nillry^ which I am fure few will deny to be of<. 
:mucn more pernicious Confequence^ according 
to the faying of Tiberius^ Deorum Offenfa Diis 
cura. As to the particular Fa£l related, I think 
it is not fsur to argue from one Inftance, perhaps 
another cannot be produced : yet (to the Com- 
fort of all thofe who may be apprehenfive of Per- 
fecution) Blafphemy we know is freely fpoke a 
Million of times in every Coffee -iioufe aad Ta- 
' ^ I ' vern. 
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vern, or where-cver^elfe good Comply taksA. 
It muft be allowed Indeed, that to break an Eng'^ 
lijh Free-born Officer only for Blafphemy, wa^^ 
t0 fipeak the gentleft of fuch an Action, a very 
high Strain of abfoltite Power. Little can ht 
faid in Excufe fot the General ; perhaps he was 
sifndd it might give offence to the Allies, among ^ 
whom, for ought we know, it may be the cuftom 
of the country to believe a God. But if he argu- 
ed, as fome nave done, upon a miftakenlVinci* 
pie, that an Officer who is guilty of fpfltaking Blaf- 
pbemy, may fome time or other proceed fo far 
as to raife^a Mutiny, the Confeqtience is by no 
means fo be admitted i For furely the Comman- 
^ der of an Englijh Army is like to be but ill obey- 
ed, whofe Soldiers fear and reverence him a$ 
little as they do a Deity. *• - '^ 

It is further objefted again ft the Gofpel Syf- 
teik, ^at it obliges men to the Belief of things 
too difficult for Free-Thinkers, and fuch who 
• have fliook off the Prejudices that ufually cling 
to a confined Educaddfai*' To which I anfwer, 

that men fhould cautious how they raife Ob- 
jeftions which refle6t upon the Wifdom of the 
mtidn. Is not every body freely allowed to bs- 
lieve whatever he pleafes, and to publilh his be- 
lief to the World whenever he thinks fit, efpeci* 
ally if it«flSN«^ir.f^ the Party which ia^ 

in the Right ? Would any indifferent Foreigner, 
who fliould read the Trumpery lately written by 
' Afgily Timlali "tlilmdi a0mf% %tid folly more, 
imagine the Gofpel to be our Rule or Faith, 
and to confirmed by Parliaments i Does any 
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Man either believe, or fay he believes, or defire ^ 
to have it thought that he fays he believes one 
Syllable of the Matter ? And is any Man worfe 
received upon that Score, or does he find his 
Watit of nominal Faith a difadvantage to him 
in the Purfuit of any Civil or Military Employ- 

* ment ? What if there be an old dormant Sta- 
tute or two againft him, are they not now ob* 
folete, to a degree, that Etnpfon and Dudley, 
themfelves, if they were now alive, would find 
it impoflible to put them in Execution. 

It is lijcewife urged, that there are, by Com- 
putation, in this Kingdom above ten thoufand 
Parfons, whofe Revenues, added to thofe of my 
Lords the Bifhops, would fufficeto maintain at 
leaft two hundred young Gentlemen of Wit and 
Pleafure, and Free-Thinking, Enemies to Prieft-, 
craft, narrow Principles, Pedantry, and Preju^ 
dices, who might be an Ornament to the Court 
and Town : and then again, fo great a numbef 
of able [bodied] Divines might be a Recruit td" 
our Fleet and Armies. This indeed appears to 
be a Confideration of fome weight : But then,* 
on the other fide, feveral Things deferve to be 
confidered likewife : As, firft, whether it may^ 
not be thought ncceffary that in certain Trafts 
of Country, like what we call Parifhes, there 
ftould be one Man at leaft of Abilities to read 
and write. Then it feems a wrong Computati- 
on, that the Revenues of the Church throlighbut 
this Ifland would be large enough to maintain 
two hundred young Gentlemeh, or even half 
^ that number, after the prefent refined way of 

* '^tf.n ' - • ' ^ Living, 
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I Living, that is," to allow each of them a. 
^t, as» ia tbe jnodern fonnof fiMwdi, wotatA 
make dKia «afy. But4UU«here is mthisProjeft 
a greater milchiet behind ; and we ought to be- 
yrare «f tbe woman> foUy^ iRrWkaUed &e iiei^ 
that every aMraing laid her a golden Egg. For, 
pray, what would bec»me.ot the £ace of mm 
ID die next Age, i£ mt hiA matkkng to*li«ftt« 
qefide.the fcrophulous confumptive produfti- 
on furniHied hy our Mea. of Wit and Plea- 
fure, when IjAwiog Cqmnim^'Wmef dtetr Vitf 
gor, Healdi, and Eftates, they are forced, hy 
iome diragreeable,Marriagc, to piece op thew 
broken £prlui^|ay;«id«nttnkM 
Ifteveft on thmr Pofterity-? Now, here are tea 
thoufand PerA«a,red»ced»' by tke wife reg^. • 
tms of Hm^ lkf •igbtkt.'to the ^leesffity of a 
low Diet, and mpderate Exercife, who are' the 
only great ReO^en of ous Breed, miOfout 
w^ti^^Natiaai wmli^ ill «i Age OS two ht"' 
C^e one great Hofpital. ■ ' .^.>- * - >^ 
^ .Another Advaat^ propttfed ixf.tfae Abdifli^- 

in feven, which is now entirely loft, and confe- 
queutly the Kingdom oae^feveRth beb msSKAeofif 
ble in TiMcj Bufioert,. and Phstifnre } befides 
the Lofs to the Publick of fo many ftately Struc- 
bires now :ii|^e hattds •£ the Clergy, «^hi<h' 
nughtheccNB^rtedintoPky.'^houfes, Exchanges, 
Market-houfes, cppiQon Dormitories, and other 
Publick Edifices. rfi ? ' i ti 

; ][4i<^I<haUA«<brg«nena hard W if I 
call this a perfea CavU. I jeadiiy own there 

bath 
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hath been an old Cuftom, time out of mind, for ^ 
people to afl'emble in the Churches eveiy Sun^ 
dajy and that Shops are Itill frequently (liut, in 
order, as it is conceived, topreferve the Memo- 
ry of tliat ancient Praftice 5 but how this can 
proye^ a hindrance to Bufmefs or Pleafut*e, \t 
hard to imagine. What if the men of Pleafure 
are forced, one. day in the week, to game at 
Home inftead of the Chocolate-lmife ? Are not 
the Ta^er7js and Coffee-houfes open ? Can there 
be a more convenient feafon for taking a Dofe ^ 
of Phyfick ? Are fewer Claps got upon Sundays 
than other days ? Is not that the chief day for 
Traders to fum up the Accounts of the week, 
and for Lawyers to prepare their Briefs ? But I 
would fain know how it can be pretended that 
the Churches are mifapplied ? Where are more ^ 
App#intments and Rendezvouzes of Gallantry ? 
Where more care to appear in the foremoft Bdx^ " 
with greater Advantage of Drefs ? Where more 
Meetings for Bufmefs ? Where more Bargains; 
driven of all forts ? And where fo manyConve- 
niencies or Incitements to Sleep ? 
^ There is one Advantage greater than liny of ; 
the foregoing propofcdby the Abolifliingof Chrif- • 
tianity, that it will utterly extinguifh Parties a- 
mong us, by removing thole Faftious Diftinftl- ^' 
ons of High and Lo^-Chiirchj of U^hig and Tb- ^ * 
fy^ Prejbyterihn and Chufch-of^ England^ which 
are now i'o many mutual clogs upon publick Pro- 
ceedings, and are apt to prefer the gratifying . 
' themfelves or deprefling their Adverfaries, before ' 
the moft important Intereft of the State. r rr:*.. 
;^v.*\.*^ \ .1 con- 
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I coii£a&9 if it were certain that fo great aa 
Advantage imiild redound tatbe Natum by thii 

expedient, I woult^ fubmit, and be fdent : But 
will any man fay, that if the Words, Whoringy 
Drinking^ Cb$atingy Lyings Stemling, were 1^ Aft 
of Parliament ejec ted out of the Englijb Tongue 
and Di£lionarie8t we ihoukl all awake next 
morning chafte and temperate, honeft ami juft^ 
and lovers of Truth. Is this a fair Confequence ? 
Or if the Phyficians would forbid us to pca«» 
vounc^ die Words, Pm^ OMtf Rhmmatifin atti 
Stone^ would that Expedient ferve like fo many 
^alifmam to deftroy the difeafes ^emfekea i 
Are Party and Faftion rdoted in men^s beam 
BO deeper than Phrafes borrowed fi'om Religi- 
^$ or founded upon no 6xmsr Pimdiples ? And 
ia our Language fi> poo^ that we eomtot find 
other Terms to exprels them ? Are Envy^ Pride^ 
Avariee» and Aiabitioa &sxk iki Nemoaciators^ 
that they cannot fiimiih Appellations for their 
Owners ? Will not Hefdukes and MamalukeSf 
Ma$tdar»is and tatfimuM^ or aiiv bdier words 
ibrmed at pleafure, ferve to diltinguifh thofe 
who are in the Miniftry from others who would 
be in it if tbey could ? Whi^ f<^ tnftaiice, is 
caller tlmn to vary the form of Speech, and in- 
ftead of the word Churchy make it a queftiqn in 
Politicks, whedier ^ Mimttment be m danger ? 
Becaufe Religion was neareft at hand to fumifh 
a few convenient phrafes, is our Invention fo 
. barren, we can find \ Suppofe, for ar* 

gument fake, that the Tories favoured Marga- 
rita^ the Wbig^ JMrs. T^Qfts^ and the Tirmm&rs 
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falentimfViroulimtMargantiaKSf Toftians^ and 
V^Uemiummht tole^dbfe Muks of Di^^. 
^OB ? The Prafini and Venetiy two moft virulent 
JFailions in began (if I remember right) 

% a Diiiin&ioii ^ CoimxH in Kibbands, which 
we might do with as good a grace about the 
pignity of the Blue and the Greeny and ferve 
^ijtt properly to idivid? the Coust^ the BarlanMtity 
and the Kingdom between them, as any Terms 
of Art whatfoever borrowed from Religion* 
Andtiisreforei think there is little V^m^vot^Am 
Objection agalnft Chriftianity, or Profpeft of fa 
great aa Aiivaatage a& is propoied in ihe Abo*- 

•^^'Tis again objected, as a vciy abfurd ridicu- 
lous Cu&om, that a Sett of Men (houid be iui--. 
jHMd^«<^«Gh lefs employed and hired, to bawl 
one Bay In Seven againlt theLawfulnefs of tliofe 
Motifs moft in Uie towarda the Piii;tiut osf 
<Sfeatii!0fe^ Rkhesy and Plea^ire^ ^ieh are the 
conftant Praflice of all Men alive on the other 
Sa. But this Obje^lion is^ I tUink^ a little un- f 
trorthy fo refiMd aa Age a$ ours. I>et us ar» 
guc tliis matter calmly j I appeal to the Breaft ^ * 
of any polite Free-Thiokei^ whetlicr, in the ^ 
Ptirfuitof gratifying a predominant Pi^on^ he • 
hath not always felt a wonderful Incitement, by 
reAe&iag k was a TJbing forbidideii : And there- 
fere we fee, in order to cultivate this Teft, the 
Wildom of the Nation hath taken fpecial care, 
tiiat the I^uiiea ihould be iurniftied with Prohi** 
tited Silks, and the Men with Prohibited Wine. 
Aud izideed it ts> be wiiUed^ tliat ibme o- 
v " ' * M ther 
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ther Ftohibitions were promoted^ in order in 
improve the Pleafures of the Town ; whidi^ for 

want otfuch Expedients, begin already, as lam 
toldy to flag and grow languid , giving way daily 
/ to croel*hiroads front the Spleen. 

'Tis likewile propoled, as a gxeat Advantage 
to the Publick, that if we once difcard the Sy- 
ftem of die Gofpd) all Religion i^tU of courfe 
be banlfhed for ever, and confequently along 
with it^ thofe grievous Prejudices of EducatioDy 
vrhichi under the Names of Virtue^^Confcience^ 
Honour^ Juftice, and the like, are fo apt to di- 
fturb the Peace of human Minds, and the Noti-» 
ons whereof are fo hard to be eradicated fay 
right Reafon or Free-Thinkiner, fometimes du- 
ring the whole Courfe of our Lives; 

Her^ firft I obferve how difficult it is to get ri4 
of a Phrafe which the World is once grown fond 
tho^ the Occaiioti that firft produced it be en- 
tireiy taken away. For fome Years paft, if a 
Man had but in ill-favour'd Nofe, the deep 
Thinkers of the Ag^ would fome way or other 
tontrive to impute tlie caufe to the Prejudice of 
his Education. From this Fountain werefaid to 
be derived all ourfcoli(h Notions of Jufttce^ Pi- 
ety, Lore of our Country ; all our Opinions of 
God or a future State, Heaven, Hell, and the 
like : And ;diere might formerly perhaps have 
been fome Pretenec for this charge. But fo ef- 
feftual care hath been fmce taken to remove thofe 
Prejudices, by an entire change in the Methods 
of Education, that (with Honour I mention it to 
our spolite Innovators) tlie young Gentieraen, 

who 
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'V9%0 ve now on the Scene, feem to have nottlie 
feaft Tin>5:ure left of t!iofe Infufions, or §tring 
of ihofe Weeds j an4 by confequence the Rea- 
<bn for aboliftiing nominal Chrifliaiiity, upoQ 
Aat pretext, is wholly ceas'd. r 

For the reft, k may perhaps admit a Contro« 
▼crfy, whether the baniihing all Notions of Re- 
ligion whatfoever would be inconvenient for thei 
Vulgar* Not that I am in the leaft of opiniqa 
witli thofe, who hold Religion to have1)een the 
Invention of Politicians to keep the lower part of 
the world in awe by the Fear of Ipviiible Powers i 
unlels Mankind were then very different from 
Vhat itis now : For I look ujpon the Mafs or Body 
of our People here in England to be as Free« 
Thinkers, that is to fay, as (launch Unbeliev- 
ers, as any of the higheft Rank* JS^t I conceive 
ibme icatter'd Notions about a fuperior Power tet 
be of Angular Ufe for the Common People, as 
fumiibing excellent materials to keep children, 
quiet when they grow peevifli, and providing 
Topscks of Amufement in a tedipus Winter- 
^ight. 

Lafily^ 'Tis propofed, as a fingular A4van- 
tage^thatihe Abolifliing of Chrlftianity will very 
much contribute to the uniting pfi'r^/^^//, by 
enlarging the tenns of Communion> foas to take 
in all Sorts of DiJfenterSy who are now fiiut out 
of the Pale upon account of a few Ceremonie^^ 
vrhich all Sides cpnfefs to be Things indifferent i 
That this alone will effe£hially anfwer the great 
^nds of a Scheme for Comprehenfion, by open- 
ing a large noble Gate, at which all Bodies may 

M * enter ^ 
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enter ; wKereas the chaffering witli Dtjfentets^ 
and dodging about this or t'other Ceremony^ is 
bat like opening a few Wickets, and leaving 
them a Jar> by which no more than one can get 
in at a timet and that not withont itoopingi and 
fidellng, and fqueezing his Body. 

To all this I anfwer, That there is one darling 
Inclination of Mankind^ which ulb ally affects to 
be a Retainer to Religion, though (he be neither 
k8 Parent, its Godmother, nor Its Friend j I 
mean the Spirit of Oppofition^ that lived long 
before Chriftianity, and can eafily fubiift with- 
out it. Let us, for infiance, examine wherein the;, 
Oppofttion of Sectaries among us confiftss we 
fliail find Chriftianity to have no Share in it at 
all. Does the Golpel any where prefcribe a 
ftarched fqutesed Countenancef a u:iiF formal 
Gait, a Singularity of Manners and Habit, or 
any affected Forms and Modes of Speech diffc- 
rent from the reasonable Part ^f Mankind ? 

Yet, if Chriftianity did not lend its Name to 
Hand in the gap, and to employ or divert thde 
H^mours^ they muft of neceifity be fpent in ton^ 
traventions to the Laws of the Land, and di- 
llurbance of the publick Peace* There is a Por- 
tion of Enthufiafm aifigned to every Nation^ 
which if it hath not proper Objefts to \rork on, 
will burft out, and fet all into a Flame. If the 
Quiet of a State can be bought by only flinging 
men a few Ceremonies to devour, it is a Pur- 
chafe no wife man would refufe. Let the ma- 
ftilFs amufe th^emfelves about a Sheep's Skinftuf- 
fed with Hay, provided it will keep them from 
» " worrying 
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9K4Pryffig the Flock « The Inftitutic^ of Conr 
events abroad feems in one point a Strain of great 
Wifdom , there beiiijg few Irregularities in hu- 
v^aoi Paffions^ i^hifh tqay npt have recourfe to. 
vent themfelves in feme of thofe Orders, which 
are lb many Retreats for the Spefulaiive, the Me- 
lancholyj ue Prou4i ths Silent, the f^olitick, and 
tne Morofe,'to Tpend themfelves, and evaporate 
thf jioxious Particles ; for each of whpm We in 
Ifland are forced to provide a feveral Se& of 
Religion to keep them quiet ; and whenever 
ChriRianity ihall be aboliiiied, the Legiilature 
muft find fome other expedient to employ an4 
entertain them. For what imports it how large 
a Gate you open^ if tb^re will be always left a 
Nuniber who place a Pride and a Ment in no( 
coming in ? 

Having thus confidered the moft important 
obje£Uons agatnft Chriftianity, and the chief ad • 
vantages pro^ofed by the Abolifliing thereof 9 I 
iball now wftli equal Deference and Submiflioa 
to wifer judgments, as before, proceed to men** 
tion a few Inconveniencles that may happen, if 
the Gofpel ihould be repealed y which perhaps 
the Froje£lors may not have Efficiently con- 
fidered* 

Aq4 firft, I am ,very fenfible hov? much the 
gentlemen of Wit and Pleafure are apt to mur- 
mur, ^vA be cboaked at the fight of lb many 
daggied-tail Parfons, that happen to fall inl;hj^ir' 
way, and offend their eyes j but at the fam^ tHsne 
thefe wile Reformers do not conftder what an ad - 
vantage and felicity it is, for great Wits to be 

M 3 always 



« 

Digitized by 



116 Alt'' Argument agalnfi 

always provided with ob}e6i8 of SMm and Can- 
tempt, in unler to exercife and improve their 
Talents, and divert their Spleen from falling on 
each other, or on themfelves, dpecially when all 
this may be done wiihout the leafl: imaginable 
danger to their Perfons* 
And to urge another Argument of a parallei 

nature : If Chriftianity were onceabolilhed, how, 
would the Free-Thinkers, the iirong Reaibners^ 
and the Men of profound Leammg*, be able to 
find another fubjeil fo calculated in all points 
whereon to dilplay their Abilities? What won- 
derful produiKons of Witfhould we be deprived 
of from thofe, whofe Genius by continual prac- 
tice hath been wholly tum'd upon Raillery 
Inveftivds againft Religion, and would there- 
fore never be able to fliine or diftinguilh them- 
ielves upon any other fubjefl ? We are daily 
complaining of the great decline of Wit among 
us, and would we take away the greateft, per- 
^ haps the only Topick we have Idt ? Who would 
•ever have fufpe61ed\4/^// for a Wit, or Tola/ii 
for a Philofopher, if the inexhauftlble ftock of 
Ghriftianity hid not been at hand to provide 
themv^ith materials ? What other Subjeft thro' 
ail Art or Nature could have produced Tindal 
for a profound Author, or fumiihed him with 
Readers ? It is the wife choice of the Subje6l that 
alone adorns and cUftiuguilhes the Writer. For 
had a hundred fucb pens as fhefe been employed 
on the fide of Relieion, they would have imme* ' 
disitely funk into Silence and Oblivion* 

Nor 
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^'^or do I thiijk it wholly groundlefs, or my 
altogether hraginary, that the AboUihing 
of Chriftiunity may perhaps bring the Church 
in danger, or at Icaft put the Senate to the 
trotfUe of another fecuring Vote. I defire I may 
not be miftriken ; I am far from prefuming to 
affirm or think that the Church Is dan&^er at 
prefenty or as tlungs now ftand } but we know 
not how foon it may be fo, when the Chriftian 
Religion^is repealed. As plaufible as this Pro- 
ject ieeftis^ there may a dangerous deiign lurk 
imder it. Nothing can be more notorious, than 
that tht Atbeifis, Deiftsy Sacinians^ Anti'Trimta'- 
rians^ aiMiother Sub-diviiionsof Free-^ThinkersV 
are perlbns of little zeal for the prefcnt ccclcfi- 
aftical eftablilhment : Their declared opinion 
is for repealing the Satmmental Teft ; They are 
very indifferent with regard to Ceremonies j nor 
do they hold the *Jus Diniimm of Ejpiicdpac^ : 
Therefore th^fcy may be intended as one politick 
ftep towards altering the Conftitution of the 
Church eftablifhed, and letting up Pre^bjicry in 
die fteady Which I leave to be further confidered 
by thoi'eatthc Helm. ' 

In the iaft place I think nothing can be m6l^e 
plain, than that by tMs expedient we (hall run into 
the evil we chiefly pretend to avoid ; and that 
the Aboliihment oi the Cbrifiian Religion wilt 
be the readieft courfe we can take to introduce 
Popery. And I am the more inclined to this o- 
' puiiCiii^ becaufe we know it has been the conftailt 
praflice of the Jefuits to fend over Emiflaries, with 
i&iirucUo&s to perfonate tliemfelves Members of 

^ the 
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the ieveral prevailing Se£is amongit us* iSa is 
recorded^ that they have 2t fu&drv tiineft appeared ^ 

in the guife of Presbyterians ^ AnahaptiJtSy Inde^ 
P$ndints^ and ^^tfokersp acco.rding as any of thefe ' 
inrere nioft in credit ; fo» fince thf^ fafliion hath 
been taken up of exploding Religion, the Pcpijb 
MiiHonaries nave not been w^ting to mix with 
iShe Ffee^Thinkers } amon? wh6m To^Ioi^^ the 

freat Oracle of the Anti-Chriftiansy is an Irijh 
riefty the Son of an Irijb Prieft j and the moft 
tieanied and ingenious Author of a Bo^ called 
the Rights of the Chrijlian Churchy was in a proper*. 
)im£hire reconciled to the Kon^ Faith, whofe 
true Sonf as appears bjr a hundred {^ages in 
hfs Treatife, he ftill continues. Perhaps I coiild . 
addfome others to the number; but the Fa& is 
beyond difjpute, and tike Reaioning they proceed 
by is right : For fuppofm^ Chriftianity to be ex- 
tinguifhed, the People will never be at eafe till 
tliey find out fome other method' of Worihip \ 
which will as infallibly produce Superftition, as 
this will end in Fopery. 

And therefore, if notwithftanding all I have 
iaidy it ftill be thought neceflary to have a, Bill 
brought ^n for repealing Chrij^anity, I woidd 
humbly offer an Amendment, that inftead of the 
!Shf QX^ Chrijiianitj may be ^MtKeligion in gene- 
laly which I conceive will much better anfwer 
all the good Ends pi opofed by the Projeftors of 
it. For as long as we leave in B.eing a God and 
his Providence^ with all the neceflary Confequen- 
ces which curious and inquifitive Men will be 
apt to draw from fucb Premifcsj^ we dp not fbrike 

St 
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at ttie Root of the Evil, thotqgfh we fhould ever f6 
rfe & iB ^ y aimihilate tiie prefent Scheme trf" di6 
Gofpel : For, of what Ufe is Frrffedom of Thought^ 
if it will not produce Freedom of Aftion, which 
is tlie- ibte End, how remote foever in Appear^ * 

ance, of all Dbjeflions againft Chriftianity ; 
and tl:ierelore the Free-Thinkers confider it as a 
fo/n of Edifiee, wlier^m all the P^ts have fuch 

a mutual Dependance on each other> that if you 
liappen to pull out one fmgle Nail, the whole 
^abrick mufr fdl to the Grciund* This was hap^- 

Eily exprefs'd by him, who had heard of a Text 
rought for Proof of the Trinity, which in an 
attdeiit Mantdcript was differently read $ he 

tiiereupon immediately took the Hint, and by 
a fudden Deduflion of a long Sorites moft lo-^ 
gically cdnchfded : Why^ if it he as wti iky, I 
may fafely whore and drink on, and defy the 
Paripn. Fromwiiich, and many the like Ixxftan- 
ces eaiy to be protbced^ i diidc nothing catt bb 
taore mlnifeft, than that the Quarrel is not a-* 
gainft any particular Points of hard Digeftion in 
the Chriftian Syftetn, but againrfir Religion ifr 
general, which, by laying Reftraints on human 
I^Iature, is fuppofed the great Enemy to the Free* 
;dom of Thou ght tod Afilion . ^ ^ 

Upon tlie whole, if it (hall ftill be thought Cmt 
the Benefit of Church and State, thfit Chriftiani^ 
ty be abolifhecl, I conceive hoWever, it may be 
, more convenient to defer the Execution to a Time 
of Peace, and not venture in this con]un£lure to 
difoblig^ our Allies, who, as' it falls out, are all 
Cliriftlan^, and many of them, by the Prejudices 

of 
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of their Educauon, fo bigoted, a$ to pkce a Qstt 

of Pride in the Appellation. If, upon being re* 
jeded by them, we are to truft to an Alliance 
with the lurij ihall find our ielves much de-* 
ceiveJ : For, as he is too remote, and generally 
engaged in War with the P^?^i:7« Emperor^ fo hi^ 
Pei^pTe woiikl be more Vandalized at am* Inii-» 
delity, than our Chriftian Neighbours. For they 
iajre not only Ikict Obfervers of religious Wor- 
mip, but, what is worfe, believe a God ; which 
is more than is required of us, even while we 
preferve the Name of Chrifiians. 

To conclude i Whatever ibmemay diink of 
the great Advantages to Trade by this favourite 
Scheme, I do very |nuch ap|^reh<snd, that in fix 
^Months Time after the Aa ts paft for the Ex- 
tirpation of tlie iGofpel , the B/vik and Eaft India 
Siock may fall at leaft Qntper Cent. And (ince 
that is fifty times mpce thao evfxthe Wifikm 
of our Age thought fit to venture for the Pre- 
fervation of Chriliianity, there is no Reafon we 
ibould be at fo great a Loisi merely for die fidce 
cl defti oy ipg it. • • . « , * 
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To the Cottntefs of JB b r k l b t. 

M A D A My 

MY intention in prefixing your Lady^ 
flap's Name, is not after the common 
form, to defire your ProtetStion of the 
foUowingL papers J which I take to be a very 

unreafoimie requeft } fince by being infcribed 

to 
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to your Ladyihipi tho^ without your knowledge^ 
^ and from % concealed hand, you cannot recom- 
mend tliem witliput ibine Suijplcion of Partiality* 
My real Defign is, I confete» the veiy fame I 
have often detefted in moll Dedications ; that of 
publifliing your Fraife^ to the World. Not vsgcia 
the Subje£k of yoiur noble Birth, for I know b<« 
thers as noble ; or of the Gi catnefs of your For- 
^ tune^ for I know others fax greater ^ or of that 
beautiful Race (the Images of their Parents) 
which calls you Mother \ for even this may per- 
haps have been equaled in lome other or 
Country^ Befides, none of thefe Advantages do 
derive any Accomplifhments to the owners, but 
ferve at bell only to adorn what they really pof-. 
feft. What I intend, is your Piety, Truth, good 
Senfc, and good Nature, Affability, and Chari- 
ty \^ wherein I wilh your Ladvdiip had many 
Equals, or any Superiors \ and I wifli I could 
fay I knew them too, for then your Ladvfhip 
might have had a chance to efcape this Addrefs. 
In the mean time, I think it highly necelTary, 
for the Intereft of Virtue and Religion, that die 
whole Kingdom fhould be infornied in fome 
Parts of your Charafter : For inftance, that the 
leafieft and poiiteft Converfation, joined with tl\e 
' trueft Piety, may be obferv'd in your Ladylhip, 
in as great Perfection as they were ever feen apart 
in any other Perfons* That by your Prudence 
aild Management under fevarai JDiiadvantages, 
you have preferved theLuftre of that moft noble 
Family, into which you are grafted, #nd which 

the unmeafwabie ProiufioA of Aaceftors &r 

many 
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many Generations had too much eclipfed. Then, ^ 
how happily you pertorm every Omce of Lite^ 
to which Providence hath called you : In the 
Education of thofe two incomparable Daughters, 
whoie Condu£l is £b uuiverfaliy admir'd ^ in e* 
very Duty qf a prudent, emptying, afFe£lionate 
Wife i In that Care which defcends to the mean- 
eft of your Domefticks } and laftly, in that end* 
lefs Bounty to the Poor, and Difcretion where 
tp diftribute it. I infift on my Opinion, that it is 
of Importance for the Publick to know this and 
a great deal more of your Ladyship ; yet who* 
ever goes about to inform them, fliall, inftead of 
finding Credit, perhaps be cenlured for a Flat* 
terer« To avoid, fo ufual a Reproach, I declare * 
this to be no Dedication, but properly an Intro- 
duflion to a Propofal for the Advancement of 
Religion and Morals^ by tracing, however im« * 
perfeftly, fome few Lineaments in the Charac* 

ter of a Lady, who hath i^nt aU her Life lathe 
Praftice ^d Promotion of bodi« / 

AM O N G all the Schemes offered to the 
Publick in this projefting Age, I have oli- 
ferved with fome Difpleaibre, that there have ne- 
ver facien fop the Improvement of Religioil 
and Morals : which, beiide the Piety of the De** 
^ga from the Confequences of fuch a Reforma- 
tion in a future Life^ wottld be the beft natural 
- Means for advancing tfie'puHicfc Felicity of the 
State, as well as the prefent Happinefs of every 
Individual. For, much as Faitn and Morality 
are declined among us^ I ain altogetl^cr confi- 
dent 
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c^ent, they might in a fliort time, and with nd 
very great Troublci be raifed to as hi^h a Per- : 
feflion as Numbers are capable of receiving. In-^ ! 
dec(}, the Method is To ealy and obvious, and 
fbme prefent Opportunities io good, that in or^ 
dcr to have this Froje^ reduced toPraflice^ there 
fe^ms to want notl.ing more than to put thofe 
in mind, who by their Honour, Duty, and In- 
tercft arc chiefly concerned* 

Butbecaufc it is idle to propofe Remedies be- . 
fore we are aifured of the Difeale, or to be in 
Pain till we arc convinced ot the Danger ; 1 
fl:all firft flicw in general, that the Nation is ex- 
tremely corrupted in Religion and Morals \ and I 
then I will olScr a (hort Scheme for the Refor- 
mation of both. * * 

As to the firft ; I know h is reckoned but a 
Form of Speech, when Dii^tncs complain of the 
Wickednefs of the Age : However, I believe up- 
on a fair Comparilbn with other Times and Coun- 
tries, it would be found an unAiubted Tmth. 

For firft. To deliver nothing but plain Mat- 
ter of F36I without Exaggeration or Satire, I fiip- 
pofe it will be granted, that hardly one in- ati 
iiundrcd among our People of Quality or Gen- 
try appears to aft by any Prh>ciple of Religion }. i 
uhat gi'eat Numbers of them cfo ttifirely difcord 
it, and are ready to own their Dift)elief of all Re- 
velation in ordmary difcourfe. Nor is the cafe 
inuchbctter amongdie Vulgar, efpecially in great 
Towns, where the Profancnels and Ignorance of 1 
HandicraWmen, fmall Traders, Servants, and 
the like, are to a Degree very4iay^ 

£X cater. 
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greater^ Then, it k dbiervisd ^1^, that no race 

of Mortals hath fo liitle Senle of Religion as the 
Bnglijb Soldiers j tg confirjn which , I have been 
often told by great Officers in the Army, that in 
the whole Gompafs of their Acquaintance they 
fould not recoiliedt^threepf their Profellibn, who 
feem^d to regard or believe one Syllable of the 
Gofpd : And the fame at leail may be affirmed 
of the Fleet. The Confequences of ali which up- 
on the Actions of Men are equally manifeli. 
They never go about, as in former Times, to 
hide or palliate their Vices^ butexpofe them iVee« 
ly to View like any other common Occurrences^ 
pf Life, without the Icaft Reproach from the 
World or thcmfelve$* For inftance, any Man 
ViriU tell you he intends to be drunk this Evcningt 
or wa$ fp lafb Night;^ with as little Ceremony or 
Scruple, as he would tell you the Time oi the 
I)ay. He will let you kno^ he is eoing to a 
Whore, qx that he has got a Glap^ with as muvh 
IndilFerency he would a piece of p^t^ck Newf* 
He will fwcar, curfe, orblafpheme, without the 
leaft Paffion or Provooatipn. And though ali 
regard for ReputBtion is not quit^ laid afide in 
die other Sex, 'tis however at fq low an ebb, that 
yery few among them feem to think Viitue and 
Conduct of abfoluteNeceflity for preserving it^ li 
this be not fo, how comes it to pafs, the Womt n 
of tainted Reputations find the fame Gountfc- 
nance and Reception in all publick Places, with 
thofe of the niceft Virtue, who pay and receive 
Vifits from them without any manner of Saiiple } 
i^h|ch ^roceedinfi as it is not .very old ^ong u$^ 

• * K 2 * fp 
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lb I take it to be of mod pernicious ConfequeAc^ i 
It looks like a Ibit of compoundiirg betv^een Vir- 
ttte and Vice \ as if a Woman were allow'd to be 
vicious, provided llie be not a Profligate j as if * 
thenJ were a certain Point where Gallantry end$, 
and Infihiy begins 5 or that a hundred criminal 
Amours were not as pai'donable as half a Icore. 

Befides thole Corruptions already mentionedy 
it would be tndlels to enumerate fuch as arife 
from the Excefs of Play or Gaming : The Cheats^ 
tfae Quan*elS| the Oaths and Biafphemies,' among 
the Men ; among the Women, the Negle6t of 
Houftxold Affairs, the unlimited Freedoms, the 
mdecem Paffidn, and laftly the known Inlet to 
all Lewdnefs, when after an ill Run, the Terfon 
muft anfwer the Defefts of the Vnrfc : The Rule 
en fuch oetafions holding true in Play, as it do^ 
in Law j ^uod non babet in Crumena, luat itt 
Cor pore. 

But alt thefe are Trifles iil eomparifon, i£ 

we ftep into other Scenes, and confider the Fraud 
and Cozenage of Trading Men and Shop- keep-* 
ers ; tl^t Iniatiable Gulph of Injuftice and Op- 
prefiion, the Lanv. The open TrafEck of all Ci- 
vil and Military Employments (I wifli it refted 
tliere) without the leaft regard to Merit or Qua- 
lifications : The corrupt Management of Men 
Jn Office i the many deteftable Abufes in chufmg 
thofe who reprefent the People, with the Ma- 
nagement of Interefts and Faflions among the 
l^cprefentatives : To which I muft be bold to 
add, the Ignorance among fome cf the lower 
Clergy i tiie mean fervile Temper of others ; the 
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pragmatical Demeanor of ieveral vouxig^ 
Stagers in Divinity^ upon their firft producing^ 
themfelves into the World j with many other Cir-» 
cumilances needlefs, or rather invidious to mentis 
on ; which falling in with the Corruptions alrea<* 
dy related,, have, however unjuftly, almoii ren- 
d^r'd the whole Order contemptible. 
This IG a fliort View k£ the general Depnnm* 

ties among us, without entering into Particulars, 
which would be a^ emllels iiabour* Now, as u<» 
niverfai and deepi rooted as thefe appear to be, 

I anj utterly deceived, if an effeflual Remedy 
might not be applied to molt of them \ neither 
am I at prefeat upon a wild fpeculative^ Projcft^ 
hut fuch a one as may be eafily put in Execuiicn. 

For, while the Prerogative of giving ail £m- 
plojmnents continues in the Crown^ either imme.* 
diately, or by Subordination, it is in the power 
oi the Prime to make Pi/ety and Virtue become 
the Faftiion of the Age, if tt the fame time he 
v/ould make them neceflai'y Qualificatiojis toe 
Favour and Prefoment*. 

It is clear from pref^nt Experiwce, Aat the 
hare Example of the bell Prince will not have a- 
ny mighty Influence, where the Age is veiy cor^ 
rupt. For when was there ever a better rrince 
on the Throne than the prefent Queen ? I do not 
talk of her Talent for Government, her Love oi' 
the People, or any other Qualities, that are pure* 
Iv regal \ but her Piety, CRar^y, Toing^rance^ 
Conjugal Love^ and whatevet^ Ql^r Virtues do. 
beft adorn a private Life 5 wherein,. without Quef* 
tion or Flattery, (he hath no fujgerjioi; \^ nci- 

N I ther 



Digitized by 



n 



tiigr w ill it be Satire or peevUh InveSive to aF*" 
ikm^ that lAfidelity and Vice are licit much ^ 
ruinifiied fince her coming to the Crown, nor 
will y in probabi l i t y , till Ibmc more effe6hial Re« ^ 
tped^ be proyided. 

M l us human Nature feems to lie under this 
difadvantage, that the Example alone of a vici- 
oudiPrtnca will in dme corrupt an Age j b«t tliat 
of a one will not be futhcicnt to reform it 
without lurther endeavours. Princes mult there- ' 
fore fupply this defeft by a vigorous Exercife of 
that Autliority, which the Law has left them, 
by m:iking it every man's Intereft and Honour 
to cultivate Religion and Virtue, by rendering • 
Vice aDifgrace, and the certain Ruin to Prefer- 
ment or Pretendons s All wluch they fhould firft 
attempt in their own Courts and Famities. For 
inllance, might not the Queen's domefticks of 
the middle and lower fort be obliged, upon Pe-^ 
nalty of Su^enfibn <ir Lofe of their Bmploy-^ 
ments, to a conllant weekly Attendance on the 
Service of the Church } to a decent Behaviour in 
it 5 to receive the Sacramtot four times in the 
Year ; to avoid Swearing and irreligious pro- 
phane Difcourles ; and to the Appearance at 
leaft of Tempenwice and Chaftity ? Might not 
the Care of all this be committed to the ftrifl In- 
ff>e6tion of proper Officers ? might not thoie of' 
higher Rank and nearer Accefs to her Majefty 
veceive licr own C9ramands to tlie fame Purpofe^ 
and be countraanced <h* disfavoured according as 
the^ obey I mig^ not the Queen lay her Injunc- 
tions 
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trons on the Bifhops, and other great Men of 
undoubted Piety^ to make diligent enquiry^ and 
her Notice^ if any peribn about her ihould 
happen to be of Libertine Principled or Morals 
Might not all thole who enter upon a»y Office 
tlk4i«i^a|efty^d Fsunily, \)t obliged-to take an 
Oath parallel with that againft Simony, which is 
adminiftred to the Clergy ? 'Tis not to be doubt- , 
cd, bM that it* thefe or ti» iikePrdc^ings were 
duly obferved, Morality and Religion would 
foon become iafhxonable Coxirt Virtues ; and be 
taken up as^ the &tHf Mediods to get ot^keep 

Employments there 5 which alone would have 
migW Influence upon many of the Nolnlity and^ 
firmd^l Gentry, - 
' But if the like Methods were purfued as far as 

Kiiible widi regard to Aofe^ who are in the great" 
nploynfents of the State, it is hard to conceive 
Jhow general a reformation it might in time pro- ^ 
ducc among us. For if Piety and Virtue wer#^ 
once reckoned qualifications neceffary for Pre-^ 
ferment, every man thus endowed, when put 
into great Stations, would readily imitate the 
Queen's Example in the diltrlbution of all Offi- 
ces in his difpofal ; efpecially if any apparent 
Tranfgreffion thrb* Favour or Piartiaiity would 
be imputed to him for a inilUemeanor, by which 
he muft certainly forfeit his Favour and Station : 
And there being fuch great Numbers in employ 
ment fcatter'd through every town and country in 
this Kingdom, if all thefe v^^ere exemplary in the 
Cdndu£l of their Lives, things would foori take 
a new face, and Keligion liceive a mighty En- 
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couragement : Nor would the Puibdlck Weal har 
kls advanced } fince of nine Offices in ten that are 
ill executed, the defeft is not in Capacity or Un- 
•derftandlngt but in common Honefty^ I know 
no Employment for which Piety difqualiiiea any 
man ; and if it did^ I doubt the Objeflion woula 
not be very ieafonably offered at prdent ; Becauie 
it is peihaps too jw a Reflefhmiy that jin die 
Difpofal ot Places, the Queftion whether a Per- 
ibn be fit for what he is recommended, is very 
olten toe laft that is thought on or regarded. 

I have often imagined, that fomething paral - 
to the Office ot Cenfors antiently in Kome^ 
would be mighty Ufe amon^ us^ and could 
be eafily limited from running into any Exor- 
bitances. The Romant underftood Liberty at 
leaft as well as we, were as jealous of it^ and 
upon every occafion as bold AfTertors. Yet I 
do not remember to have read any great com«- 
plaints of the Abufes in that Ofiice among them ; 
but many admirable EfFefts' of it are left upon 
Record. There are feveral pernicious Vices ire* 
quent and notorious among ust that efcape or 
elude the Punlrtiment of any Law we have yet 
invented, or have had no Law at all againft them j 
Tuch as Atheifm, Drunkennefs, Frauds Avarice,^ 
and I'everal others j which by this Inftitution, 
wifely regulated, might be much reformed. Sup* 
pde, formftance, mat itinerary Commiflioners 
were appointed to infpeft every-where thoughout 
the kingdom into the Conduct (at leaft) ot mien 
i^ ^£ce^ with reff e£l to tij^eir Morals and Reli* 
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kion» as well as their Abilities ; to receive the 
Complaints and Informations that fhoidd be of a' 
fercd againft them, and mike their Report here 
upon Oath to the Court or the Miniftry^ ,who * 
fliould reward or punifli accordingly. I%^oidf 
enterihg into the Particulars of this or any other 
Scheme, which coming from a private hand might 
be liable to nniany ddFcftSi but ^oiild fooit be du- 
gefted by the Wifdom of the Nation : And fure- 
ly, fix thoufand Pounds a Year wpujd not be^iil 
laid out iMong as many^i^i^iifioiSm quoL^ 
lified, who in three IHvifions Chould be perfonal- 
ly obliged to take . their yearly diciuts ..tk^ 
pnrpofe* ; ^ ' ' * "^^V^' 

But this IS befide my prefent Defign, which 
was only to ihew what Degree of Reformation 
is in the Power of tbe Queen, without the In- 
terpofition of the LegillatUre, and which her 
Majelfy is without queftion obliged in Confci-^ 
ence to eiultavour tyy her Atithorify > a$ AJidx a$ 
flie does by her PratUce* 
" It will be eafily granted, tliat the Example of . 
tfiis great Town hath a eighty Infltience over' 
the whole Kingdom } and it is as manifeft, that 
^ Town is equally influenced by the Court and 
the Miniftry, and thofe who by their Employ- 
ments, or their Hopes, depend upon them#; 
Now, if under fo excellent a Frincefs as the pre«* 
fent Queen, we would luppofe a Family ftriftly 
regulated as I have above propofed ; a Miniftxy^ 
where every fingle perfon was of diftinguiflied 
Piety ; if we (hould fuppofe all great Offices of 
State and Law filled af ter the fame manner, and 
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vrkh fuch as were equally diligent in chuiln ^ 
perfonsy who in their feveral Subordinatiqp^ 
would be obliged to follow the Examples of 
' their Superiors, under the penalty of Lofs of 
Favour and^Place ; will not every body grant, 
that the Empire of Vice and Irrellgipn would be 
ibon deftroyed in this great Metropolis, and re- 
ceive a terrible Blpw through the whole Ifland, 
which hath fo great an Intercourfe with it, and 
^ much afFe6ls to follow its FaAiIons ? 

For, if Religion were once underftood to be 
the neceffary ftep to Favour and Preferment, 
can it be imagined that any man would openly 
offend againfl it, vdia haa the leafl regard for 
his Reputation or his Fortune ? There is no 
Quality fo contrary" to ^y I4at|i)re, which Mei| 
cannot affeft, and put on upon Occafion in orr 
der to ferve an Intereft, or gratify a prevailing 
Fallipn. The proudefl Man will perfonate Hu* 
mility, the morofeft learn to flatter, the lazieft 
will be fedulous and aflive, where he is in Pur- 
fidt of what he has much at ^Heart s How rea- 
dy therefore would moft Men be to flep into the 
Paths of Virtue and Piety, if they iufajlibly led 
to Favour and Fortune ! 

If Swearing and Prophanenefs, fcandalous and 
avowed Lewdnefs, exc^ffive Gaming and In«- 
temperance, ^ere a little difcountenaiiced in the 
Army, I cannot readily fee what ill Confequen- 
ces could be apprehended. If Gentleme]|i of that 
Frofeffion were at leaft obliged to fome externsd 
Deconim in their Conclu6l, or even If a profli- 
^at^ Life a^d 9^a|:a£lef y/ere po( a lyleans of 
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Advancement, and the Apjpearance of Piety a 
moft infallible Hindrance, it is impoffibie thd 
Corruptions t|tere fliould be fo univerfal and ex- 
orbitant* I have been affured hy leveral great 
Officers, that no Tr^ps abroad are fo ill difei* 
plined as the E^i^lijh y which cannot well be other- 
wife, while the common Soldiers have perpetual- 
ly before dieir eyes the vicious Example of their 
Leaders j and it is hardly poflible for thofe to 
commit any Crime, whereof thefe are not infi* 
jritely Biore guiltfi acid with lefs Xettiptation. 
^ It is commonly charged upon the Gantlemcn 
the Army, that the beaftly Vice of Drinlf.ing 
to ^xcefs Kath been lately from their Example 
reilored among us ; which for fome Years be- 
fore was almoft dropt in England^ But, who- 
ever the Introducers were, they have fiiccteded 
to a Miracle } many of the young Nobility and 
Gentry are already become great Proficients, 
aiid are under no manner or Concern to hide 
their Talent, but are got beyond all Senfe of 
Shame, or Fe&r of Reproach. 
^ This might foon be remedied, if the Queen 
would think fit to declare, tliat no young Perfon 
of ^ality whatfoever, v<rho was hotorioufly ad- 
difte^ to that or any other Vice, (hould be capa- 
ble of her Favour, or even admitted into her 
Prefence ; with pofitiVe Command to her Mini-i 
fters, and others in great Office, to treat them 
in the fame manner 5 after which^ all Men who 
had ^ny regard for their Reputationi or any 
Profpecl of Preferment, would avoid their Conf>* 
merc€t This would quickly make Vice fo fcan- 

dalou^i 
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alpus, that thofe who could not fubdue, would 
t leaft endeavour to difguife it. 

By the like Methods a Stop rmght be put ta 
that ruinous praflice of deep Gaming ; and tha 
Reafon why it prevails fo much, is, becaufe a 
Treatment dlreclly oppo/ite in eveiy Point is made 
ufe of to promote it \ by which means the Laws 
made againft this Abufe are wholly eluded. 
* It cannot be denied, that the want of ftii£l 
pifcipline in the Univerfities hath been of per- ' 
nicious Confequence to the Youth of this Na-^ 
tion, who are there almoft left entirely to thei^* 
own Management, efpeclally thofe among them 
of better Quality and Fortune; who, becaufe 
tliey arc not under a Neceflity of making Learn-^ 
Ing their Maintenance, are eafdy allowed to 
pafs their Time and take their Degrees with lit- 
tle or no Improvement : than which there can- 
not well be a greater Abfurdity. For if no Adr. 
vancement of Knowledge can be; had from thofe 
places, the Time there fpent is at beft utterly 
loft, becaufe every ornamental Part of Educati- 
on is better taught elfewhere : And as for keep-». 
ing Youth out of Harm's way, I doubt, where 
fo many of them arc got together, at full Li- 
berty or doing what they pleafe, it will not an- 
fvver the End. But whatever Abufes, Connip- 
tions, or Deviations from Statutes have crept 
into the Univerfities through Ncgleft, or Length 
of Time, they might in a great Degree be re- 
formed by ftri<5l Injunftions from Court (upon 
each Particular) to the Vifitors and Heads of 
Houfesi J befides the peculiar Authority tlie 
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Queen may have in feveral Colleges, whereof 
her Predeceffors were the Founders. And among 
other Regulations, it would be very convenient 
to prevent the Excefs of Drink, with that Icurvy 
Cullom among the Lads, and Parent of the 
former Vice, the taking of Tobacco, where it 
is not abfolutely neceftary in point of Health.- '» 

From the Univerfities, the young Nobility, 
and others of gi'eat Fortunes, are lent for early 
up to Town, for fear of contrafting any Airv<5 
of Pedantry by a College Education- Many of 
the younger Gentry retire to the Inns of Court, 
where they are wholly left to their own Difcre- 
tion. And the confequence of this Remifnefs in 
Education appears by obferving, that nine in tea 
of thoft who rife in the Church or the Court, the 
Law or the Anny, are younger Brothers, or new 
' Men, whofe narrow Forlxines have forced them 
upon Induftry and Application. £ 

As for the Inns ot Court, unlefs we flippofe 
them to be much degenerated, they muft needs 
be the worft inftituted Seminaries in any Chrifti-* 
an Country ; but whether they may be correfted 
without Interpofition of tlie Legillature, I hav,e 
not (kill enough to determine. However it is cer-< 
tain, that all wife Nations have aoreed in the Ne- 
ceflity of a ftrift Education, which confiftcd a^ 
mong other things in the Obfervance of moral 
Duties, efpecially Juftice, Temperance, and Cha»? 
ftity, as well as the knowledge of Arts, and bo- 
dily Exercifes : But all thefe among us are langh^j- 
ed out of doors. >.r 

\ Witliout the Icaft Intention to offend the Cler- 
gy, I cannot but think, that through a miftaken 

O . Notion 
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Notion and Praftice they prevent tbemielves from 
doin{^ mucli Service, which otherwife might lie 
in their Power, to Religion and Virtue : I mean, 
by affecting fo mnch to converfe with each other, 
and caring lb little to mingle with the Laity. 
They have their particular .Clubs, and particular- 
Coffee-houfes, where they generally appear in 
Chifters : A lingle Divine dares hardly fhew his 
Perfon among Numbers of fine Gentlemen j or if 
he happens to fall into fuch Company, he is fi- • 
lent and fufpicious, in continual Apprehenfion 
tliat fome pert Man of Pleafure (hould break, an 
tmmannerly Jeft,andrender him ridiculous. Now 
1 take this Behaviour of the Clergy to be juft as 
realbnable, as if the Phyficians fhould agree ta 
fpend their Time in viliting one another, or their 
feveral Apothecaries, and^leave their Patients to 
ihift for themfelves. In my humble Opinion, the 
Clergy's Bufinefs lies entirely among the Laity J 
neither is tliere perhaps a more efFeftual way to 
forward the Salvation of Men's Souls, than for 
fpiritual Perfons to make themfelves as agreeable 
^s they can in the Converfations of the World ; 
for which a learned Education gives them great 
Advantage, if they would pleafe to improve and 
apply it. It fo happens, that the Men oj Pleafure, 
who never go to Church, nor amufe themfelves 
to read Books of Devotion, form their Ideas of 
the Clergy from a few poor Strolers they often 
Jbbferve m the Streets, or fneaking out of lome 
itierfon of Qwality's houfe, where they are hired 
,by the Lady at ten Shillings a Month : while 

■ ♦thofe of better Figure and Parts do feldoi^k ap- 
. - .. _^ , - - . ' . pesKf 
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pear to conre£l thefe Notions. And let fomeRea- 
ibners think what they pleafe, 'us certain that 
men muft be brought to efteem and love the 
Clergy, before they can be periuaded to be in love 
with Religion. No Man values the bcft Medi- 
cine, if adminifter'd i>y a phyfician whofe Perfon 
he hates or defpifes. If the Clergy v\'ere as for- 
ward to appear in all Companies, as other Gentle- 
men, and v/ould a little lludy die Aits of Con- 
verfation to make themfelves agreeable, they might 
4>e welcome at every Party, where there was tlie 
^^eaft Regard for Politenefs or good Senfe 5 and 
<onfequently prevent a thoufand vicious or pro- 
'phane Difcourfes, as well as Aftions j neither 
.would men of Underftanding complain that a 
Clergyman was a conftraint upon the company^ 
becaule they could not fpeak Blafphcmy or ob* 
;fi:ene Jefts before him. While 'the People are fa 
jealous of the Clergy's Ambition, as to abhor all 
.Thoughts of the Return of Eccleliaftical Difci- 
plme among them, I do not fee any other Me- 
thod left for Men of that Funftion to take in 
'order to refonn the World, than by ufmgall ho- 
neft Alts to make themfelves acceptable to the 
Laity. This, no doubt, is Part of that Wifdom 
of tiie Serpent, which the Author of Chriftianit\'' 
direfts,' and is tlie M^vy method ufed by St. P^ufy 
who becavie all Tubings to all Men^ to tke Jenvs a 
JenVj and a Greek to tht Greeks. ^ 
How to remedy thefe Inconveniencies, may be 
a Matter of fome Difficulty, fmce the Clergy feem 
to be of an opinion,* that this Humour of feque- 
. fixing themfelves is a part of their Duty j nay, 
^ v$ O a .as 
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'-as I remember, they have been told fo by fome 
of then- Bifhops in their paftoral Letters, parti- 
Aculnrly by 072c among them of great merit and 
rdiftlnftion, who yet, in his own Praftice, hath 
-all his Life-time taken a Courfe direftly contra- 
IX)'. But I am deceived, if an aukward Shame, - 
•'^or Fear of ill tifage from the Laity ; have not a. 
gi'eater Share in their miftaken conduft, than 
'their own Inclinations : However, if the outward 
^rofeflion of Reli£;ion and Virtue were once in 

* practice and countenance at Couit, as well as a*- 
mong Mer in Office, or who !:ave any hopes or 

• Dependance for Prefennent, a good Treatment 
•of the Ciergy would be the neceflary Confequence 
iof fuch a Keformation ; and they would foon be 
'w*ifc enough to fee their own Duty and Intereft 
in qualifying tliemfelves for Lay-Converfation, 
;,when once tliey were out of fear of being choaked 
iby Ribaldry orPropharienefs. ^ 

Tht^re is one fuither Circumftance upon tnfs 
.occalic . vv'hich I know not whether it will be 
rvery Orthodox to mention : The Clergy are the 
. only Sett of Men among us, who conftantly wear 
» a diftinft Habit from oiixers : The Confequence of 
which (not in Reafon but in Faft) is this, that dfs 
, long as any fcandalous Perfons appear in that 
Drefs, it will continue in fome degree a general 
Mark of Contempt. Whoever happens to fee a 
Scoundrel in a Go<wfi, reeling home at Midnight 
\(a Sight neitlier fre^ue^it nor miraculous) is apt 
*^ to entertain an ill Idea of the whole Order, and 
at die fame time to be extremely comforted in 
his own Vices. Some Remedy might be put to 

this. 



Digitized by Google 



Advancment of Religmij &C* 1 39 

ihls, if tliofe ftraggllng Ggntlemen wli6 come up 
to Town to feek their Fortunes^ were fairly dif- 
mifTed to the Weji-Indiesy where there is Work 
enough, and where fome better Provilion (hould 
be made for them, than I doubt there is at pre- 
fent. Or, what if no Perfoii were allowed to weS\' 
the Habit, who had not fome PrefeiTnent in the 
Church, or at leaft fome Temporal Fortune fuf- 
ficient to keep him out of Contempt ? Though in 
my Opinion it were infinitely better, if all the 
Clergy (except the Bilhops) were permitted to 
appear like otner meti of the graver fort, unlefs at 
thofe Seafons when they are doing die Bufmefs of 
their Funftion. 

Tliere is one Abufe in this Town which won- 
derfully contributes to the Promotion of Vice; 
that fuch men are often put into the Commiflion 
of the Peace, whofe Intereft it is, that Virtue • 
Ihould be utterly baniihcd from among us 5 who 
' maintain^ or at leaft enrtch themfelves \yf encouri- 
nging the grofieft Immoralities ; to whom all the 
Banvds of the Ward pay Conh'ibutlon for Shelter 
and Proteftion from the Laws. Thus tliefe woj> 
tliy Megiftrates, inftead of leffening Enormities, 
are the Occafion of juft twice as niuph Debauche- 
ry as there would be without them. For tliofe in- 
famous Wom^n are forced upon doubling their 
Work and Tnduftry, to anfwer double Charges, 
of paying the Jullicc, and fupporting themfelves. 
Like Thieves who cfcape the Gallows, and are 

vkt out to fteal in ui der to difcharge the Gaoler> 
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It is not to be quelUoned, but the Qjieen and 
Mlniftiy might es£^ ttdrefk abominabte 
Gricv'ance, by enlarging the Number of Jufticcs 
fi£ the F^ace, by endea\ curing to <^uic Men of 
virtuous Prtndpies, by admitting none who have 
not conadei*able Foitunes i perhaps^ by receiving 
into die Number iome of the moit wmwk^^gyi 
Chen> by iwcing all of them, upon fevm 
nalties, to a£l wnen tliae is Occafion, and nojt 
j[)ermittingany who are offered, to refufe the Comt 
miifion i but indiefe tvi^o laft Cafoy whidi .ai# 
^^ery material^ I doubt there will^ ];)e need (^,th$ 
'Xegillature. . . : ] y 

The Refonhation of the Stage is ^tirely in liie 
Power of the Queen j and, in the Confequences 
it hath upon the Minds of younger People, doe* 
very well dderve the ftrifteft Care. Befide theun** 
decent and prophane paflages j befide the perpe- 
pjisl tuiiiing into ridicule the very Fun£bon of 
the Priefthood, with othei* Irregularities in moft 
modern Comedies, which have been ofteh objected 
4:b them f it is woith obierving the diftribtttiv9 
Juftice of the Authors, which is conftantly zpp 
^lied to the Punifhment of Virtue, and the Re- 
ward of Vice i directly oppofite to the Rules of 
their beft Criticks, as well as to the Praftice of 
Dmmatic Poet§ in all other Ages and Countriea. 
For Example, a Country "Squire, who is repre*. 
fented wkh no other Vice but that of being ^ 
^Clown, and . having the provincial Accent upr 

his Tongu^ which is nei^&er a Fault, nor i£i 
his Power tp remedy, muft be condemn^d to mar- 

. . ' .. .. .nr 



Digitize 



Ad^ancment of Religion y &c. 141 

ry a caft Wench, or a crack'd Chambemiaid. 
On the other fide, a Rake-hell of the Town, 
whofe Chara6ler is fet off with no other Accom- 
pli/hments but exceflive Prodigality, Prbphane- 
ncfs. Intemperance, and ^uft, is rewarded with 
a Lady of great Fortune to repair his own, which 
his Vices hadalmoft ruined. And, as in a Tra- 
gedy, the Hero is reprefented to have obtained 
many Viftories, in order to raife his Charafler 
in the Minds of the Spectators ; fo the Hero of 
a Comedy is reprefented to have been viftorious 
in all his Intrigues for the fame Reafon. I do not 
r^nember that our EngUjh Poets (^ertfuffer'd a 
criminal Amour to fucceed upon tlie Stage, till 
the Reign of King Charles thefecond. Ever fince 
that time, the Alderman is made a Cuckold, the 
deluded Virgin is debauched, and Adultery and 
Fornication are (uppofed to be committed behind 
the Scenes, as Part of the A6lion. Thefe and many 
more Cormptions of the Theatre, peculiar to our 
Age and Nation, need continue no longer than 
while the Court is content to connive at or negleft 
tliem. Surely a Penfion would not be ill employed 
on fome Men of Wit, Learning and Virtue, who 
might have Power to ftrike out every offenfive 
or unbecoming Paflage from Plays already writ-< 
ten, as well as thofe that may be offered to theJ 
Stage for the future. By which and other wife 
Regulations, the Theatre might become a^ve^y 
innocent and ufeful Diverfion, inllead of being 
the Scandal and Reproach to our Religion and 
Country. t 

' * ■ . • - The 
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The Proponus I have hitherto made for tlie 
Advancement of Religion and Morality', arefuch 
as come within reach of the Adminiftratlon ; flich 
as a pious aflivc Prince, with a fteddy Refolu- 
tion, might foon bri»g to Effeft. Neither am I 
aware of any Objections to be raifed againft what 
I have advanced 5 unlcfs it flioiild be thought, 
that the making Religion a necelTaiy Step to In- 
tereft and Favour, nufi^ht increafe Hypocrify a^ 
mong Us : And I rea^ilv believe it would. But 
if one in twenty fliould oe brought over to tine 
Piety by this or the like metliods, and the other 
nineteen be 6nly Hypocrites, the Advantage 
^ would ftill be great. Befides, Hypocrily is much 
more eligible than opeii Infidelity and Vice ; it 
wears the Livery of Religion ; it acknowledges 
l^ier Autliority , and is cautious of giving Scandal. 
Nay, a long continued Difguife is too great a 
conftraint upon human Nature ; efpecially an 
Eyiglijh Difpofition : Men would leave off their 
Vices out of mere Wearinefs, rather than under- 
go the Toil and Hazard, anji perhaps Expence, 
of praftifing them perpetually in private. And 
I believe it is often with Religion as with Love ; 
which, by much diffembling, at laft grows reaU- 
AH other Projefls to this great End have prov- 
ed hitherto inefteftual. Laws againft Immorality 
have not been executed, and Proclamations occa-j^ 
fionatly iffued out to inforce them, are wholly xm-> 
-regarded as Things of Foitti. Religious Societies, 
though begun with excellent Intention, and by 
Perfons of true Piety, are faid, I know not whc^: 
ther truly or no, to have dwindled into faftious 

Clubs, 



Clubs, r«nd grown a Trade to enrich little khavifli 
Informers of the meaneft Rank, fuch as QOiOf 
ttion Conftahle$9 and broken Shopkeepers. 

And that fome effefhial Attempt fhouH be 
made towards fuch a Reformation, is^ perhaps 
ttorttiec^ry than People commonly apprefaead} 
becaufe the Ruin of a State is generally preced- 
ed by ati univerfal Degeneracy of Manners, and 
Contempt o€ Religion j whieh is entirdy our Caft ^ 
atprefent% ... 

Diis UmnQrmp.q^od r^iSf imperds. Hor. 

Neither is this a matter to be deferred till a 
more convenient Time of Peace andLeifure : 
Became a RefomisRioii in Mens Fleiidi and Mo^ 
rals is the beft natural, as well as religious means 
to bring the War to a good Condulion. For if 
Men in Trt^ perfiomed^their fiir Conft^ 
efice fake. Affairs would not fuffer thro' Fraud, 
Fdfliood, nndNegleft, as tfiey now perpetually 
60^ And they*believi^ a 6ed, and hisPr6vi«;» 
dence, and afted accordingly, they might rea- 
fonably hope for his Divine Affiftance in fo juft 
a Caufe as oiirs« 

Nor could the Majefty of the En^UJh Crown 
appeap up<m any OccstfiOn in a greater Luftre, 
«imer to Foreigners or SisbjeAs, man by an A^** 
miniftration, which producing fuch great Effefts, 
would di&over fb mucb Power. And Power be* 
ing die nattnrftl Appetite of Pfinees, a Untied 
Monaixh cannot fo well gratify it in any things 
as « ftrift £Mctttion eliiiie if»^ 

r ' c . Befi^t 
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./ Befidef;, all Parties would be obliged to cloffe 
with fo good a Work as this for their own Repu- 
tation : Neither is any Expedient more likely to 
unite tliem. For the moft violent Party-men I 
have ever obfcrved, are fuch as in the Conduft of 
their Lives have difcovered leaft fenfe of Religion 
or Morality ; and when all fuch are laid afide, 
jat leaft thole among them as fliall be found incoiv 
rigible, it will be a matter perhaps of no great 
Difficulty to reconcile the reft. 

The many Comiptions at prefent in every 
Branch of Bufmefs are almoft inconceivable. I 
have heard it computed by fKilful Perfons, that of 
Six Millions raifed eveiy Year for tlie Service of 
the Publick, one Third at leaft is funk and inter-j; 
cepted tlu^ough the leveral Clafles and Subordina-. 
tions of artful Men in Office, before the Remain--, 
der is applied to the proper Ufe. This is an 
accidental ill effeft of our Freedom. And while 
fuch Men are in tinft, who have no Check from 
.within, nor any Views but towards their Intereft, 
there is no other Fence againft them but the cer-' 
tainty of being hanged upon the firft Difcovery, 
by the arbitraiy Will of an unlimited Monarch,- 
or his Vizier. Among us the only Danger to be> 
apprehended, is the Lofs of an Employment \ and 
tnat Danger is to be eluded a tlioufand Ways.^ . 
Befides, when Fraud is great, it f\irni(hes Wea-^/ 

Eons to defend itfelf : And at worft, if the Crimes f 
e fo flagrant, that a Man is laid afide out of per- v 
fe£l Shame (which rarely happens) he retires load-^ " 
ed w'ith the Spoils of thetNation 5 Et fruitur Diis} 
iratis. I could name a Commiilion, where fe-' 

veral 
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vcral Perfbns, out of a Salary of five hundred • 
Pounds, without other vifible Revenues, have 
always lived at the Rate of two Thoufand, 
and laid out forty or fifty Thouiknd upon,^ 
Purchales of Land or Annuities. An Hundred 
other Inftances of the fame Kind might eafily be ^• 
produced. What Remedy therefore can be found 
againft fuch Grievances in a Conftitution like ours, 1 
but to bring Religion into countenance, and en- 1 
courage thofe who from the Hope of future Re- ' 
ward, and Dread of future Punifhment, will be^' 
moved to aft with Juftice and Integrity ? 
' ' This is not to be accompliftied any other Way, 
but by introducing Religion as much as pofTible to »r 
be tlie Turn and Fafhion of the Age which only* 
lies in the Power of the Adminiftration, the Prince ^ 
with utmoft ftriftnefs reguiating the Court, thcv 
Miniftry, and other Perfons in great Employ- 
ment ; and thefe by their Example and Autho-^^ 
rity reforming all who have Dependance on them. 

It is certain that a Reformation fiiccefsfully 
carried on in this great Town would in time 
fpread itlelf over the whole Kfngdom ; fmce moft 
of the confidei-able Youth pafs here that Seafon 
of their Lives wherein the ftrongeft Impreflions - 
are made, in order to improve their Education, 
or advance their Fortune 5 and thofe among tliem 
who return into their feveral Coimti*Ies, are (lire 
to be followed and imitated as the greateft Pat- 
terns of Wit and good Breeding. 

And if Things were once in this Train, that is, 
if Virtue and Religion v/ere eftabliflied as the ne- 
ceflaiy Titles to Reputation and Prefcnnen^ and 
if Vice and Infidelity were not only loaded with 

Infamy, 
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laBmy^ made tkt ix^siSMi^ -aJl- 

Mens Pretenfions ; our Duty, by becoming our 
Interell> would take Root in our Natures^ and 
mix wi^^'Wr^rGemu^of <mrp€0]^4 £>lteft 
it would not be eafy for the Example of one wick- 
ed Prince to bring Us back to our tbrmer Gorrap" 

I have confined myfelf (as it is before obferved) 
b> thoie Methods for the Advancement of Piety, 
which are m die Peiwer of a Prince iimilied like 
ours, by a ftrift Execution of the Laws already 
in Force. And this is i^n^i;^ for ^ Project that 
comes witbottt any name or reGommendation % I 
doubt, a great deal more than will fuddenly be 
reduced into Pra&ice. Tho' if any Difppfitionc 
ihould appear towards ib good A Wm-k^ k is cisc^ 
tain, that the Aflillaijpc of the Legillative power 
^would be neceilary to make it more compleat* I 
•will inftance only a few ]^ieaiars» - 

In order to reform the Vices of this Town, 
which, as we have iaki,. bath &t iiugbty an In- 
fluence on the vdiole Kingdom, it would be yecf 
inibiumental, to have a Law made, That all Ta* 
Veras and Ale-bouies ihould be obliged to dilf* 
mi& dieir company by Twelve at night, and ihut 
up their Doors } and that no Woman Ihoidd be 
lufferedto enter any Tavern tx Ale4ioufe upon 
any pretence whatfoever. It is eafy to eonceive 
what a nuanber of ill Confequences fuch a La\v 
would prevent { the Miichidfs of Qgirrcl$» and 

^ Lewdnefs, and Thefts, and Midnight Brawls, 
' the Difeafes of Intemperance and Venery, a^d a 

thouignd other evils ne^Uefs tp .mentaom Nqr 

. would 
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«md4 itbetumft, y£ the lAvAsm^ IbtfevBiib^ 

lick-houfes wereobligedy tipontliefevereft Penal* 
to give only a {Mropordoned Quanthy of 
Drink to every Company 5 and whwilie found 
his Gue&s diior4ere4 Excels, to rcfufe them 

I believe there is hai'dly a n^honinChrtftendom 
where all kind of Fraud is prai6lifed in ib \inniear 
iarablc a dc^^ as wth The Lzixfery iim 
Tradcfman, theMechanick, have found fo many 
Arts to deceive ia their ieverai Callings, that they 
far out^^w i^iteaoMffi firudence Mankuid| 
iwrhich is in no fort able to fence againil them, Nei* 
ther ctoldthe Legillature in any tiling more con- 
falt tha puhlidc Good, than by prowling iont 
cifeftual remedy againft this Evil, which in feve- 
raji Csks deierves greater puniihment than many 
CrsfflM that m capital among - The Vintner, 
who by mixing poiibn with his Wines deftroys 
ma» Usves thaa any^ malignaiit Diicaie^ the 
l4Mryer, who peifeades you to a pwthafe wbi<^ 
he knows is mortgaged lor more than the Worth, 
to tiie rum of you and your Family j the Gold- 
ctSctwoMT^ who takM^'dll yotirFortaiieta 
difpofe of, when he has before-hand refolvcd to 
break the foUomi^Day, dofurely deferve the 
Gallows much better tlian the Wrei)di> who is 
carried theie for dealing a Horfe. 
• It cannat eafily be-a^fwered toGod or Masiy 
why a Law is not made for limiting the Prels ; 
a^kaft fo far as to prevent tiie puMilhing of luch 
vemidous Booka^ as, ' vxidst Pretence of Free^ 
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Religion, which have been held inviolable almofl: 
in all Age& by every SeiSl that preteini to be* 
Chriftiany and cannot therefore widi any coloiir 
of Reaibn be called Powts in C(j7itro^uerfyy or Mat'- 
ters of Speculation y as fonae would pretieod. The 
Po&rine of the Tfinityf the Umnnity of Cbrif^ 
the Immortality of the Souly and even the Truth of 
all RjweUuim are daily exploded and denied ia 
Books -openly printed ; tlio^ 'tk to be fuppoled^ 
neither Party will avow fuch Principles, or own 
the fiq>porting c£ tl^en^ to be anifr way necefiaiy to 
Iheir Service. 

It would be endleis to fet down every comip- 
tkmor defeA wktch requires a Remedy from the 
LegiAative Power. Senates are like to have little 
regard for any Propofals that come from without 
Do(»rs$ thooghf under a due ienle of myowa 
Inabilities, I am fully convinced that the unblafs'd 
Thoughts of an honeft apd wiie mau^ employed, 
on the Good of kisCountry^ may be better di« 
gefted, than the Refults ot a multitude, where 
I a^ion and lutereft too c^ten prevail $ as a iingie 
Guide may direfi: wa^r bc^ea tham five hiin- • 
dred who ha^^e contmrji^yi^-zvjf or laok a-fquint^ 
or fhut iheir Eyes. 

I ihaU theiefiire mention but one more Parti«^ 

cular, which I think the Pai liament ought to take 
under Consideration^ Whether it be not a Sliaine 
ta our Country, and a Scandal to Chriitiamtyv 

That in many^ Towns where thei e is a y>rodigiou& 

Incrcafe in tlie UMiuberof Houie^atKlJUihabiiants^ 
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care fhould be taken for the building of 
Churches, that five jpaits in fix of the people are 
abfoliitely hindered from hearing divine Semce ; 
Particularly here in Londo?iy where a fingle Mi- 
niftcr with one or two forry Curates hath the care 
ibmetimes of above twenty thoufand Souls inciim- 
bent on him. A neglefl of Religion fo ignomi- 
nious, in my Opinion, that it can hardly be e- 
quailed in any civilized Age or Country. % 

But, to leave thefe airy Imaginations of intio-p* 
ducing new Laws for the Amendment of man- 
kind \ what I principally infift on is a due Exe- 
cution of the old, which lies wholly in the Crown, 
and in the Authority derived from thence : I 
therefore return to my former Alfcrtion, That if 
Stations of Power, Truft, Profit, and Honour, ^ 
were conftantly made tlie Rewards of Virtue and 
Piety, fuch an Adminiftration muft needs have a 
mighty Influence on the Faith and Morals of tlic 
whole Kingdom : And men of great abilities 
would then endeavour to excel in the Duties of a 
religious Life, in order to qualify thcmfelves for 
publick Service. I may poflibly be wrong in fome 
of the means I prefcribe towards this End : but 
that is no material Objeftion againft the Defign 
itfelf. Let thofe who are at the Helm contrive it 
better, which perhaps they may eafily do. Every 
body will agree that theDifeafe is manifeft as well 
as dangerous 5 that fome Remedy is neceffary, 
and that none yet applied hath been effeiShial ; 
which is a fiiftcient Excufe for any man who 
wirties well to his Country, to offer his Thoughts, « 
when he can have no other End in view but the 

P z Publick 
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Publick Good. The prefent Queen is a jP^nnce *)f 
is many and great Virtues as ever filled a Throne: 
Hov/ would it brighten her Chai*a£ler to the pre- 
ftnt and after Ages, if (he would exert her utmoft 
Authority to inftil fome Share of thofe V irtues 
into hert^eoplc, which they are too degenerate . 
to learn only from her Example? And, be it 
Ipoke with all the Veneration poflible for fo ex- 
cellent a Sovereign, her beft Endeavours in tliis 
weighty Affair are a moft important Part of her , 
Duty as well as her Intereft, and her Honour. 

But it muft be confefled, that as Things are 
ht)w,.eveiy man thinks he haf^ laid ifi a fufficient 
Stock of Merit, and may pretend to any Employ- 
ment, provided he has been loud and frequent in 
declaring himfelf heart}- for the Government* 
^^is true, he is a Ma7i of fleafiirey and a Free^ 
^hhiker^ that is, in other Words, he is profligate 
in his Morals, ^nd a Defpifer of Religion ; but 
in point of Pai t)^, he is one to be covfJed in ; he 
is an Affertor of Liberty and Property ^ he rat- 
tles it out againft Popery and Arbitrayy PcnAjer^ 
and Prieflcraftj ViJidiHigh'Church. 'Tis enough: 
He is a Perfon fully qualified for any Employ- 
ment in the Court or the Navy, the Law or the 
Revenue, where he will be fure to leave n© Arts 
untried of Bribery, Fraud, Injuftice, Oppreflion,' 
that he can pra&ife with any Hope of Impuiiitj^^ • 
No. wonder fuch Men are true to a Government, 
where Liberty runs high, where Property, ho^^ 
e^er attained, is, fo Vvell fecured^ and where * the : 
Adminiftration is at leaft fo gentle : "^Tis impof- 
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fiWe they could chuftany other Conftitution with- . 
out clianging to their Lofs. 

Fidelity td a prelent Eftablifhment is indeed the 
principal means to defend it from a foreign Ene- 
my, but without other Qualificayons will not 
prevent Corruptions from within, and States are 
oftener ruined by thefe than the otlier. 

To conclude : Whether the Propofals I h^ve 
offered towards a Reformation be fuch as are moft 
prudent and convenient, may probably be a Qne- * 
ftion ; but it is none at all, whether fome Refor- 
mation be abfojutely neceffaiy, hecaufe th^ Na- 
ture of Things is fuch, that if Abufes be not re- 
medied, they will certainly increafe, nor ever ftop 
till they end in the Subveij^ion of a Commonwealth, 
As there muft always of ncceflity be fome Cor- 
niptions, fp in a well-inftituted State the execu- 
tive Power v/ill be always contending againft 
them, by reducing TJjwgs (as Machia^el{ipt3ksy 
to tk^irjirfi princj^lesj^ IpiCTe^ let^pg Abufes gro^''' 
inveterate, ov multiply fo far tliat it will be hard 
to .find Remedies, and perhaps impoflible to ap- 
ply them. As he that would keep his Houfe in 
. repair, muft attend every little Breach or Flaw, 
and fupply it immediately, elfe Time alone will 
biing all to loiin 5 how much more the common 
Occidents of Storms and Rain ? He muft live in 
perpetual Danger of his Houfe falling about his 
X^rs ; and v/ill find it cheaper to throw it quite 
down> and build it again from the ground, per- 
haps upon a new Foundation, or at. leaft in a 
Form ; which roay neidier be fo fafe nor fp 
convenient as the Old. ,.*^,.>v. .^.v-^ i 
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M^iA^iL^of the Houfe ^Gooi^ 

mons /» Irefand, /o /s Membeii. 
of the Houfe of Commons in Eng- 
land, cQHcerning .the S Aca^MEKr 
TAL Test. ' ' ■ • 



Written in the Year iroSr 

lufin I iiii II ii i' ' I I ^ il ■ li III 

I Received your Letter, wherein you tell me 
of the ft range Reprelentations made of u$ . 
OH your Side the Wskte)^ The Inftance 

you are pleafed to mention is that of the Prefby-* 
terian Mj^^swary, who, according to your Phrafey^ 
iiaih been kttly fetpeuUi \tk Df'oghida'fot \m 

Religion : But it is caly to obfenre, how mighty 

iodu^iou^L. iome i^eople have^been i» ffaioft or 
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fotir Years paft, to hand about Stories of the 
Haidlliips, the Mcr|^, the Number, and the 
Power ' of the Preshjtcrians in heland^ to raife 
formidable Ideas of tliC Dangers of Poperj there^ 
and to' tranfmlt all for E7igla/jd^ improved by 
great Additions, -and with fpecial Care to have 
thetn infertcd with Comments in thofe infamous 
weekly Paperj that infell: your CofFee-Houfes. 

' So, when the Claufe enaftinc: a Sacramental 
T^was put in execution, it was given out in 
£>iglrwd {h^,t half the Jufticcs of Peace through 
this Kingdom had laid down their Commiffions : 

-whereas, upon Examination, the whole Number 
was found to amount only to a dozen or thirteeff,' 
and thofe generally of the Icweft I^ate in Fortune 
and Underftanding, and fome of them fuperan- 
nualed. So, when theEarlof P.-r--^^ was in Ire-- 
Idnd^ and the Parh'aifient fitting,* a formal Story 
u^as very gravely carried to his Excellency by 
fome .^ealoys Members, of a Prieft newly arrived 
from abroad to the North- Weft parts of Ir eland, 

who had publlckly preached to his people, to fall* 
^ /xnurthering the Protettants ; which, tho' Tn-» 
Vented to ferve an End they were then upon, and 
are ftill driving at, it was prefently handed over, 
and printed with fhrewd remarks by your worthy 

. Scribblers. In like manner, the Account of that 
Perfbn who was lately expelPd our Univerfity 

' for reflefting on the Memory of King lVillia?nj 
what a duftit raifed, and how foully it was rela-. 
ted, is *fre(h enough in mcmoiy. Neither would 
jcop'e he convinced till the TJniveifit^y was at the 
pains of jiiblilhlng a Latin Paper to juftify them- 
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^felves. And, to mention no more, this Story of , 
the Perfecution at DroghcJa^ Kow it hath been 
/Ipreadand aggravated, vmatConfequences drawn 
horn it, and what Reproaches fixed on thofe who 
have leall deferved tliem, we arc already infonn- . 
:^ed. Now if the End of all this Proceeding were 
•^a Secret and Myftery, I fhould not undertake to 
^give it an Interpretation ; but Care has beenta- 
• ken to give it liifficient Explanation. Firft, by 
, Addrefles artificially (if not illegally) proau'e'd, 
to Ihew the miferable State of the Dijftnters in 
Ireland by reaibn of the Sacramental Teji^ and 
. to defire the Queen's Intercefliorv tliaf it might be 

repealed. Then it is manifeft that our S r, 

when he was laft yeai* in Englandy foUicited in 
Pcrfon feverll Members of both Houfes to have 
-it repealed by an aft there, though it be a matter 
■^merely National, tliat cannot polTibly inteifere 
with the Trade and Iniereft of England^ and 
v^thoiigh he himfelf appeared formerly the mod 
-zealous of all Men againft the Injuftice of bind- 
ing a Nation by Laws, to which they do not con- 
9 '-fent. And laftly, thofe weekly Libellers, when- 
, ever they get a Tale by the end relating to Ire- 
^landy without ever ti'oubling their thoughts about 
- the Truth, always end it with an Application a- 
gainft the Sacramental Teji^ and the abfolute Ne- 
-Veffity there is of repealing it.in both Kir.gdoms. 

know it maybe reckoned a Weakneis to fay 
^ ^any thing of fuch Trifles as are below; a feriovis 
^> Man's Notice 5 much lels would I difp^-age the 
I Underflanding of any Party to think they would ' 
" chufe tlie vileft and moft ignoj*ant among man- 
» r ^ • • • . ' . < kind 
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kind to employ them for die Afiertor? of aCaufe^ 
I fhrill only fay, that the fcandalous Liberty thofe 
Wretches take would hardly be allowed, if it 
^ere not mingled with Opinions that fome Men 
would be glad to advance. Behdes, hov/ infipid 
fceyer thole Papers are, diey feem to be levelled 
\ to the UnderftancSngs of a great Number \ they 
are grown a neceifary part in CofFee-houfe Fur- 
niture, and feme time or other ma\^ happen to be 
read by Culiomers of all Ranks for Curiofity or 
Amufement, becaufe tliey lie always in the way. 
One of thele Authors (the Fellow that was P;/- 
kriedy I have forgot his Name) is indeed fo 
grave, fehtentious, dogmatical a Rogue, that 
there is no enduring hira i the Objhnjator is 
ioiuch die brifker of the two, and I think fartlier 
- gene of Jate in Lyes and Impudence than his 
Freshyierian Brother. The Reafon why I men- 
tion him, is to have an Occafion of letting you 
k-fcow, that you have not dealt fo gallantly with 
«s, as we did with you in a parallel Cafe : laft 
y«ar a paper was brouglit here from England^ 
called A Dialogut bet^veen the Archbijhop oj C'dn^ 
teibury and Mr. Hg^ins, which we ordered to 
ht hv.nit by the common Hangmaii, as it well 
dcfeived, ll^uw^gh we have no more to do with his 
Grace of Canterbury^ than you have with the 
•Archbiflio|> of Dubim ; nor can you love and 
leverence your Prelate more than v/e do ours, 
whom you tnmely fuffer to be abufed openly, and 
by name, by tliat paultry Rafcal of an Ob/er<va^ 
tcr 5 and lately upon an affair wherein he had no 
Concern : I mean the Bufmefs of the MlJIJionary 
%-\ at 
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9XDrogbedai wherein our excellent Primate vrzs 
tegaged, and did nothing but according to Law 
and JDilcietion. But becaufe the Lord ArcWH- 
?hop diDubliA hath been, upon feveral Occaiions, 
of late vear« mifreprefented m England, I would 
willingly fet you right in his Charaaer. For^« 
^tnkt Sutferings and eminent Services, he was by 
the late King promoted to the See of Derry. A- 
bout the fame time he wrote a Book to juftify the 
-Revolution, wherein was an Account of King 
James's Proceedings in Ireland^ and the late 
Archbiftiop Tillotfon recommended it to the King 
asthe moft fwwfceable Treatile that could have 
been publifhed at fuch a Jun6hire. Andashw 
Grace let out imon thofe Principles, he has pro- 
ceeded ever fince, as a loyal Subjea to the Queen, 
entirely for the Succeffion in the Protefliant Line, 
and for ever excluding the Pretender \ and iho' 
a firm Friend to theChurch, yet with Indulgence 
towards Diffenters, as appears from his Conditft 
at Dern, where hi? was fettled for many years' a- 
«ong fte naoft virulent Seft 5 yet upon his mno- 
val to Dublin^ they parted firom him with Tear* 
■in tiieir Eyes, and univerfal acknowledgments of 
lits Wifiiom and Goodnefe. For the reft, it mull 
be own d, he does not bufy himfitf by entering 
'deep into any Party, but rather fpends his Tunc 
Sn Aas of Mortality and Charity^ m building 
of Churche;, repairing his Palace, in introdacmg 
»nd preferring the woitliieft perfbns he can find, 
widioat oth^ regards s In ihort, imthe j^ra^^^ 
of all Viitues that c;in become a putKck ©r pti*- 
• vate Life. . This and more, if poliibk, is due to 
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fo excellent a perfon, who may b,fe juftly reckoned 
^nong the greciteft ^ind moft learned Prelates of 
this Age, however his Charaaer may be defiled 
by luch mean and dirty Hands as thofe of the 
Ohfer-oator, or liich as employ him. y ■ 

_ I now come to anfwer die odicr part of 5'our 
Letter, and fliall give you my Opinion freely a- 
bout repealmg the Sacrament aire/} ; only where- 
as you defu-e my Thoughts as a Friend, and not 
as 1 am a Member of Parliament, I muft afTure 
you they are exaftly the fame in' both Capacities. 

I mult begm by telling you, we are generally 
lui-pnzed at your wonderful Kindnefs to us on 
this' Occafion, in being fo very induftrious to 
teach us to fee our Inteiefts in a Point, where 
we are fo unable to fee it ourfelves. This 
hath given us fome Sufpicion ; and tho" in my 
own pai ticular, I am hugely bent to believe, that 
whenever you concern yourfelves in our Affairs. 
It is certainly yor our Good, yet I have the miP" 
fortune to be ibmething fingular in this Belief/ 
an4-therelore I never attempted to juftify ic, but 
content myfelf to poffefs my own Opinion in: 
private, for fear of encountering Men of more'"^ ' 
Wit or Words than I have to fpare. " ' V 

We at this Dirtance, who fee nothino- of the" 
Spring of Aaions, are forced by mere Conjec- 
ture to afllgn two.reafons for your defu-Ing us to' 
repeal the Sacramental Tefi ; one i^, bccaufe^ > 
you are faid to imagine it will be one Step to 
wards the like good Work in England. The olher ' 
more immediate, that it v/ill open a Way far 
vswiv<^ipg fe-yeral ^Perfovs who have well defer- 
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tfinifon great 0cciffim9 but laxlioattiamiitt*' 

cjualihed Aro** that Lnpedimcyit. 

I do not fi-equeutly quote Poets, e^ecially* 
Englijb t imt I remember thei*e is in fome of Mr, * 

Co'zvlf-ys Love Veilcs a Sli'ain, that I thought ' 
extraordinary at i itteen, aiid have odualmce i 
imagined it ta be fpoken by Irelandf 

Forbid it J Heaven J my Life JJmddhe 
Wiigh\l with her Leajl Cqu^ociiichc^. 

In {hort, whatever Advantage you propole to 
youdelves by respealing Uie SacramcHtai Tfji^ ^ 
^eak it out plainly ; 'tis the beft Argument yan 
can uie, for we value your Intcreit much more ' 
than oox awn 9 If ycmr little Finger be fore, and 
you dilnk a Poultice made of our f^ifals \yill give 
it any Eale, fpeak the Word, and it iliall be 
dcme : The Interei^ of Qurrwhole Kingdom is at 
any time ready to ftrike to that of your poorelt 
Fijhing Towns ^ It is hax'd you will not accept oiu: 
Services, tmlefs we beUeve at the fenie time that 
you are only conililting our Prclit, and giving 
us Marks of your Love. If tliere be a i* ire at 
fi&mt diftance, and I immetUately blow up 
Houfe before there be Occafion, necaufe you are 
a Man of Quality^ a^d apprehend fome danger 
to a Chmer of your StaUe y yet why ihould yoa 
require me to attend next Morning at your 
JLevee, with my humble Thanks f^rihe Favour 
you have done me ? 

If we might be allowed to Judge for ourfelves, 
we had abundance of Beneiit by the Hacra^iientai 

T^, and forefee a number ^f Mili^dii would 

' ' ' be 

I 
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Ijc the confeqisejice of ^Repealing it; an<} we 

• conceive die Obje6lions made aga:i:il It by the ' 
'Dijfaiters are of no manner of force j they tell 

their Merits in the late War in Ireh.ndj * 
and how cheaifully they engaged for the Safety 
of the Nation j that liad they thought they had 
been fighting only dther people's Quairels, per- 
haps it might have coord their Z^^al ^ and that 
for tlie futui'e ihey ihould fit down quietly, and 
Jet lis do our Work ourfelves j niay, that it i$ ^ 
neceffarj^ they fhould do fo, fmce they cannot 
take up Anns undei' tlie j)enalty of Jt-!Ugh-Trea.- 

Now fuppofing them to have done their Daty^ 
as I believe they did^ and not to trouble them 
«.bout the Fly cn the Wheels ' I thought Lfhef^ty^ 
Property^ and Religion^ had been the three Sub- 
']tSts of tlie QiKirrel } .and have not all tlioie beea 
amply fecured to ^hem ? Had they at that time a 
fUcntalRefer^ixihon for Pc^iver and E^/rplcymc/iU f 
And muft thofe two Aiticles be Vlded hence* 
forward in our National Quan-els ? It is grown 
a mighty Conceit ainong fone men, to melt 
down the Phrafe of a Church eJlabUJljcd by Lanuf^ 
into that of the Relt<;ion of the Ma^ijh'ate 5 of 
which appellation it is eaiicr to find the-Pvcaio^ 
Aan the Senfe z If by the Ma:^jjrate they meaii 
the Pri^icej the Expreflion includes a Fiiifiioovl j 
for when King James v/;jl^ Priiic(^^ tiie dlab^ifu- 
ftd Church was the feme it is now. If by the 
fiunc Word they mean the Lcgiilalnrc, we de- 
fire no more. Be that a^ it wiH, we of tlii ■ Kingr 
^om believe die Church of Ireland to be the Na- 

tional 
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tional Church, and the only one eftabliftied by 
Law, and are wilHiig, by the lame Law, to give 
a Toleration to Di (Tenters ; but if once we re- 
peal our Sacramental Tefi^ and gi-ant a "tolerd^' 
tkn^ or fufpend tlie Execution of the penal 
Laws, I do not fee how we can be faid to have 
any eftablifhed Church remaining; or rather 
why there will not be as many eftabliflied 
Churches, as there are Sefts of DifTenters. No, 
fey they, yours will ftill be the National Church, 
becaufe your Bifliops and Clergy are maintained 
by the Publick : But l^hat I fuppofe ^ill be of 
no long Duration, and it would be very unjuft 
it fliould, becaufe to fpeak in T/W^/'s phrafe, 
it is not reafonable that Revenues ftiould be an- 
^nexed to one Opinion more than another, when 
*ali ai:e equally lawful ; and 'tis that Author'^s 
Maxim, That no free-bom Subjeft ought to 
pay for maintaining fpeculations he does not be- 
licve. But .^hy Jhould any Mah^ i^pon account of 
Opinions he cwnnot help^ be dcpri'ved the Oppcr-- 
tunity offer'ving his i^een and Country ! Their 
Zeal is commendable 5 and when Employments 
jjgo a begging for w^nt of hands, they fliall be 
^lure to have the Refufal, only upon condition they 
will not pretend to them upon Maxims that e- 
equally include AtkeiJIs, Turks y Jewsy^lnfidrls^* 
Jand Hereticks ; or, which is ftill more dangerous, 
,cven Papijis themfelves : The former you allow, 
the other you deny \ becaufe thefe laft own a 
.Foreign Power, anc^ therefore muft be ftiut out, 
-cBut there is no great Weight in tin's 5 for their' 
;^IleIigion can fuit with^ Free States, with limited 

<: > or 
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or abfolute Monarchies, as well as a better ; and 
the Pope's power in France is but a Shadow j fo 
that upon this foot there need be no great Dan- 
ger to the Conftitution by admitting Papijfs to ^ 
employments. I will help you to enough of 
them fhall be ready to allow the Pope as little^ 
Power here as you pleafe ; and the bare Opinion 
of his being a Vicar of Chrift is but a fpeciila- 
iirue Pouit^ for which no man it feems ought to 
be deprived the Capacity of ferving his Countiy., 
But, if you pleafe, I will tell you the great' 
Obje6lion we have againft repealing this lamel 
Sacrofnental T^efi.^ It is, that we are verily per- 
luaded the Confequence will be an entire Al-^ 
t^'ation of Religion among us in no gi'eat com*-' - 
pafs of years. And pray, obfei-ve how we rea- ; 
Ion here in Ireland upon this matter. 

We obferve the Scots in our northern parts to^ 
be a brave induftrious people, extremely devo-!^ 
ted to their Religion, and full of an widijlurhe^ 
Affeftion towards ^ach other. Numbers of that > 
noble nation, invited by the Feitilities of Soil,V 
are glad to exchange their barren Hijls of Ic?-^ 
quabavj by a voyage of three hours, for our 
fruitful Vales of Doiai and j^ntrhn, fo produftive* 
of that Grainy which at little trouble and lefs- 
expence finds diet and lodging for themfelvei? 
and their cattle. Thefe people, by their extreme 
Parfimony, wonderful Dexterity in Dealings and 
firm Adherence to one another, foon grow into; 
wealtli from the ftnalleji Beginnings^ never are 
rooted out where they once fix, and increafe 
daily by new Supplies : Befides, when they are 
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the fu perior number in any Traft of Grdun<l>* 
^^[ifty 'ax\; XiOt o xer patient y ' Mixture ^ but fuch^ 
whom they cannot a^mulaie, Ibon find it theifc 
Intcrcit to remove. I have done all in my pov^^er, 
on Ibme land of my own^ to prefer\'e two or thi ee 
En^JiJb fellows in ^eir neighbourhood, but found 
ii imjionibie, tho* one of them thought he had 
fufiiciently made hij; Court by turning Prefcyte-. 
rian. Add to all Ais^ that they bring along willi 
them from ScotlriJid a moil foi midable notion o£ 
our CUui'ch, which they look upon at leaft three . 
degrees worfe than Popery i And it is natimil it 
fi.ould be fo, fmce tJiey come over full fraught 
v^iih that Spirit, which taugbt them to aboliik 
Epifcopacy at hornet n ' 

T'hen we proceed faither, and obferve, that 
the Gentlemen of employments here make a very, 
confidcrable number in the Ho«^ of Gommons, 
and have no other Merits but tliat of doing theiif 
«Dut)^ id ijieir few^ Stations } Thereftte, when 
the Ted is repealed, it will be highly m^Mia^ 
they fliouid give plaiqe to thofe who have much • 
greater Semftees to pUad. The CcnpamifTions of 
the Revenue are foon diipofed of^ and the CoW 
lectors and other officers throughout the King- 
dom arc generally appoiiited by the Commiffio- 
tier^, whicli give them a mighty Influence in e- 
very County. As much may be faid of the great 
Officers in d^e Law ; and when this Door h 
* open to let DiiTcnters Into the CommilTions of the 
Peace^ to make them High-Sheriifs, Mayors of 
Corporations, and OiEcers^ of -the Army -stnd 
Militia^, I d^x.not fcQiiow it can.be otherwife. 
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tonfidering their Induftry and our Supinenelsi 
but that they may, in a very few years, grow to 
a Majority in the Houfe of Commons, and con- 
fequently make themlelves the National Reli- 
gion, and have a fair pretence to demand the 
Revenues of the Church for their Teachers. I 

f know it will be objefted, that if all this Ihould 
happen as I defcribe, yet the Prelbyterian Reli- 
gion could never be made the National by Aft 
of Parlinment, becaufe our Bifhops are fo great 
a number in the Houle of Lords ; and without 
a majority there, the Church could not be abo- 
liftied. But I have two "very good Expedients for 
that, which I (hall leave you to guefs, and I 
dare fwear our Sp--k-r here has often thought 
on, efpecially having endeavoured One of them 
fo lately. That this Defign is not fo foreign 
from fo?/ie People's Thoughts, I muft let you 
know, that an hon^H Bel/-ivei her' of our Houfe 

. (you have him now in England j I wifli yoxl 
could keep him there) had the impudence fome 

. years ago, in Parliament-time, to fliake my 
Lord Bifhop of Kilaloo by his Lawn- Sleeve, and 
tell hira, in a threatening manner, That he hoped 
to live to fee the Dajy when there Jhould not be 
one of his Order in the Kingdom. 

Thefe laft lines perhaps you think aDigrefli- 
oi^ ; therefore to return, 1 have told you the 
confequences we fully reckon upon from repeal- 
ing the Sacramental TV/?, which although the 
greateft number of luch as are for doing it, are 
aftually in no manner of pain about it, and 
many of them care not Three-pence whether 
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there be ?^\J Church, or lio ; yet becavife t]ie;f 

{)rci<;nd to Mi gue fyom Confcience as well as Po- 
ky 'And Iritpjieft, I thought it proper to under^ 
ftaiul and answer them accordingly. 

Now, Si;*, in aniwcr to your queftion, Whe- 
tjier if un attempt llioirld be made here for re- 
peah'ng the Sacrame?iial Ti:J}y it would be likely 
to fucceed ?, The number of profelTed Diilenters ^ 
irt* this Parliament, was, as I remember, fome- 
llnng under a dozen, and I cannot cal^to mind, 
above thirty others who were expefted to fall int 
With them. This is certain, that the Prelbyte* 
rian Party, having with great Indiiftry raufter'd 
up their Forces, did endeavour one day upon 

occafion of a Hint in my Lord P ^^^s Speech: 

to intioduce a Debate about repealing the Teji 
:ClaHfey when there appeared. at lealt four to one 
^cdds againft them j and the ablell of thofe who - 
were reckoned the moft ftanch and thorough- ^ 
pac\l Ji^ln^s upon alj. other occalions,. fell off 
Aviih an Abhorrence at the firft mention of this. 

I murt" dtlire vcu to take notice, that theTerms 
^ ox. Whig and Tc?>j dg not properly exprefs the 
. different Interefts in our Parliament. I remem- 
J ber when I was laft in England, I told the King, 
that the highcft Tories we had with uswould 
I make tolerable Whigs there : This was certain- 
Vly rigiit, and ftill in. the general continues ib, 
/iinlefs you have fiijce admitted new Charafter- 
j.i{}icks, which did not come within our Defini-' 
r.ticn. Whoever bears a true Veneration for the 
^^lorious memoiy of King tVilliam, as our great 
jdeiiv^irer from Popery and'Slavery j whoever 15 
' ' * • - finnly 
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firmly loyal to our prefent Queen, with an utter 
Abhorrence and Deteftation of the Pretender ; 
whoever approves the Succeflion to the Crown 
in the Houle^ of Haiio^jer^ and is for preferving 
the Doftrine and Difcipiine of the Church ofEng'r 
latidy with an hidulgence for fcrupulous Confci-* 
cnces ; fuch a Man we think a6ls upon right 
Principles, and may be jilftly allowed ^iWhjg s 
and I believe there are not fix Members in our 
Houfe of Commons, who may not fairly come 
under this Defcription, So that the Partita- 
mong us are made up on one fidt; of moderate 
ff^bigSf and on the other of Pr€sbyteria7is and 
their Abettors^ by which laft I mean fuch who 
can equally go to a Church or Con^mticlej or 
fuch who are indifferent to all Religion in gene- 
ral ; or laftly, fuch who affeft to bear a perional 
Rancour towards the Clergy : Thcfe laft are a 
Sett of men not of our own Growth, their Prin- 
ciples at leaft have been imported of late yeara ; 
yet this whole Party put together will hardly, I 
am confident, amqunt to above fifty men in Par- 
liament, which can hardly be work'd up into a 
Majority of three hundred. 

As to the Houfe of Lords, the difficulty there 
IS conceivtd at leaft as great as in ours. So ma- 
ny of our Temporal Peers live in Englayidy that 
the Bifliops are generally pretty near a Par in . 
the Houfe, and we reckon they will be all to a 
Man agalnft repealing the Tefi 5 and yet their 
Lordftiips are generally thought as good Whig^ ^" J 
upon our principles as any in the Kingdom. ^ * 
There arc mdccd a few Lay-Lords wh© appear 
, . ■ : " t^ 
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to haire no gnat devbiioii fior B^^bopacy $ an| 

perhaps one or two more with whom certain 
wometful Matmjes might be ufed for - remo^ixig 
any (Ufioiltj^.^x^Mibev^ Buttkefe an^ m mm 
fort, a number to carry any Point againft a Coti<« 
|un6lid& of^ the reft with the whG^e<JSMi«h;Qf 

Bfeudfes, the whole Body of our Clergy are 
Utterly againft repealing the TeJIy though they 
are en^^v deroied^ her Majelly , and ^dly^ 
one in an hundred wiio are not very good Whigs, 
ia-Vur acceptation of die word. And X muft ht 
youkiieWfthatweof Jir^lm comeu{i 

to other Folks Refinements^ for we generally lovo, 
suad efteemour Qergyf and think they deferve it ) 
na}r, vreaie apt to lay fome Weight npon theis^ 
Opinion, and would not willingly difoblige'^ 
th^f at leaft» unlefs it were upon fome greater 
point of Intcfioft ti^a this* And^ir JudgnMttt 
m the prefent Affairs is the more to be regard •» 
ed, becaufe thejf are the laftpei£>ns who wiU.be ' 
8^fe6led by it : This makes ;is think ^feem ins* * 
partial, and that their concern is only for Reli- 
gion and tbfii Intereft. of die Kingdom^ Becaufe 
the Aft* which repeals the Teft will only qualify 
a Layman (or an Employment, but not a Fresbj^^ 
terim GtMeibaptifi Pai^oiifor a Chufch I^iuuigJi 
*Now I .OTuft take leave to inform you, that 
veral Members of our Houfe> and my felf among 
the reft^ knowing fome idmeagonifhikt was upoii 
tlie'ladi^tll went to all the Clergy we knew of any 
D|ftin6<^ion» and defired their Judgmeni in the 

< • Agrees. 
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litgre^t&ent^ ^ere beirig btit me Di^xnm ^im vrt 
could hear of in the whole Kingdom^ who ap^ 
' jpenrtdof a ci»iiyary Seixtiimnt^ therein ite^af^ 
tcrwards ftood alone in the very lit- 

tle to his Credit^ though^ a& he hoped^ very muck 
^iMinteri^. - ■ -y-^ r^r : y -t^.^ 

^ I will now a little confider the Arguments 
offered to Ihew the Advantages, or rather the 
Neceffit5r of ripealing the in h^Md^-^W* 
are told, the Popifh intereft is here fo formida- 
Ilk, that ail hands (hould be joined to keep it . 
bttder ; thar Hie eii^ names of Dift^Aicm $ti 

mong us ought to be thofe of Proteftant and P/z- 
fijlfi and that this Expedient tstKe only means 
to mite all Frote^riltf -ufmnr om 
torn. All which is noiLhing but miireprelenta^ 
tion and miftake. ^ 

-If we^m m^my n^V^i^ crfNli€ P^fts 

in this kingdom, it would be hard to think it$ 
£>ih}pidi not to be equally apprehenfire wii^ 
ethers y fintcfe- vre are likdy to be the greatefti 
. and more immediate Sufferers : But on the con- 
trary, we lode tipoii ilieiti tobeirttosetiief ai^iii** 
confiderable as the Women and Children. Their • 
Lands are almoft entirely taken from them, and 
fitey ^^^^ tilteiqpable^of poithaiing any 

more ; and for the little that remains, Provifion 
is made by the late Aft agaftitt Popery^ that it 

wi&^l^^ ct«t^^ To prevent frtfkliy 

• fome of the moft confiderable among tftem are ' 
already turned Proteftaiits, and fo in all proba- 
bility ^11 itmff'iSKfrii TKeft, the P^iA PiieflS 
axe all regifter'd> and without Pennifuon (which 
^ • ^ * i hope 

■ 

* 
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Ihop^wiU n0t be granted) they can hanrente 

$ucceffi>rs ; fo that the Proteftant Clergy will 
£nd it perhaps no difficult matter to bring great 
simibeci over to die CHurch j and in the mean 
time the Common People, without Leaders, with- 
out DifcipUne, or natural Courage, being little 
better than Hiwirs of U^eod^ and Drawirs of 
Wat^r^ ajre out of all Capacity pf doing any mif- 
chie^ if ttiejrwere ever io well inclined* Nei- 
are ^ey at alt liketyto ]tm m any confide*' 
?-able nupibers with an invader ^ havmg found 
fo iU fiicceis when they wece much more nume-^ 
row and power6d I when tfaey had Prince of 
their own Religfion to head them, had beea 
tsutted for fome years under a P^^^ Deputy, 
and received fudi mighty Aidaixoia ^ li'encb 
King. 

^ t» that Arguinent ufed for repealing the 
7efiy tlMtit will unite aU the Proteftants againil 
the Common Emmj i I wonder by what hgure 
thofe gentlemen ijpeak^ who ast ^eafed to ad* 
vance it ; Suppofe, in order to increafe the friend-* 
fhip between you and me, a Law ihould pafs^ 
thatlsanft ha»re4ialf5roor£ftitte) doyouttiii^ 
that would much advance the Union between 
U8 ? Qr fuppofe I fhare my Fortune ^ually be* 
tmennjr ^mnXJMrem vA^Stremf^er whom I 

take into my Prpteftiori j will that be a method 
to imite them ? 'Ti$ an odd Way of uniting 
Faitiea» to deprive a Hajmity of Part of their 
antient Right, by conferring it on a Faffion who 
had never any Right at all, and therefore can- 
not be laid t0 fv^«|iy l4& OTlniury^ if k be 
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refufed thenit Neither is it very clear^ how far 
fome people may ftretch the Term of Common 
Bnemy*, How many artf tlnn; of thofe that call 
themfelves Ptoteftants, who look upon ourWor- 
iliip to be idolatrous as well a$*that of the Pa*^ 
ptftsy and with great Chanty put Prelacy and 
Popery together as Terms Convertible ? 

And therefore there is one fmall Doubt I 
would be willingly fatlsfied m, before \ agite 
to the repealing of the TV/? ; that is, whether the 
iame Proite&imU^ when they have by their dex-^ 
terity madte themfelves the Niitional Religion » 
and difpofed the Chuixh Revenues among their 
Pafiors or tbumfekjes^ will be fo kind as to allow 
us DijfenUrSy I do not fay a fliare kr Bhiploy- 
ments, but a bare Toleration by Law ? The rea* 
fon of my Doubt is^ becaufe I have been fo very 
idle as to read above £fty pamphlet wi^fiftf by 
as many Pre(bytcrian Divines, loudly difclaim- 
ing this Moi toleration 9 fome of them calling it 
(I know not how properly) a Rag of 'Popery , and 
all agreeing it was to ejiablijh Iniquity by Law. 
N0W5 I wo|^d be glad to klioWf when and 
where tl^eir Sticcejfors have renounced this^oc- 
trine, and before what Witnelfes. Becaufe me- 
thinks I ihould be lodL to fee my poor.lPitular 
Bifliop in partibus {eized on by m^ftake in the 
dark for a Jefuit, or be forced myfelf^ to keep a 
Chaplain £%mfedlike my Butler /and fteal to 
prayers in a back room, as my Grandfather 
uied in thofe times when the Church of England 
was malignant. • * 

But 
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But this is ripping up old Quarrels long for-? 
got } Popeiy is now the common Enemyy againft 
which wc niult all unite : I have been tired iii 
Hlftory with the perpetual folly of tliofe States, 
who call in Foreigners to aflill tliem againft a 
common Enemy t But the milchief was, thefe 
Allies would never be brought to allow that the 
common Enemy was quite fubdued. And they 
had reafon 5 for it proved at laft, that one part 
of the conunon Enemy was thofe who called 
them in, and fo the Allies became at length tiie 
Majiers. 

'Tis agreed among Natiu'alifts, that 2,Lion\sB. 
larger, a llronger, and a more dangerous Enemy 
than a Caf^ yet if a man were to have his choice^ 
either a Lion at his foot, bound faft with three or 
four chains, his teeth drav/n out, and his claws 
pared to the quick, or an angry Cat, in full Li- 
berty at liis Throat j he would take no lon^ 
Time to determine. 

. I have been fometimes admiring the wonJer^ . 
fill Significancy oi ih^Lt v^ord Peifecution, and 
what various Interpretations it hath acquired e- 
ven within my memory. When I was a Boyi* 
I, often heard the Prefbyterians complain, tliat 
they were not permitted to ferve God in their 
own way j tliey faid they did not grudge us our 
Employments, but thouglit that all men, who live 
peaceably, ought to have Libeity of Confcience, 
and leave to affemble. That impediment being 
removed at the Kevolvitlon, they loon learned to 
Iwallow the Sacramental T fji, and began to take 
' , veiy 



• Sacramental Teft. ijt 

» 

fftry lifge fteps^ wherein all that offered to op- 
pole them, ware called men of a perfecuting Spu 
fit. During the time the Bill againft Occaiio^ 
llal Conformity was on fopt^ Per/ecution. was 
every day rung in our Ears { and now at laft 
the Sacramental Teft itfelf has the fame name^ 
Where then is this matter likely to end, whm 
the obtaining one Requeft is only ufed as a ftcp 
to demand another ? A Lover is ever complain- 
ikg of Cruelty while any thing is deni^ hhn 3 
and when the Lady ceafes to be cruel j Ihe is 
£:om the next moment at his mercy ; So Perfe-^ 
mttiony it femsy is every thing that will Hot 
leave it in mens power to ferfccute others. 

There is one Ai'gument offered againft a Sa^^ 
iSf'amental Teji by a fort of men, , who are bon-^ 
tent to be ftiled of the Church of E7i^land, who 
perhaps attend Its Service in the morning, and 
go with their wiveatp a Confventicle in the after^ 
noon, confefling they hear very good Dcftrine ' , 
in both. Thefe men are much offended, that fo 
Holy an Inftitution, as that of the Lord^s Sup^^ 
per, fliould be made fubfervient to fuch merce- 
nary purpofes as the^etting o^^n employment** 
Now It feems, the Law condnding all men to^ 
be members of that Church where they receive 
the Sacrament j and fuppofmg all mel^to live 
like Chriftians (efpecially thofe who are to have 
employments) did imagine they received the 
Sacrament in courfe about four times a Yea^ j 
and therefore only defirM it might appear by 
Certificate to the Publick, That iuch who took 
..VOL. IV. R an 
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an Office, were Members of the Church cto^ 
liUih'd, by doing their ordinaiy Duty. How* 
ever, left <we Jbeuid offend tlmtf we ilwe ^totk 
defired they would deal candicQy with ue: Fof 
if the matter (tuck only thei^j we would prc^fil 
it in Parliament, Thatev^ry man whe talbes ai| 
Bmployiiient, Ihould, inftead of receiving the 
$acraineiit, be obliged to iwear, that he a 
Meniber of the Church of Irdrndhf lam^iAm^^ 
blifhed, with Epifcopacy, and fo forth ; and a« 
|hey do now in ScotUmdt to be true to- tbe Kirki 
But when we drive them thua far, they always 
return to the main body ojf the Argunient, urge 
the hardihip that men flioold be deprived tiM 
Liberty of lerving their Queen and Countiy on 
account of their Conference : And in fliort, have 
^ecourie to the conmion Stile' of their iiaiivBi«f^ 
thren. Now whether this be a fincere way of af'-r 
uingj, I will appeal tot aiuy other Judgmeat hinl 

There is another Topick of Clamour foiHe^ 
what parallel to the foregoing : It feems by the, 
Teftr-Claufe, the Military Officers! sTreoUtgedfer 
receive the Sacrapaent, as well as the CiviL And 
it i$ a matter of feme Fatieitcey to hear the Dif«* 
{enters declaiming upon this occafimf f Thejp^ 
cry they are difanned^ they are uiedlike Papifts?t 
When an Enemy appears at home^ m from ^ 
troad, they muft fit nil), and fee their Throate 
cut, or be hang'd for High-Treafon if they of- 
fer to defend tt^fel ves. Mtferal^le CmditiMri 
Woeful dilemma ! It is happy for us all, the 
*^ ' was not apprifed of thisj^^^^ Piusm 






Digitized by 



Sfecramciital Tcft. • . ty% 



Iffterian Pmciple, ^Ife he would have infallibly 
Ufidbd in ow Nortbmt Parts, and found liiem an 
fzt down in their Formalities, as the G^uls did 
tJie Roman Senators, ready to die with Honour 
in dmp CaUiiigs. Smnetimes to appeajb iheir in» 
'dignation, we venture tb give thnn Hopes, that 
in luch a Cafe the Government will perhaps con- . 
aive, «fid hapdly be fo fevere to hang them fi^ 
defending it againft the Letter of the Law 5 to 
fiiiiGh tlMy readily anfwer. That they w^ nof. 
lie at our Mercy, bullet us fight" our Battles 
WM'felves. Sometimes we offer to get an Aft^ 
wittch^ upon all Popiji Infurreftions at 
home, or Pepi/b Inralimis from abroad, the Go- 
vernment (hall be impowered to grant Commif- 
iMt to idl Proteftants vrhatfoever, without that 
perfecuting cffcirniftance of obliging them to fay 
their Friers when they receive the Sacramejit i 
Ukak ikmf iSckM ail Tkougfats of Occafimal Com-^ 
miffions 5 they will not do our Drudgerj', and 
we reap the Benefit : It is not worth their wHile 
to 6ght pro Aris & Fdcis j and they had rather 
iofe their Eftates, Liberties, Religion, and 
iLiveSy^ than the pleafure of Go^erning^ ♦ 
' But to bring this Di icourie^ towardhs a conclu« 
Cion : If the Dltfenters will be fatisfied with fv.ch 
a toleration by Law, as hadi been granted them 
in England^ I belkve the Majority of both 
Houfes will fall readily in with it ^ farther it 
will be h$ird to perluade this Houfe of Comr 
moils, peiliaps thudi harder the next. For^ 
to fay the truth, we make a mighty difference 
iMre bo^tstt .fufferuii} thji/iks to grow among 

* II * us. 
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us, and wearing them for Pofies. We are fully 
convinced in our Coniciences^ that M'^e Hiall al- 
%7ays tolerate 7bem { but not quite ib futty that 
frhej will always tolerate Usj when it comes to 
their turn $ mdJVe are the MajoriQr^ and If^/i 
mre in Poflefiion. 

He that argues in defence of a Law in force, 
not antiquated or oblolete, but lately ena(it^^ 
is certainly on the iafer fide, and may be allowr^ 
cd to point out the Dangers he conceives to fore- 
fee in the Abrogation of it. 

For if the Confequafices of repealing tiiis 
Claufe (hould at fome time or other enable the 
Prcfbyterians to work themfelves up into the 
National Church ; inftead of ^miing Prote« 
ftants, it would fow eternal Divifions aaiong 
them. Firfty their own Sie^ls, which now lie 
dormant, wobM be foon at Cuffs again widi 
each other about Power and Preferment j and 
the diffeniing Epifcapals^ perhaps dificoiitfi»itf4 
to fuch a degree, as upon fome fair unhappy oc- 
cailon would l^e able to ihake the firmeft Loyal* 
ty ; which none can deny^^theirs to be. « 

Neither is it veVy difficult to conjecture, from 
fome late Proceedings, at what a rate this Fac^ 
tion is like to drive wherever it gets the Whip 
and the Seat. They have already fet up Courts 
of ijpiritual Judicature in open contoaopt of th(^ 
Laws : They fend Miffionaries every whne^ 
without being invited, in order to convert the 
Church'ofrEngland Folks to UbrijUanity^ They 
are as vigilant/ as I know who, to attend pmr- 
fi>A$ on meir Death- beds, and for purpofes much 

4 
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•ilike.* And what Praftices fuch Principles as 
(with flMny other diat might be iovidioiif 
"to mention) may fpawn, when they »ne laid out 
to the Sun, you may detjsrmine at ieifure, 

Laftly^ Whether we are lb enlarely fure of 
their Loyalty upon the prefent Foot of Govern- 
ttent as you may imagii^i their Detra6lors 
makaa queftion, which however 4oe$9 I think» 
by no means a{Te(?l the Body of Diffenters : But 
the Inftance produced, is or fome among their 
itndmg Twehers in the N<ard^ who hwe refii- 

fed the Abjuration Oath^ yet continue their 
Preaching, and hav6 abundance of Followers. 
*^he Pafdctthn are otH: of my head j bat ^ 
Fa6l is notorious enough, and I believe has been 
^bliilied } I think k a pity it has not been r^* 
medied. ^ 

Tbus I have fairly given you, Sir, my oNvn 
Opinion, as well ad that of a great Majority in 
both Hoiiiet kwre, relating to this weignty Af- 
fair ; upon which I am confident you may fe- 

*curely reckoi^. I wiiU kave you to sol^ whtt 
of ityim|ilMf^. 

Ifim mtb gTMt Sir^ 
Dublini Dec* 49 

* « 

* 
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TRITICAL ESSAY 



UPON T H B 



Faculties^/' tkMlND. 



0 . 

To ^ - • • 

SIR, 

TIMING fo gritat a lAwer Antufmtm^ it was | 

X>- reafonabU to fuppofeyou nvould be "very nmchX 
(nU^d nxjitb Wijf thing that was new^^ 
k0oe bun of imti offenM nmtk manjt Wrii^^^ 
Effays and moral Difcourfes^ for running into flale 
%(^icks and thread-bare ^otationsj and not 
isouUing their SSEjelTfully and ehfely : M nvbicb 
Errors I ha^e carefully a^voided in the follonving 
Ej^ay, which I ha^ve propofed as a Pattern for 
ywng Writers to imitate, ^e Thoughts and Oh^ 
fer'vations being entirely newy the S^ugtations un^ 
ttmbed^fy Stkers^ the Sukje& .qf mgl^ bnpor^ 
tance^ and treated nmth much Order and Fer^ 
fpicuity : It has cofi me a great deal of 71nu(Qnd 
Id fire you will accept isvnd e^Sffidier U astbe ut^. 

mft Effi^t ^ftsy Genius. 



Digitized by Google 



A. Critical BJfaji upon^ &c. 1/7 



PHilofophers fay, that Man is a Microcolia - 
CHT Utile World, reftmbling in Miniature 
every part of the Great : And> in my opi- 
nion^ the Body natural may be compared to the 
Wly politick % And if ihis be*fo, hom can the 
Mpicurearfs opinion be true, that the Univerfe 
was formed by^a fortuitous Concourfe of Atoms 
^ich I will no morr believcf, tban that the acci-* 
dental Jumbling of the letters in the Alphabet 
^Ifoidd fall by d^ance into a naoft ii^eiM^s and 
learned Treatife ofPhilofophy. Kifumteneatis a* 
mici [KLOR.} This falfe Opinion muft needs 
oeate many more; ^tis like an Error in the firft 
Cpnco6lion, which cannot be correfled in the fe- 
coiid } the Foundation is weak^ and whatever ^u* 
perftruflure you raiie upon ky muft of neceffity 
fall to the ground. Thus men are led from one er- 
ror to another, thl with hcion they embrace a 
Cloud inftsad of Juna ; or like ^ Dog in die 
Fable, lofe the Subftance in gaping at the Sha- 
dow. For Atch Opinions cannot cohere ; but 
lik%tbe Iron and tm Clay in the Toes cf fleb§^ 
chadriezzar^s Image, muft feparate and break 
in pieces* I have read in a certain Author^ that 
Alixmtiir wept becaoft he had no more worlds 
to conquer 5 which he need not have done^ if 
the fortuitous concourie of Atoms could create 
one f But this is an opinion fitter for that many^* 
headed beaft the Vulgar to entertain, than for 
fo wife a man as EpkurUs \ the conrupt part 
Seft oply horrqwed his I^ame^ as the Mon-* 
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key did the Caf s Claw, to draw the Chcfiaut 
(Mt of the j^re. 

' H<Mrweis tbi ^ Am ta the Cure is to kna«r 

the Difeafe ; and tho* Truth maybe difficult to 
findy becauicy as the PhilofopiierobleiTes, (he 
Ihrei Ia idle bottdm ft W^U^ yet ve need noiv 
like blind men, gropelfr open day-light. I 
hope I may be allowecHinidng fo many iar more 
learned wen fe offer my Mitd, iince^ ftender* 
t)y may fometimespeKhaps fee more of the game 
thak he tii»t phys it./But I do not thii^ a PM^ 
lofophcf "oWiged to account for every Phaenome- 
)tion in Nature, or drown himfelf ^ih JriJfotUpJ 
for not being able to fi>We the ebbing andiovi^^ 
ing of the Tide, in that fatal Sentence he paft 
tipon himfelf, Sigia te non capia^ tu capiesme0f 
* Wherein he wtt et once tlHS Judge and^ 
Criminal, the Accufer and Executioner. So^ 
Gratis on the other hand, who fakl he knew no**' 
^ing, wM pMnoiindSd^jr tfaeOMtdeto beibe 
wifeft man in the vvorld. 

But to return f roiu. th is D i greffion , 1 think it 
Ik clear «i smy^Sen^ Budid^ «!taft 

jNattue does nothing in vain ; if we were able 
%o dive into her fecret J^^eceffes^ we Aioiild find 
«hat the finaltoft Blade of Grafs, of moft con- 
temptible Weed, has its particular ufe j but (he 
It chiefly admiral^e in her minuteft ^eompeffi- 
tlons, the leftft and moft contemptible Ihfeil moft 
difcovers the "Art of Nature, if I may fo call it ; 
tho^ Nature^ which ddights in variety ^ will .al» 
• %ay9 triumph over Art-: zxki as the Poet oIj- 

3 ^fahiram 
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• Naturam expellasfurca licet^ ufgue murref. i 

But the various Opinions of Philofophers 
have fcatter'd tluro^ tby( world as many Plagues 
<>f the Mind, as Pmdora^ Box did thofe of the 
Body, only with this difference, that they have 
Mt left Hope jit thebottom^ And if Truth be 
not fled vnth^ftreay flie is certainly as hidden 
as the Source of Nile^ and can be found only ia ^ 
Utopia. Not that I vrould refleA on thofe wife 
Sages, which would be a fort of Ingratitude j 
and he that calls a man ungrateful^ fums up 
all die Evil aman can be guilty of^ 

i But what I blame the Philofophers for^ (tho* 
fome may think it a Paradox) is chiefly thfi^i^i 
/Pride; nqthm^ 

r^Tnuft pin yourTaitJi ^ ^V^'^ ^frff^f.i ^^^^^ * 
• 'Diogenes lived in a 'lub, there might be, for 
omght I know, aa maA Pride under bis Kags, 
as in the fine fpun Gannent of the divine Platp. 
It is jreported of this (Hog/^nis^ that when Ahx-^ 
' ander came to 6e him, and promiied to give 
him whatever he woxild alk, the Cynick only 
anfwer'd^ Take not from Imr'wbai thou <anfi mi 
giw m^f hut fiand from betnMen me and the 
Light ; which was almoft as extn^yagant as the 
Philofopher that flung his Money into.thfi 
Vilh this remarkable Sayipg-?— • 

How 
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How different was this Man from the Ufurer^ 
vdio being tpld Son would ijj^d all he had 
got^ replied) He canmt take more Pleafure m . 
Spending^ than I did in Getting it. Thefe men 
«duJ4 Tee the Faults q& e^ich oikex^ ibut not their 
own ; thofe diegr Auttg iata 4iie )^ag bahkid ; 
Non <videmus idTHantica quod in terg^ eft. I may 
|)erha|»s be cenAliPid 6x my free ^pmioos \af 
mote carping MoinUi^8» whMi Aiithore iMr&kk 
lis the Indiqns do the Devils for fear. They wiU 

#ndiNHmic to %w% my ^mpawkm m aiuif 
W0and$ as the »an in che AlmasMMck \ but I 
value it aqc | and peiiiaj>8, iiice Flie^^ the;r ^ay 
^ ofiton «bai>i: tb»€aadlf» liiejf b«ni 
their Wings. They muft pardon me if I v^*^ 
tare to give them this Advice^ not to rail at 
what they' canoiDt widarA^ e i( dUev botdi£% 
tover that felf-tormenting Paflion of* Envy, than 
which tlie gre^tefl: Tyrajk awger miwtiA a mort 
troci ^4ii»eiitw ' 

Jn<vidia SicuHmnm^m^vl^am 

I i»uft be fo bold to tell my Crlticfcs and Wit • 
UiigSy ikat thay ar€ MiMre judg^ tkk, thaa 
a man that is born bliqd eaa tota any mie idaa- 
of/CQlours* I have always observed, that your 
«nN[>ty vaflpis Ibuad loudaft ft I wlna their Lal^a 
ae little as the Sea did when Xerx$$ whipped 
The utmoft favour a Man ^aa expe6l from then^ 
that miiiMk^Folyphemm promiied Ufyjks^ tbat 
h€ wauld davour him the laft : They dddk t* 
iubdue a Writer as /l^^i^ did his fiaemy^ ^viih 
^ i 9LVeni%' 
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a f^eniy ^idi^ met. I coi^^fefs I value the opinibti 

of the mdicious few, a R 1^^ a of * 

ffT^^^^h 5 but for the reft, to give my judgment 
at once, I think the long dilute a^nong thi 
m^o§oiphm^Wt n Vaiuiikn mxf be det<9ftittiw 
ed in the Affirmative', that it is fa be found m a 
Critick's head. They are at beft but the Dfonei 
of tile learned vv4k(i ^toMitfr the ^ney, 

and will not work themfelves ; and a Writer 
Jieed tto more regard them than the Moon does ' 
the barkmg df * tidier feiffeieii Ctlr. For, in 

fplght oir their terrible roaring, you may with 
kiitf an eye di&oviBr the Afs uftder the Liatfs ikiil« 
But to return to our Difcouffe i ^m^ftheitei 
being alk'd what was the firlt part of an Orator^' 
replies, ASion : What was the fecond, « 
What was the third, ASIhn : And fo on ad 
Jinitum. This may be true in Oratory; but 
Contetfiphtttoft in other tilings 'eiceeeds A^on^ 
• And therefore a wife man is never left* alone| 
than when he is alone : 

And Jrcbimedes^ the famoiM Math€matician| 
w«s fo intent upon his ProBfettsf, that he nevtt: 
minded the Soldier v/ho came to kill him. 

Tlwrefore nor to defiraa from the juft ?rail^ 
which belongs to Orators, they ought to confi- 
dei" that Nature, which gave us two Eyes to fee, 
liid two £ar$ to htiar, h» given m but <mi< 

Tongue to fpeak, wherein however fome do fo 

Sbound, that the VirtnoA who have been fo lonj^ 

• in 
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in fearch for the perpetual Motion, may infal- 
^bly find it there. 

Some men admire RepuUicksy becaufe Ora« 
tors fliourifti there moft, and are the great Ene- 
mies ^ Tyranny ; But^myopimonas^ that one 
Tyrant is better Aan an 'hundred* Befides, 
thefe Orators inflame the people, whole anger 
is really but a ihort Fit of Madaeis* 

/ Ira furor hri^U eft - ' HoR« 

' After which, Laws are like Cobwebs, wkifib 
* may catch fmall Flies, but let Wafps and Hor« 
nets break through. But in Oratory the gieat* 
eft Anis to hide Arty 

Artts eft celare Artem. 

But this may be the work of Time, we muft 
lay hold on all onportunities, and let flip no 
occafion, elfe we mall be forced to weave Fcne^ 
hpe\ Web, unravel in the night what we did in 
the da^* ' And therefore I have obferved, that 
Time is painted with a Lock before, and bald 
behind, ngnifying thereby, that we muft take 
Time (as we fay) by the Forelock, for when 
'tis once pad there is no recalling it. 

T)ie Mind of Man is at fir ft (if you will par- 
don the Expreffion) like a Tabula rafa^ or like 
Wax, which, while it is foft, is capable of any 
Impreffion, dll Time has hanlen'd it* And at 
length Death, that grim Tyrant, ftops us in th^ 
midft of our career. The greateft Conquerors 
have at lajft been conquered by Deadi, witiigh 
. Ijpares none, from the Sceptic to the Spade. 

Mors 
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MOTS ilmiiiUMS tvfnmUfllS^ 4 

All Riv«-s goto the $ea, but none ftturn froip 
id Xerxes wepf wfien he beheld his Army, to 
confider that in lefs tha^ an hundred years they 
would be all dead* Anacreon was choak'd widi 
ft Grapf^ftone ^ and^^iokint Joy kilb ad ^11 as 
violent Grief. There is nothing in this world 
conftant^ but Inconftancy ; yet Plato thought^^ 
dteit ifVktiiewatfMappeatt0thfc#Wld hl^ hei* 
o^ native drefs, all men would be enamour'd 
with her. But nowfmce Intereft governs the 
World, and Men negieft the golden Mean, 
Jupiter himfelf, if he came on the Earth, would 
be defpifed, unlefs it were^ as he did to Danae^ 
fti a Gdlden Shower : For men now-a^days - 
worihip^the Rifing Sun^ and not the Settings 

Don^ erU /elix^ mdtcs mmerabis amkos. 

^ Thus have I9 hi Obedience to yotirConi^ 

mands, ventured to expofe myfelf to Cenfure in 
this critical age. Whether I have done right to 
my Sul>jeft, muft be left to the Judgment of the 
learned Reader : However, I cannot but hope 
that my attempting of it may be an Encot^rage*- 
ment for forhe able Pen to perform it with mort 
Succefs, 
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PREDICTIONS I 

FOR ' - I 

The YEAR 1708. ' 

Wherein the Month, and Day 

of the Month are fet down, the 
Perfons named, and^ the greatt 
Adions apd Events of next Year 
t particularly related^ as will come 
to pals. ^ ' 



Written to prenmt the People of England from 
. being farther impofed on by vulgar Amauack^ 
mMtru 



IH A V £ long coofi<jbr'd the groA Atnife of 
Aftrology in this kingdom, and upon de- 
bating £e matter witv mylelf^ I could not 
pofllbly iay thf fatilt upon the Art, liuc upon 

tUoic 
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• diofe groft Tmpoftors, who fet up to be the Ar^ - 
tifts. I know fev^ral Learned Men.have cpn- 
tended that the whole is a Cheat ; that it is abfurd 
and ridiculous to imagine, the Stars can have any 
influence at ^ upon human A^Uons^ Thoughts»t 
or Inelynations : And whoever has sot bent his 
iBtudies that way, may be excufed for thinking 
Soy when he iees in how wretched a manner that 
noble Art is 6*eated by a few mean illiterate 
Traders between us and the Stars ; who import 
a y^ly Aock of Nonfenfe, Lyes> FoUy> and Im-^ 
. pertmence^ which they offer to the worM as ge<* 
nuine from the Planets, tho' they delcend from 
iXio greater a height thaa their own Brains. 

I intend in a fliort time to publiih a large and 
rational Defence of this Art, and therefore fhall 
£iy no more in its juftifi(^tion at prefen^^ |liaii 
, that it hath been !n Ages defended by many 
Learned Men, and among the reft by Socrates 
^ h&mfelfj whom I look upon as undoubtedly the 
wifeft of uninlpir*d mortals 5 To which if we 
; add, that thofe who have condemned this Art, 
though oth^rwife learned, having bee^Much as 
either did not apply their Studies this way, or at 
leaft did not fucceedin their Applications } their 
' Teftimbny will not be of much weight to its dif* 
advantage, fince they are liable to the common 

Obje^ion of coudenuiing vyihat they did not un* 
derftand«r 

Nor am I at all offended, or think it an injury 
to the Art, when I lee the common Pealecs in 
it, the Students in Afirology^ die PHIomatbSf and 
. th^ of that t^ribej treated by wife men with 

S » • the 
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the utmoft Scorn afid Contempt 5 bat rather 
inroiidery wbea I obferve Gentlemen in the coun« 
Iryi rich enough to»fervfc die Nation « Parlia- 
tnenty poring in Partridge's Almanack to find 
4mt the events of the year at home and abroad ; 
MC daring to propofe .a Hnnring-n(iafecfa| tiU 
JOadburyox he have fixed theWeather, 

I will allow either of' the two I have mention* 
od,' or any other of the iratenity to be iiot onrity • 
Aftrologers, but Conjurers too, if I do not pro- 
duce a bundled :»iftances in all their Aimanadits 
to convince any reaA)nable man, that they do 
not fo much as underftand common Grammar 
and Symax \ that they are Bot s^le to i^U any 
Word out OT tile ufual road, nor evsen tn dieir 
Prefaces write conunon Senfe or intelligible Bng^m 
HJb. Then for tfamr Obfervations s»d Picdim^ 
IDns, they are fuch as will equally fuit any age or 
country in the world. This Month a certain great 
Verfm wiU be fbnaten'd with Death er Skkmefo. 
TThis the News-papers will tell them ; for there 
we find at the end of the year, that no month 
pafles out the death of £>me per^ of note ; 
iand it would be hard if it fhould be otherwife^ 
when there are at leaft two thou fand perfons of 
fiote in this kingdom, many of thenf old, aod 
'the Almanack -maker has the liberty of chufing 
the ficklieft feafon of the year where he may fix 
his Predt^ion. Again^ ^this Mmtb an mmekt 
Clergyman nvill be preferred ; of which there 
may be fome hundreds half of them with one 
foot in the Grave, Then fiicb a Planet in Jkcba 
Houfejiews great Maciiuatiom, Blots and Con^ 

Jj^ira^ies^ 
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After which, if we hear of any Difcoveiy, the 
Aftroioger gels the honour ; if not, his Predic- 
tioiv ftiU ftandd good. And at laft^ God prefertye 
King William from all his open and fecrct Ene^ 
^ miesy Am€7u When if the King %ould happen 
to have died^ the Aftrologer plainly foretold it ) 
otherwife it pafles but for the pious Ejaculation 
oi a loyal Subje£l : 1 hough it unluckily hap- 
pened in fome of their Almanadcs, that poot^ 
King William w^s prayM for many months af- 
ter he was dead, becaufe it fell out that he died 
about the beginning of the year« 

To mention no more of their iiiiperlinenfe 
Predi£liona :^ What ' have we to do with their 
Advertifenient9 about Pilk and Drink for the 
Venereal Difeafe ? Or their mutual Quairels in< 

Verie and Profe of Whig and wherewith the 
Stars have little to do ? ' * * 

• Having long obi'ei ved and lamented thefe^ and 
a hundred cither abpfea of this Art^too tedioud 
to repeat \ I refolved to proceed in a new way, 
which I doubt not will be to the general iatil- 
^EM^on of the Kingdom : I can diis year pron 
duce but a Specimen of what I dt:;fign for the 
future } having employed moft part of my Tinote 
in ad)ufting and corre£ting the Calculations I 
made fome years paft, becaufe I would offer 
nothing to the World of which I am not as fully 
iatisfiedt as that I am now alive* For thefe two 

laft years I have not failed in above one or two 
particulars, and tUofe of no very gieat moment* 
I eacai^ly f«etold the Mifcaniagc at ^oidm^ 

S 3 with 
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with itt pwiinriarg ; aiui Laft ofAAm^ 

1^ Shovely tho' I was raiftaken as to the day^ 
placing that Acci^ipiit about lhift^*ii» houra 
$)oner than it happenM ; btat upoa s^imvmig 

my Schemes, I quickly found the caufe of itiia( 

l^or. I iiby ifg, foreteki the Battled Almmm 
to the irety day and hour, with the Lofs on both 
iides, and the Confec^\]CTces thereof. AU which 
I ihewed t» ion^ Attends masy aauonidis hdkxm 
Aey happened, that is^ I gave them Paper? . 
fealed up^ to open at fucii a tioie^ aiier wfaicli - 
t^ey were at liberty to i^d them i and ihem 
they found my Predlftions true In every Ar^* 
licle^ except one or two itery minute. 
As fur the few following Predt&ipsr i Wkom 

€fFer the world, I forbore to publifh them till I 
had perufedthe feveral Almanacks ioiP the yeai?. 
we are now entered oaw I find them aii^ ui the 
tafual ftrain, and I beg the Reader will compare 
their manner with mine : And here I make odd 
to «d} the worki^ that I tay liie whole l^mUt 
of my Art upon the Truth of thefe Prediftions ; 
and I ^viU be content^ that F^tiridg^^ and ihe ^ 
seft of his clan, may 4ioot me for a Cheat and 
Impoftor, if I fail in any fmgle paiticular of 
mooient. I believe^ any nan who Made thie 
]paper, will look upon me to be at leaft a perfim 
of as much Hone(ty aad^Underftanding, as a 
common maker of Almanacke.. I do not (uric in 
the dark ; I am not wholly unknown in the 
world ; 1 have fet my name at length, to be a 
mark of Infamy mankind^ if they fiiaU fin^ 
i deeeive tbem^ 

.mi 
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• In one thing I muft defire to be forgiven, that 
I talk ipore fparingly of ^ome-s^irs : A% it 
9411 bt knpitiitoiee to difi^pver Secrets of %tzttf 
fo it would be dangerous to my peribp j but in 
fiMtiw iBatleps^ and that are Bot of miblick con-* 
fe^tience^ I'HiaH'be very fif^o j and tlie Truth of 
my Conjefturcs will as much appear from thofe 
«6 the olher» As tw the moft fignal Events 
broad in France y Flanders ^ Italy znA^ Spain y I 
'fiiaU mal^e no fcruple to predidl them in plain 
%mM I Some of item ore of tmportanc^^ and I 

hope I fhall feldom miftake the day they will 
happen j therefore, I think good to inform the 
IkizAet^ ikat I aU along inadce uft ofiheOld Style 
obferved in England^ which I defire he will com- 
pare widi that of the News-papers, af t^e time 
they relate the AAkm» i <mentlon« ' 

I muft add one word more : I know it hntit 
been the opinion of ieveral of the Learned, wha 
^ink weH enough of the true Art of Aftrology ^ 
That the 8taf s do only inclbjCj and not force th© 
Actions or Wilis of men : And therefore^ 
n<nnNn^ I fHfty proceed by right Rules, yit i 
cannot in prudence fo confidently allure the fj- 
vents will follow eyaAly as I predict them, 

• "I hope } mdtui'ely confider'd this Objec^ 
tion, which in fome c^es is of no little wpigbt^ * 
For qiample : A Aian rcAjy tyy the kiiluence q( 
an over-rating Planet, be difpofed or inclined 
to Luft, Rage, or Avarice, and yet by tlie fojce 
of Reaiotti overcome that bad Influence ; and 
this was the cafe of Socrates : Btt as tiie great 

Events 
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bers of men, it cannot be expefted they ftiould 
9II unit^ to crois tbieir Iiidinatioas ^-om purfuuig 
a general defign, wherein they unaaimoufly ^ 
gree. Befides, the Influence oFthe Stais reaches^ 
to many A£Uon^ and Events^ which are not any 
.way in the power of Reafon j as Sickaefs, Deaths 
and what we commonly call Acpidents^ witli 
mwy more, needleis toa'€|iMt. 

But now it is time to proceed to my Flredids— 
ons> which I have begun to calculate from the 
time that the Sun enters into Aries. And this I 
take to be properly the Beginning of the Natural 
Year. I purfue them to the time that he enters 
Libra^ or ibmewhat mctfe, which is the bu)^ 
period of the year. The remainder I have not 
yet adjufted, upon account of feveral Impedi- 
ments needlefs here to mention 1 Befides^ I muft 
remind the Reader again, -^ihat dus is but a 
Specimen of what I defi^n in fucceeding years 
.to treat more at larg^ if I may^ have LioerQr 
and Encouragement. 

My firft Prediflion is but a Trifiey yet I will 
. mention it^ to fliew how ignorant diofe fottifli 
Pretenders to Aftrology are in their own Con- 
cerns : It relates to Partridge the Almanack- 
maker ; I have ccmfulted die Stars of his Nati- 
vity by my own Rules, and find he will infal- 
libly die upon the 29^ of M^r^&nexty about 
eleven at night, of a raging Fever $ dierefore I 
advife him to coniklej: of it| and fettle hi$ af][airs 
^intime* 

The 
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• ^he month of April will be obfcrvaWe for ihe 
death of many great perfons. On the 4th will 
^e^Caribial thN^Ues^ ArchbMiop of P^rhs 
On the nth the young Prince of Ajlurias^ Son 
«a the Duke JMm : On the i44:h a ^eat Peer 
ef this Realm •wiH die at kih Coutitry-Houfe t 
On the 19th ai;i old Layman of great Fame for 
Learning x on the ejd an eminent Gold- 
foiith in Lombard Street. I could mention ofher^t 

, both at home and abroad^ if I did not confider 
k is of very iMa w iaflra£tion to thi& Rea*^ 
der, or to the World. 

- As to Publick Affairs i On the 7th of <h|a 
anoiitk dure will be an inimrelHcBiii hauptme^ 
occafion'd the Oppreflions of the People^ 
wliich will not be quieted in fome months. 

4^ the i^th witt br a i^dmt «twm dii«kt 
South-Eaft Coaft of Prance, which will deftroy 
many of t^eir Ships, and fome in the very Hajr-» ' 

The 10th will be famous for the Revolt of a 
avdiole Province or Kingdom, excepting one City^ 
by whidi the a^airs of a certain Priiiee kx i&e 
<^liance will take a better face, 

* Jl^^i againft common Confefhires, will be no 
^ery bufy month in Europe^ but very ^-gnal fof 
the death of the Dauphin^ which will happen ofi 
AejTth, after a ihort Fit^ Siek^peTsi and griey* 
ous Torments whh the Strangur^^- He dies left 
iamented by the Court than theKipgjdom. 

^ On the %Ma^hal of fremee yiriU br^ 
hU Le|; by ^ fall from his Horft. I have ndt 
/ • been 
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Dot. 

On the I itlx will begin a moft important Siege^ . 
vrhich the eyes of all Ettrt^e will be upon : I can-* 
not be moic particular : for in relating bSooxm, 
that lo nearly concern the Cmfsd^O^Sf mil coo*- 
fequently this Kingdom, I am forced to confine 
myleUy for ieveral real(ws veiy ohvWus to the 
Reader* 

On the 15th News will arrive of a very Jur^ * 
prizing Ewnt^ thau which xiothing ^oiUd 
more ujiexpe£led. 

On the 19th three noble Ladies of this King- , 
dom will» againll all expe£lation> prove with ' 
Child^ to the gj*eat joy of their H\ifliaiida« 

On the 23d a famous Buffoon of the Play- 
houfe will die a ridiculous deaths fuitahle t^pihis , 
vvocation. v 

June. This mpnth will be diftingulfli'd at 
home, by the utter diiper&ng pf thofe ridiadoua 
deluded Enthufiafts, commonly <tll*d AePf^ 
phets J occafion'd chiefly by feeing the time come 
that many of their Prophecies (houldl^e fulfiU'd^ 
and then finding themfelves deoeivVi by contrarjr 
Events. It is indeed to be admirM how any De* 
ceiver wx be fo weak» lo foretel things near at 
band, ^hen a very few months rtiuft of neceft- 
fity difcovar th| Impoftor to all the world } la 
,this point kfs piiident than common Alnumack** 
makers, who are lb wife to wander in Generals^ 
and talk dubioufly, and leavQ to UI6 &e9uler the 
bulin6fifpfint?rpre|ing» , , . < 

; . . Oft ^ 
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. .On the I ft of this month a French General 
will be killed by a random Shot of a Cannon* 
Ball. 

' . On the 6th a Fire will break out In the Sub- 
wba of Paris^ which will deftroy above a thou* 
fand houfes \ and feems to be the foreboding of 
what willhappeii, to the furprize of Hi Europe^ 
idkmt the endof the following month* 

On the loth a great Battle will be fought> 
which will begin at four of the clock in the after-* 
IRKMI) and 1^ till nine at night with great ob^. 
ftinacy, but no very decifive Event. I fhall nbt 
name tjjxe Place, for the reafons aibrefaid \ but 
the Commanders on each left wing will be kill- 
ed. - - - - I fee Bonfires, and hear the noife of 
GuBS for a Viclory* 

On i4.th there will be a &Ue Repoort of the 
tren):h King's death. 

. On the *oth Cardinal Portocarera will die of 
a D3rfentery) with great ibfpicion of Poifon $ 
but the Report of his Intention to revolt to King 
Charles will prove falfe. 

yuly* The 6th of this month aVfrf/im 
will, by a glorious Action, recover the Reputa- 
Itou he loft by former Misfortunes. 

On the 1 2th a great Commander will die a 
Prifoner in the hands of his Enemies. 

Oathe t4.th a fliameful Difirovery will be made 
' of a French Jefuit giving Poifon to a great fo- 
mgn General ; and when he is put to the Tor- 
toret wUl make wonderful difcoveries* 

In fliort this will prove a month of great ac-/ 
poUf if I migh^have liberty to relate the Parti- 
culars. ^ 
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At honflef the death of an old famot&.Sdliator 
i^iU happen oft the i jfth at hi« Country-hoia^ * 

Worn With age and dlitafes. 

But that which will make this month memo* 
Hhifs all pofterity, id the desHvof the^r^M 
King, Len/jts the fourteenth, after a week's Sick- 
ikiis at Marli^ which wiU hltppen* on the a9th» 
about iix o'clock in the evening. It feems to bft 
an efFe6l of the Gout in his Stomach, followed 
1^ a Fittx. And in three days alter Mcm&tut 
CkamillardvnW follow his Mafter, dying fudden« 
ly of an Apoplexy. 

In thf9 month bkew}fe an AmbaJJador will die 

in London j but I cannot afligri the day. 

Augufl. The Affairs of kranie will feera to 
f^iSer no Change for a while under theDufce ef 
liBwrj'//;f^'s Adminiftratlon > but the Genius that 
animated the whole Machine being gone, wift 
ht the caMfe of mighty Turns and Revolutiont in 
Ae following year. The new King makes yet 
little change eidsier in the Army ortheMiniftry ; 
but the libels againft his Orarnifether, diat fiy 
about his very Court, give him uneafinefs. 

JtStt an Exprefe in iliiorhty hafte» with Joy and 
5^onder in his^ looks, arriving by brftdt or <fay oH 
Aearoth of this montli, having travell'd in three 
4ays a prodigious |oumey by land aiid fea. lA 
the evening I hear Bells and Guns, and fee the 
l^lazing of a thoufand Bonfires. 

A young Admiral of noble Bir^ does likewHe 
this month gain immortal Honour by a great At- 
jphieVement*' 

Tht ^ 
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.Settled : Augujfus refi^ns his Pretenfions which he 
had again taken up tor fome time ; Stamjlaus is 
ipeat:eably pofiefs^d of the Throne ; and the King 
ctf Sweae?i declares for the Emperor. 

I cannot, omit one particu lar * Accident here at • 
llotAe ; thdt Tiear ^6 end of vt^iis month much 
tnifchief will be done at Bartholomew Fair by the 
FaUof aBocfth. 

September. Thk month l)egms vnth a very 
jftirprizing Fit .of Froily Weatheri which will laft 
near twelve days. 

- The Pope having Ibng languKhM laft monttt^. 
life Swellings in his Legs breaking, and the Flefh 
;rtlortifying9 will die oa the t ith m(!ant ; aiid ih 
three weeks time, after a mighty Conteft, Be 
focceeded by a Cardinal of the Imperial Fai:^iori^ 
litit Native of ^ufcany^ who iStnowslbout flxtj^- 
joncyears old. • 
* The French Aiamy ails now wholly on At Dc- 
ikitfvfkj ftrongly fortify'd in their Trenches 5 aiA 
the young French King fends Overtures for % 
Trtaty of Peace by the Duke of Mantua \ whidliy 
fn^t^e it It a nlaHer^ of State that cotieeiiis us 
Here at home, I fliall fpeak no farther of it. * - 

I fiiall add but jone Predi^ion mdre, al^l thit 
in myftical Tetos, which included in a. 

Verle out of Virgil^ 

Mtereritjam'TetfySf(i^aUiraqm'ti^^ , 
DeleSlos Heroas. 

Up6h the s^fth day of fliis motith, the (ulfiltihg 
atfthis Pjcdioionrvsrillbe manifcft to every body . 

T This 
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This 18 the fanheft I have preieeed*! hi my 

Calculations tor the prefent year. I do not pro^ 
tendy that thefe are all the great Events which wiU 
hai^en in this Period, but that thofe I have fet 
down will infallibly come to pafs. It will per- 
haps Itill be obje^ed, why I have notfpoke more 
particularly of AiBurs at home, or of the Suc^ 
cef& of our Armies abroad, which I might, and 
could very largely have done j butthofe in Power 
tiave wifely difcouragM men^from meddling in 
Publick Concerns, and I was refolv'd by 
means to give the leaft Offence. This I will 
venture to That it will be a glorious Cam^ 
paign for the Allies, wherein the Englijb Forces, 
both by Sea and Land, will have their full fliare 
joS honour : That her Majefty Queen ANNE 
'vrill continue in health and prolperity : And that 
no ill accident will arrive tp any in tne chief Mi** 
liiflxy. 

As to the particular Events I have mentioned, 
the Readers may judge by the fuifiiiing of 'en^^ 
jvhether I am im the level with comn^on Aftra« 
logers ; who, with an old paultry Cant, and a 
few Pot-hooks for Planets to amiife the vulgar, 
have in my Opinion too long been fuifer^d 
abufe the worjd : But an hdneft Phyfician ought 
jiot to be deipis'd, becaufe there are fuch things 
as Mountebanks. I hope I have fome flmse ef 
Reputation, which I would not willingly for- 
, feit for a frolick or humour : And I believe no 
' gentleman , who reads this Paperi inrtll look upoa 
. It to be of die fame Call or Mould with the com- 
mon Scribblers that ve every day hawk'd about. 
« . My 
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My Fortune has placed me above the little regard 
oi Icribbling for a few Pence, which I neither 
value or want : Therefore let no wife men too ^ 
haftily condemn this Eflky, intende^^ for a good 
defign, to cultivate and improve an ancient Art, 
long in difgrace by having fallen into mean and 
uulkiliul hands. A little time will determine 
whether, I have deceived others or myfelf : and 
I think it is no veiyr unreaibnable requeft, that 
men would pleafe to fufpend their judgments till 
then. I was once of the opinion with thofe who 
defpife all Prediftions from the Stars, till in the ' 
year 1686 a man of Quality fhew'd me, written 
m his Album, That the moft learned Aftronomer • 
Captain H, afTured him, he would never believe 
any thing of the Stars Influence, if there were 
not a great Revolution in Engla?id in the year 
1688. Since that time I began to have other 
•Thoughts, and after eighteen years diligent 
Study and Application, I think I have no reafon 
to repent of my pains. I (hall detain the Reader 
no longer, than to let him know, that the ac- 
count I defign to give of next years Events, (hall 
take in the principal Affairs tnat happen in Eu- 
rope 5 and if I 'be denied the liberty of offering 
it to my own Country, I (liall appeal to the 
learned world, by publifhlng it in Latin, and * 
giving order to have it printed in Holla/id. 

« 

T * ' THE 
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Mn Biurtridge^ the Ai* m a n a c »• 

' MAKEjt^upqn the 2^thlfil]tant. 

Jk a liETT BR to a Pe^f^n of Honpuf^^ * 
Written in the Year ijoi* " ' * 



IN Obedience to your Lordfhip's Commands, 
as well as to &tisfy my own Curiofity, I 
have for^me days paft enquired conftantly 
^fter Partridge the Ain^ack-maka*, of whom 
it wa& foretold i&.M£» Bicker0aff^% Pmliaions^ 

w^i^p^i^^^w ^^^^^ 
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publifti'd about a month ago, that he ftiould die 
Ike 29th inftant about eleven at night of a ra- 
ging Fever. I had feme fort of knowledge of 
him when I was employed in the Revenue, be- 
caiife he ufed every year to prefent me with hh 
Ahnanack, as hedfd eAer gentlemen, upon the 
fcore of fome little Gratuity we gave him. I 
faw him accidentally once or twice about ten 
days before he died, and obferved he began vciy 
much to droop and languilh, tlio' I hear his 
Friends did not &em to apprehend him in any 
danger. About two w three days ago he grew 
was confined firft to his Chamber, and in a 
few hours after to his Bed, where Dr. Ca/e and 
Mrs. Kirlius were fent for to vifit, and to pre- 
fcribe to him. Upon this intelligence I lent 
thrice every day^ one iervant ix other to enquirfe* 
after his health ; and yefterday,' abotit four in 
the afternoon, word was brought me that he was 
paft hopes : Upon which I prevailed with my- 
fclf to go and fee him, partly out of Commife- 
ration, and I confefs, partly out of Curiolityji 
He knew me very wdl, feem'd furprized.at my 
condefcenfion, and made me compliments upon 
h as well he could, in the condition he was. 
The people about him laid, he had been for ibme 
time delmbus') but when I faw him, he had his 
underftanding as well as ever I knew, and fpake 
ftrong and hearty, without any feeming uneafi* 
nefs or conftraint. After I had told him how 
forry I was to fee him in thofe melancholy Cir- 
cumftances, and faid fome other Civilities (bit- 

sdde^to the octafioiiy I -defired hsn to^tell ^ 

\ 2 T 3 ^ fxcely 
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freely and ingenuoufly, whetlier theTrediSionw 
Mr. Bicktrjtaff had pijblifli'd relating to his 
4catb»' had 1191 too mucb a^e^led andw<»^edt( 
en his imagination. He confefs'd h^ had o6:ea 
had it m his liead, but never with mudi apjpre-> 
ken(ion) ttU abput a is^i^si^/^^h^ ivam 
Which time it had the perp^ial Poffeflion of his- 
mind and t^ughts, and he did ifprily believe 
Vras the truf natural Ca^^of bi$ preieiit22ifteQi<« 
per : For, faid he, I am thoroughly pa^ftiaded^ 
and I think I have very good reafonS| that Mr#^ 
BickerJIaff iboke altogeth^e^ liy g<ie&> ^4 
lio more what will happen this year^mB I did' ^ 
myfelf* I told him his dtfcQurfe furprized me 
«and I \^Qul4 he gl^ h« ftate of health* 

to be uble to tell me, what reaibn he had to be' 
convinced of Mt\^ici^;^ff^s ignorance. He 
reply d^ / ^ ^ P^i* igfior^ Ff^Uow^ bsed to 9> 
mean trade, yet t have Senfe enough ta knowr 
that all pretences of foretelling by A]fti*ology 
are Deceits^ f^ tlus 9ianitVft're^^) becauie raer 
Wife and the f-earned, >yhQ c^n only know 
whether thcjie bjs ?iny truth in this Science, do 
all unammouily agree to St ddpitiei it 
and noi>e but the poor ignorant Vulgar give it 
any credit, and that p^ily uppn th^ word of fueh 
filly wretche$ as I ana rny fellows^ who caa^ 
hardJy write or read'. I then aiked him -why fai^ 
had not calculated his own Nativity, to lee whe- 
ther it agreed with Bickerft^'^s Fredidioa ? at 
which he {^ook his he^, ^n4 faid, Oht Sir^ 
, this is no time for jefting,4)ut for repepting thofe 

f9olcries, ^ I do nvijv fr9itt tbfi my bftttod rf 
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my hcdxt^ By what I can gathcf from you^ 
{md ly the Qfafei^fat^eiis Fi;^di^^Ueii$ .you 
]grintfid with your jAiijoanaokSy ^ete mere insjjpO'f 
iitions OS the people^ He reply 'd, if it were 
otherwife I ih^uid have the lefs to anfiyer 6ar^ 
We have ai:oin|ii0iiF«rai * for all thcife things 9 
As to foretelling the weather^ we nclrcr meddle 
with that, but it ta the fir inters who takea 
it evt of imf old Abmaack^ su he thinks fit ^ 
the reft was my own Invention to make my Al- 
imnitck feU^ ihavin^ a Wife tp giaiutain, and^ 
AO other wajr te get miijr 4»read { for iqendin^ 

qld (hoes is a poor' livelihood ; and (added he,, 
fighing) Iwifti I may not have done more mif- 
mef my Bhyfick iduai my Aftrolagy ; dio^ 
I had feme good Receipts from my Grandmo- 
tber, and my own Comppfitioaa weie fuch as i 
thought ei>isra tit leaA d^ no hurt. 

I had fome other dtfcourfe with, him, whicliiK 
now I cannot Gall to ipind } and I fear I have 
sdceady tired your Lovdftiip. I fliall only add' 
one Circnmftance, That on his death-bed he 
declared himi'elf a Nonconformift, and had .a 
Fanatidc Preacher to be hts fpiritual guide* 
After half an hour'^s Converfation I took my 
leave, being half ftrfled by the clofencfs of the 
^ Room« I imagined he e^dnot faokl out long, 
and therefore withdrew to a little Coffee-houfe 
hard by, leaving a fervant at the houfe* v^tb' 
orders to come immedkftely, and tell me, ts^ 
near as he could, the minute when Partridge 
ihould expire, which was not above two hours 
ai(t$p ^ wnra, looking upon my^dltdk$ I ibund^ 

it 



k tefae ttbofe ftve mhtiites afier lewn ; by vAiiA- 

it 18 clear that Mr. Bickerjiaff was miftaken al- 
moft four hours in his Calculation. In the other 
drcumftances he was exa£l enough. But whe« 
ther he has not been the Caufe of this poor man^s 
death) as well as the Predi£h>r^ may be very 
VBafoiiabiy di^nited. However^ it muft be con- 
fefs'd the matter is odd enough, whether we 
ftiould endeavour -to account for it by chance, or 
l3te eifeft of imi^pnation i For my own part, 
tho' I believe no man has lefs Faith in thefe* 
matters, yet I ihail wait with ibme impatience, 
and not' without tamt exptfbition, the folfiUing^ 
of Mr. Rickerjlaff's fecond Prediftion, that the 
Cardinal de Noailles is to die upon the fourth of« 
Aprilj and if that Ihould be verified as exaftly a» 
that of poor Partridge^ I muft own I fhould be 
wliolly furprized, and at a lofs, and ihould in««. 

lAllibly mpeft the AocompUAnwitt of all tiie 
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QibU Pka being on the fame SubjeB, and 'very 

fvi^tittm Iff the Jme Hmd* 

B> Jn the P«W2»i;<iition it is faid to be writtea 




iqSi, THE 



/^TU D E w T in Pj^i aad Aj^t^logy^ 

IT is har(}, my dear County men of thefe unit- 
ed Nations, it is very hard that ^firiton born^ 
a Prbtettant Aftrologer, ' a Maw of Rwolu- 
jion Principles, an AlTertbr of the Liberty at\<l' 
Property p{ the Pfeppre^ ftiQuldcrjr out in vain for 
juftice againft a Freicbmahy ri Papiff; ah illiterate- 
Pr^tendpr to Science ; that would blaft my Re* 
|utation^mo& itthttmanly bury me ^live, ^^^^Z^ 
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204 BiCKERSTAFF DtttStd, 

fraud my native Country of thofe Services, thatj 
*tn my double capacityy I daily offer the pul\» 
lick. 

What great provocations I have receivM, let 
' tlie impartial Reader judge, and how unwillinig- 
ly, even in my own defence, I now enter the # 
lifts againft Falfehood, Ignorance and Envy : 
But I am exafperated at icn^ to drag out tnU 
'Caeus from the den of obfcurity wherene lurks, 
* detefl him by the light of thofe Stars he has fo 
.impudently traduced^ and^ (hew there's not a 
monfter in l)ie fkies fo pernicious and malevolelll 
^ to mankind, as an ignorant Pretender to Phy- 
iick and Aihology. I fliall not dire£Uy fall on 
the msmy grofs errcM^ nor expofe the notorious 
abfiirdities of this proftltuted Libeller, till I have 
Ift the le^jmed world fairly into the controverfy 
depending, and then leave the unprejudiced ' to 
judge of the merits and juftice of the caufe. 

It was towards the conclufion of the year 1 707^ 
when an impudent Pamphlet crept into the worlds 
^bkltuled, rrediBitmSy &c. by Ifaac BickerflaflT, 
• Amongft the many arrogant AiTertiox^ 

laid dovm by that lying fpirit of divination, he 
was pleas'd to pitch on the Cardinal de Noailles 
.dnd myfeif) among many other eminent and il- 
luftrioos Perfims, diat were to die within the 
compafs of the enfuing year ; and peremptorily 
Axes the month, day, and hoiu* of our deaths 
This, I think, is fpoiting with great Men, and 
, publick Spirits, to the fcandal of Religion, and 
reproach of Power j fmd if fovereign Princes and 
. iiiirologers muft. make diverfion for the vulgar 
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. why then farewel, fay I, to all Govern- 
tnentSy ecdefiaftical and civil. Butj I thank my 
better Starsy I am altve to confront this falfe and 
audacious Predi6lor, and to make him rue the 
hour he ever affronted a man of Science and 
Kefentment* The Cardinal mav take what mea- 
fores he pleafes with him ; as his Excellency is 
^ Foreigner^ and a Papift^ he has no reaicm to 
rely on me for his Juftification } I (hall only af- 

fure the world he is alive but as he was bred 

teJetters^ and is mafter of a pen^ let him ufe it 
in i^isown defence* In the meantimel ihall pre« 
fent the publick with a faithful Narrative ot the 
ungenerous treatment and hard ufage I have re* 
ceived fix)m the virulent papers and m^ili^ious 
practices .of this pretended Ajltrologer* 



A True 
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At True and . Lnpartisd 

ACCOUNT 

OF T fi S 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF 

J/aac Bkkrfiaff, E% . 

Againfl Me 



TH E/ ftSth of Misrch^ Amo Dam. 170% 
being the Night this Sham-Prophet had 
fo impudently fix'd for my laft, wkick 
thade Uttle impreifion on myfelf ; hut I caniKA 
dnfwer for my v5rh6le Family ; for rhy Wif^, 
'with a concera more than uiuaL, prevailed on 
me to take fomewhat to ^eat for a cold, an4 
between the hours of eight and nine to go to 
bed : The Maid, as fixe jwas warming my bcd^ 
With a cttrioiity natural to young Wenches^ 
jruns to the window, and afks of one pafling the 
ilreet, who the Bell tollM for ? Dr. Partridgef 
fM.y% he^ that fam<^s Almanack^maker^ whi^ 

-died 
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l\«d Suddenly this Evening : The poor Girl 
>rovoked told him he ly'd like a JRafcal ; the 

3ther very fedately rcply'd, the Sexton had lo 1 
uiformed himt if falie^ he was to blame for 
unpofing upon a Stranger* She aiked a iecond, 
and a third, as they pafled, and every one was 
in the fame Tome* Now I don't fay tliefe are 
Accomplices to a certain Aftrological 'Squire^ 
and that one Bickerjfaff might be fauntring 
thereabouts ; bi^caufe 1 will ailert notliing her^ 
but what I dare atteftf and plain matter di, Fa^bi 
Ivly Wife at this fell into a violent diforder j 
and I muft own I was a little diicooipofed at j 
the Oddnefs ef the accident* the mean timt 
one knocks at my Door, Betty mns down, and ; 
openings finds a fober grave Perfon, who mo* 
deftly enquires if this was Drt Partridge'%} 
She taking him for fome cautious City-Patient, 
that came at that time for privacy, Ihews him 
into die Dining Room« As foon as I could 

fompofe myfelf, I went to him, and was fur-* 
prized to find my Gentleman mourned 00 a 
Table with atwo^foot Rule in his hand, mea** 
furlng my Walls, and taking the Dimenfions 
of the JRoom. Pray Sir, fays I, not to interrupt ^ 
you, have you any bv^meife with me ? Onlyg 
Sir, replies he, order the Girl to bring me a 
hfctter Light, for this is but a ver^'' dim one. Sir, 
(ays I, my name is Partridg$ : Oh i the Doc^ 
tor's BrodiCr, belike, cries he f the Stair-cafe, 
I believe, and ibefe two ^artments hung irf cloft 

Mourning will be fu£aent, and pnly a Strip of 
. VOL IV. U ^ ' 3w 
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208 BickerfiafF DeteQed. 

Baiz rotind the other Rooms. The Dodor 

miift needs die rich, he had great Dealings in 
his way for many Years \ ii he had no Family 
eoat, you had as good ufe the Efcutcheons of 
the Company, they are as (howifh, and will 
look as magniiicent as if he wasdefcended from 
the Blood-Royal. With that I afiumed a ereat 
Air of Authority, and demanded who employed 
him, or how he came there ? Why, I was fent. 
Sir, by the Company of Undertakers^ fays he ; 
and they were employed by the honeft Gentle- 
man, who is Executor to the good Doftor de- 
parted $ and our rafcally Porter, I believe, \t 
fallen faft afleep with the b4acfc Cbdi and 
Sconces, or he had been here, and we might 
have been tacking up by this time. Sir, fays I, 
' . ^ advisM by a Friend, and make the beft 
of your Speed out of my Doors, for I hear mj[ 
Wife's Voice, (which by the by is pretty diftin-r 
guiihable) and in that comer of the room ftands 
a good Cudgel, which fomebody has felt €xt 
how J \i tliat light in her hands^ and ihe 
know the Btifinefs youcottie about, without eon- 
fuking the St irs, I can affure you it will be 
employed very much to the detriment of your . 
^rfi>n. Sir, cries he, bowing with great civi- 
lity, I perceive extreme Grief for the lofs of the 
Poftor dilbrders you a little at prefent, but 
c^ariy in the Morning IMl virait on you with all 
neceflaiy Materials. Now I mention no Mr. 
Bickerfiaffy nor do I fay, that a certain Star- 
gasting '^(juire haa been playing my Executor 

• - ' ' ' before 

> * 
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before his time ; but I leave the World to judge, 
and if he puts Things and Things fairly toge^ 
tlier, It won't be mu^li wide of the mark. 

Well, once more I got my doors clos'd, and 
prepared for bed, in hopes of a little Repoie after 
ib many ruffling adventures ; juft as I was put- 
ting out rav Light in order to it, another boun- 
ces as hara as he can knock ; ' I open the Win^ 
dow> and alk who's there, afld what he \vants ? 
1 am Aifi the Sexton, replies he, and come to 
Icnow. whether the Do6lor left any Orders for a 
Funeral Sermon, and where he is to be lai<]^ 
Sind whether his Grave is 10 be plain or bricked f 
Why, Sirrah, fays you know me well enough; 
you know I am not dead^ and how dare you 
affi'ont me after this manner ? Alack-a-day, 
jeplies the Fellowi, why 'tis in Print, and the 
Whole Town knows you are dead j why, there's 
Mr. White the Joiner is but fitting Screws to 
your Coffin 5 hell be here with it in an Inftant j 
he was afraid you would have wanted it bef(H?e 
this time. Sirrah, Sirrah, fays I, you fhall 
kiiQW to-morrow to your coft, that I am alive, 
.and alive like-^tobe% Whyt ^tis ftrange. Sir, 
fays he, you fi ould make llich a fecret of your 
Death to us thai are your Neighbours \ it looks 
as if you had a defign to defraud the Church of 
Its Dues 5 and let me tell you, for one that has 
lived fo long by the Heavens, that's unhand- 
ibmely done. Hift, hift, fays another Rogue 
that ftood by him, away Doctor, in your Flan- 
nel Gear as fait as you can, for here's a whole 

U % Fack 

♦ 
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Mc of Diihiafe ^^^to y6u M4th thtir Htodt 

Equipage, and how indec^twill it look for you 
to ftand frightening folks at your * window, when 
5k>\i flWd hi^^feib^ m your Coflim thefe three 
Hours ? In fhort, what with Undertakers, Im- 
balmers, Joiners, Sextons, and your damn'd 
'Si^gf'lk^^^ upon a late Pra^tioner in Phy- 
lick and Aftrology, I got not one Wink of 
Skep that Night, nor fcarce a Moment's Relt 
f!^ec fince/ ]^&w I doubt not but Ibis villainout 
^Squire has the Impudence to affert, that thefc 
are entirely Strangers to him } he, good Man^ 
knows nothing oi die matter^ aad honeft IfoiU 
Bkkerfiaffy I warrant you, Is more a Man of 
Honour, than to be an Accomplice with a. pack 
<tf Rafci^s, that walk the Streets on Nights, ana 
difturb good People in their Beds ; but he is out, 
if he thinks the v^hole World is blind ; for thero 
Is one John Cartridge can finell a Knave as £ar 
as Gruhjlreefy— tho' he lies in the moft exalted 
Garret, and writes himfelf ^Squire : But I'U 
ktep my Temper, and proceed in tiie Narra«' 
tion. ' * 

I could not ftir out of doors for the fyace of 
three Months after this, but prefendy cme comet 
ftp to me in the Street 5 Mr. Partridge^ that 
CoiHn you was laft buried in I have nptbei^ 
yet paid fcft t Doftor, cries another dog, VLcm 
' nye think people can live by making of Graves 
for nothing ? Next time you die, you may e'en 
toll out the Bell yourfelf for Jfed. A third 
Rogtte tqps nte Iby the Elbow, and wonders how 

tl»ave 
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I have the Confcience to fneak abroid without 

{aying my Fuxxeral Expences. Lord, fays one, 
durit have fvirore that was honeft Dr. Partridge^ 
my old Friend } but poor man, he is gone. I 
beg your Pardon, fays another, you look lo like 
iny old acquaintaoce that I ufed to confult on 
Ibme priv^e occafions ; but, alack, he's gone 

the way of all Flerti Look, look, look, cries 

a third, after a competent Space of ftarlng at 
me, would not tgne think our Neighbour the 
.Almanack- maker was crept out of his Grave 
to take t other Peep at the Stars in thi^ worl4» 
and ihew bow much he k improved in Fortune^ 
. telling by having taken a Journey to the other ? 
V Nay, the very Reader, of our Parifli, a good 
, fober, difcreet Perfon, has lent two or three times*^^ * 
for me to come and be buried decently, or fend 
him fufficieht Reafous to the contrary ^ or,^! 
kave been interred in any other Panfh, to prc^ 
duce my Certificate, as the Aft requires. My 
poor Wife is.a^^^fl: run dillra^led with being 
c^'d/'Widoviypfi^iW^^, when flie knows it is 
falfe } and once a Term flie is cited into the 
Court to take out Letters of Adminiibration. 
But the greateft Grievance is, *a paultry Quack, 
takes up my Calling jult under my Nofc, and 
in his printed DireAions with B» 4"" fays. 
He lives in the Houfe of the late ingenious Mr* , 
John Partridge^ an eminent Praflitioner in 
Leather, Phyfick, and Allroiogy. 
^ But to (hew how far the wicked Spirit of En* 
vy. Malice and Refentment can huriy fame. 

mef, my nameleis old Perfecutor had provided ' . 

U 3 rae 
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Ime a Monument at the Stone-cutter^'s, and 
would have m6lefl it in the Parifii-Church ; 
«nd this piete ^iiotdriotis «nd ^xpeiifive Vi91a« 

Tiy had aftually flicceeded, had I not ufed my 
utmoft intcrcft with the Veftry, where it was 
carried at Itfftbtit by two Veice^^ that I dm fttfl 

-alive. TIiHt Stratagem failing, out comes a 
long lable ]Eleg{y> bedeck'd with Hour-glaffes, 
Maeioeks, Sc^lk, Spades^ aiid €keleloii$9 
an Epitaph as confidently written to abufe me 
iind my Proieffion^ as if I had been under 
Ground fhefe twenty Yetfrs* 

And, aflcr fuch barbarous Treatment as this, 
can the World blame me, when I a(k, What 

^^becMne of the Freedom of an BvgUJhnumf 
•And where is the lilx rty and property that my 
old Glorious Friend came over to afiert ? 

^ Wc bav'e drove Popery out the Natmi, an;! 
fent Slaveiy to foreign Climes. The Arts only 
remain in Bondage, when a man of Science 
ftnd ChartiSer ihall be openly 'infuhed in the 
midft of the many ufeful fervlcesghe is daily pay- 

/ing the Publick. Was it ever heard, even in 
^^vrhey or Algiei^s^^ that a State- Aibrologer vns 
banter'd out of his Life by an ignorant Impos- 
tor, or bawl'd' out of the world by a pack of 
inUainou9> deep-mtouth'd Hawkers ? Thou^ 
I print Almanacks, and publlfh Adv ertifenfeni s j 
tliough I produce Certificates under the Mini- 
fters and Chui^-wardens Handt i am aUve, 
and atteft the Tame on Oatft at Quarter--Seflfohs, 
out comes a full and true Relation of the Death 

itad Intennent ^ Jcbn Fartrii^e: Truth' is 
% bore 
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^%ore down, Atteftations neglefted, the Teftimo- 
'fijrof fiiber Perlons defptieilj and a man lo^- 

ven Years dead, and is buried alive in ibemidft 
t>f his Friends aad AcquakK 

No«ri:asi aitf warn 
confiftent with the Honour of my profeffion, and 
not much beneath the dignity of a Philofopher, 
to fend bawling before ks own door ? ^^^Alm! 
Alive Ho ! The famous Dr, Partridge ! No 

Counteifeit, but all alive I As if I had tiie 

twehre Celeftial Mo»fier» of die Zodiackto ihew 
within^ or was forced for a Livelihood to turn 
Retailer to Mi^y and jB/ir/i&a/^;;2^w Fairsj There*- 
fore, if her Majefty would but gracioufly be 
pleafed to think a Hardfliip of this nature wor- 

• thy her Royal Confideradon, and the next Parir 
J.-iaUnt, m their great Wifdom, caft but an 
eye towai'ds the deplorable Cafe of their o\A 

J^idkmathy .thsit annually befiows his poetical 
good wifttes on them, I am fiire there is one 
Ifaac Btckerjiaffj Efq; would foon be trufs'd up 
for his bloody Prediftions, and putting good 
Sxibje6l8 in Terror of liirir Lives : And that 
henceforward to murder a man by way of Pro- 
{^ecy, and bury him in a printed Letter either 

• to a Lord or CcHimioaer, (hall as legally entide 
him to the prefent poffeflion of Tyburn^ as if he . 
robb'd on the Highway, or cut your Throat ia ^ 
Bed. 

' I ftiall deraonftrate to the judicious, that 
Trance and Rome are at the bottom of this horrid 

Coni^kacy againft ix») and that Gk/^ afore- , 

i9id 
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ftid is a Poj>ifii Eoiiflaiy^ has paid liis Vifii»fD 

St. GermatnSy and is now in the meafures of 
Lewis XIV } that in attempting my Rqnita** 
tion, there is a general Mai&cre of Learning 
defigned in thefe Realms , and through my 
Side^ there is a wound given to dU^the Proteftant: 
Almana'dc^nakcrs in ths Univ^ew 
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Ifaac Bkhrjiaffy Efcj; 



AGAINST 



jWhat is objedted to him by Mr* 
. Part r i d « s in hk Akoaoack 
Idf die pvefeat Year 170^^. 



« ^ Isaac BxcKBRSTAPF, £^ 

IT"i*W>*— — m— m il nn ii >^ 

Wntten ^ tbe Year «7e9> 

■ ^ 

MR. Partridge hath been lately pleafed to 
treat me after a very rough manner^ 
in that whicb is calitd, his Ahnanacfc 
for the prefent Year : Such Ufage is very unde- 
cent from one Centleman to another^ and does 
not at all CMftrihme 1o the di&Di«y of Trulb^ 
'wlrich ought to be the great End in all difputes 
of die Learned. To call a man Fod and FiU 
kAtf 9xA mfftdm JfBow^ only for diareriAg 

IVom 
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fiom him w a point mat ^culatim^ Is^ iA oaf 

humble Opinion, a very improper Style for a 
perfon of hh Educatigtu I appeal to tlie leartied 
Wtnrld^ whedier an my laft Year's PrediflioM 
I gave him the leaft Provocation for luch unwor- 
thy 'j^atment* Philofuj hers have .ditiered in all 
.Age8^( but dtlcreetsft among them have al- 
ways differed as became Philofophers. Scurri- 
lity and Pailioxi^ in aContToverfy among Scholars^ 
is yxSi lb amch of nothing to^e pm^pofe^ and at 
beft, a tacit confeflion of a weak Caufe: My 
|:oncern is not fo much for my own Reputation, 
as that of the R^mhikh LetUrsy which Mr.^^ 
Partridge hath endeavoured to wound through 
j^y Sides/ If men of publick Spijit mu& be fu- 
peiYuUoii(|p^|^ for their ingenious attempts^ 
5<W will true ufeftd knowledge be ever advan- 
ced ? 1 wifli JSir, F^rtridge Jga^w the tbQUchts 
which foriign Unvuerfuies have cionceived of h^ 
ungenerous Proceedings with me $ but I am too 
tender of his Reputation tp publiih them to thf 
wo];}d. That Spirit of £nvy and Pride^ which 
blafts for many xiiyng Genms's in our Nation, is 
yet unknown among Frojejfars abroad : The 
neceflity of juftiiying myfelf will excuie iny va- 
nity, when I tell die Reader that I have near a 
hundred honorary Letter!; from feveral parts of 
^K(r0^^'X%W^'^ far as Mu c' ; ) inPraife of my 
j^cnrnakfice* Beiides feveraf others, which, as 
I have been credibly informed, were opened in 
the Poft-office, and never fent me. ^Tis tine 
ihe Inquifttum in Portugal was pieafed to bum 
Aiy Predi£Uons, and condemn the Autlior and 

: R«ders 
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Readers of them ; but I hope at the fame time, 
it will be confider'd in how deplorable a State 
Learning lies at prefent in that kingdom : And 
with the profoundeft Veneration for cr(nmCd 
Hcadsy I will prefume to add, that it a little con- 
cerned his Majejiy of Foriugal, to interpofe his 
'Authority In behalf of a Scholar* and a Ge?2tle^' 
many the lubjeft of a Nation With which he is 
now in fo ftrift an Alliance. But the other 
Kingdoms and States of Europe have treated me 
with more Candor and Generofity. If I had 
leave to print the Latin Letters tranfmitted to me 
from foreign Parts, they wo jhl fill a Volume, and 
be a full Defence againft all diat Mr, Partridge^ 
or hi?i Accomplices of 'the Portugal Inquifiiion^ 
will be able to objeft 5 who, by the wray, are the 
only Enemies my Prediftions have ever met with 
at home or abroad. But I hope I know better 
what is due to the Honour of a learned Corre^ 
Jpcnde7ice in fo tender a point. Yet fome of tliofe 
illuftrious perfons will perhaps excufe me for 
tranfcribing a paflfage or two in my own Vindi- 
cation. The moft learned Monfieur Leihnitj thus 
addrefles to me his third Letter : IlluJiriJfiMo 
Bickerjfajffio AJirologia injiauratori, &c. Mon- 
fiefir le Clercy quoting my Predictions in aTrea- 
tife he publiflied laft Year, is pleafed to fay, Ita 
nupcrrime Bicker/laffius ma nu77i illud Anglia 
fidus. Another great Profeflbr writing of me, 
has thefe Words : BickerJiajJiiiSy nobilis Anglus^ 
AJlrologorum hujufce Saculi facile Princefs. Sig- 
"nior Magliabecchiy the Great Duke's famous Li- 
brary-Keeper, fpends almoft his whole letter inf 
t,/. .7 Com- 



2l8 



CoiopUiiiartt and PniA^* tmet tii0 mi^ 

ixowned Profeffhr of Aftronomy at Utrecht feema 
to differ irom me ui ooe Article ; but it i$ ia « 
modeft maxmer, that becomes a PtuyMbpher ^ as^ 
Pace tanti "viri dixerim : And pag* 55, he feema 
Ig^lay tiy^ Error uj^on the PriiUser (as ini^e^ it « 
ought) lays, forfan^ error ^Typcgrapbi^ 
cwn alioquin Btckerjlafius ^tr doSiffimm^ Sec. 
^ If Mr» Partridge bad foUowed thi« exampiti^ 

^ m the Controverfy between ua, he might Mvtr 
Ipared me the trouble of Juftifylng myfelf in 

^ publick. a manuer. I believe iew men are xea^k 
oier to own their Errors than I» or mm diank^ 
fill to thofe who will pleafe to inform me of them* 
But it ieems this Gentleol^n^ inilead encoura^ 
pmg the Progrefs of his own JkxU is pleaied to! 
* look upon all attempts of that kind as an Inva* 
iion of Province. He has been indeed ib, 
vriie tn make no <^je£tio|i againft the Tru& 
my Predictions, except in one fmgle point, re- 
iating to himfelf : And to demonftntte how mucbr 
men sure Idipded^iyy thm: *own partiaU^^ I d% 
folcmnly alTurc the Reader, that He is the only 
Station i£^om whom I ever heard that Objeflion 
^red; which coniideration alonej^ 1 .thmk«( 

will take off all its weight, - • ' '4^'^ 

With my utmoft endeavours I have not bi^ens 
able to trace above two Obje6lion$ ever made .a^ 
gainft the truth of my l^ft Year's Prqpheciea i 
. The firft was of ^trench Man, who was pleafed: 
to pubUfi]^ to the world) that the Cardinal de 
^^oaiUes^wn? flill alive j miwithflanding the pre^ 

t^nd^d Pr^^ii(fj^4^^^ Bm 
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how far a Frenchman^ a PafAJiy and an Enemy 
is to be believed in his own Cafe againft an 
lijb Protejlant^ who is true to his Government, ' 
I fliall leave to the candid and impartial Reader. 
' The other Objeftion is the unhappy occafion 
of this Dilcoiirle, and relates to an Article in 
my Predictions, which foretold tlie Death of 
Mr. Partridge J to happen on March 29, 1708*' 
This he is pleafed to contradift abfolutely in the 
Ahnanack he has publifhed for die prefent Year, 
and in that un gentlemanly manner (pardon thd. 
cxpreffion) as I have above related. In that 
work he very roundly afTerts, That he is not only 
nonv alive y hut wods Ukenvife alive upon that 
'very 29th ^'Mnrch, vjhen I had foretold he Jl^ould 
die. This is the fubje61: of the prefent Contro- 
verfy between us 5 which I defign td handle with 
all Brevity, Perfpicuity, and Calmnefs : In this 
difpute, I am fenfible the Eyes not only of Eng^ 
land J but of all Europe j will be upon us ; and 
the Learned in every Country will, I doubt not, 
take part on that fide, where they find moft Ap- 
pearance of Reafon and Truth. 

Without entering into Criticifins of Chrono^ ' 
logy about the hour of his death, I lhall only 
prove that Mr. Partridge is not alive. And my 
firft Argiuucnt is thus : Above a thoufand Gen-r" 
tlemen having bought his Almanacks for this 
Year, merely to find what he faid againft me ; 
at eveiy line they read, they would lift up their 
Eyes, and cry out, betwixt Rage and Laughter, 
They voere fure no Man alive ever vurit fuck 
damned Stuff as this, Neidier did I ever hear 
• ' 3C ' tha^ 
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Mart Opimon difpnted : So that Mr. Ptirtrui^ 
^ under » i)«^«w»«> «ther of dil«3wt»g h» 
Almanack, or allowing hinorfyf to' be fwM** 
'Skff- ***** ^ ^ uninformed Caicale walk* 
ftin aadtt^eafed to call itfelf /'«<<r«^*^ 

Mr. Bkhrfiaffioesmalt <&«Jc IwBi^ anf . wty 
lafwerable'for that. Neither had the faid Car- 
cife Amy riglrt «o beat tbe pow Bay who happen- 
ed to pafs by it in the tetel, «rying, Afmk^ 
tnte Aecamt of Dr. Partridge'j Deatky Sec. 
• Se^tdly, ftir.4WnYi4j* . pretends to tell For- 
tunes, and recover ftoten good*? whieh cAdM 
Parilh fays he muft do by converfmg with the 
Devi^ and other e»ij Sjarits : AjmI no wife man 
will ever allow Iw «ouW cwavorfe foCmf^ 
frith either, till after he was dead. 

Thttdly, i -wttl T^aioly proye him to be dead 
out of his own Alimaa^ fot t*M Yctir, 9aA 
from the very PafTage which he produces to 
ttake w dufik htm slive. Hetbere^s, He it 
mt only non.v alivcy but WW «^ <*w upem 
«b very x^th of March, 'which I foretold be 
fiotid. die ms By Ais, he ded«e& his opin>ol^ 
that a Man may be ^iwnow, ^ was twtra- 
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«m^*t, ./as alive «vcr fiiiceihat«9th of MI^^ 
but that he is ntnu alU e^ and ^'^'as fo on that 
jpms. I grant thelatw^ tor he did n^dk till 
night, as appears by die Printed account ot kii 
X)^^ in. a Letter to a Lord y and whether hei« 
lMCMfi?ve(^ Ilcaprethe world to judge. This 
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itodeed is perfe6l Cavilling, aad I am ^%ifttfgt 
i»4krcU fl^ ieBger upon it^ ' ^ it v^v i 
Fourfhly, I will appcd ID Mr. PMfrUge 
fcimlelf^ whetlier it be probable I could .have 
hunfot iBdiSoMtf t» begki my Piiedi^ons ymnk 
die falfhood that €vtr WM* ^etended to be 
in them ; and lids 10 aa aftair at home, where 
Ited &> ifiaii^ l^poflMdliis tote exa£t| 
rmtt have giTen fudi ariiFaiitag:e$ agai«^ me to 
a perfon of Mr. Pnrtridge^s Wit and Learning^ 
iMti^.^ l^tmpAi Pp^^^ raifed oi» lii^ 
tife^tlSttM 'MMtr% wffe^tfudi flf wyt^9lrophe# 

tacs, would hardly have fpared me. . " 

r And hott Wnft^tttke occaton to itpfove tte 
alMH^-fiieiif)M^ nmtar fif tte i^ohltioii cif Mr» 
Partridge* s death, in a X^r/er fa /j; Lard 5 who 
was pksfed te tasi me widi a miftake of fimr 
mbalt ffonrt in fny CaiMtokm tef Aat Bvwti 
I mnft confefs, this Cenftire pronounced with an 
,Air of certainty^ sn a matter that fo marly coo^ ^ 
MrneA'^ikTei aira a judkkm Amfmr^ 

merved me not a little. But tho' I was at that 
^me om of Town, yet feveral of my Frknds^ 
i»!u>(e Cuniifity had M tiiMi ta^ be em6tiv iiu^ 
fonned (for as to my own pait, having no doubt 
tt aU in the matteff I never odce thought of it) 
ftflbn^ me, I eemputed to ftmeildng under Italf 

Im Hour ; vrfiich (I fpcak my private Opinion) 
it an BtTor of no very great magaitude, that 
men #Rmid raifi^ a Clamour vkmt it. t fhaU 
only fey, it would not be nmift, if that author 
wotdd henceforth be more tender of o^ier Meat 
vjRtpntadpns ^ m^I |» H% own* ^ It is imll them 

X a were 
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were no moi*e miftakas of that kkid ; if there 
badf I pi elume he wauld have told i[iiie of tbm 
with M littb Ceremony. 
T There b ofiie Ob]e£faon againft Mr^F^irfr^^^^ 
deaths which I have lometiraes met with, though 
i^de^^very flighty o&red^That he fiiU cajHipno 
' to write Almanadcs. * But tiliis is no more liMa 
what is common to all that Profeffion 5 Gadbury^ 
twr Robin J Dm)e^ W 'mg^ and &«ra:al others^ do 
yearly publifh their Almanacks, though femal 
of them have been dead fmce before the Re^olu^ 
tion. Now the natural Reafon of dug I take la 
be, diat whereas it is the Privilege of other au- 
thors to li^ve after their Deaths ; Ahnanack-ma- . 
km are aloae excluded^ becauie ibeir diiTeita^ 
tioDS Headug only upon tfaemiuiites as &ey pafs^ 
. become uftlefs as thele go off. In confideratioa 
of which, *Iimey whole ii^^^n^ they are, gives 
thena a Lea& in Reverfion, to cont^anie their 
Uprks after their death. 

I fliould not have given the Publick or myfeif 
tbe trouble of this Vindication, if my Name had 
not been made ufe of by feveral perfons, to whom 
I never lent it } one which, a few days ago^ 
was pleaied to father on me a new Sett of Pxe«; 
diftions. But I tliink thofe are things too fe- 
rioustobe trifled witli. It grieved me to the 
heart, when I &w my Labours, which had <xA 
me fo much thought and watching, bawPd a- 
bout by common Hawkers, which 1 only in- 
tended for the weighty Ccmfideration of the gra- 
ved perfons. Tliis prejudiced the World fo 

much at firft^ tlut ieverai of nty Fri^ds had the 

afiurance 
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aflurance to afk me whether I were in jeft ? To 
which I only anfwer'd eoldly, that the E'vent 
nvould Jbe^\ But it is the Talent of our Age; 
and Nation, to turn things of the greateft im- 
portance into ridicule. When the end of the Year 
had <verijitd all my PrediSitorts^ out comes Mr. 
Partridge^ Almanack, difputing the point of 
his Death 5 fo that I am employed, like the Ge- 
neral who was forced to kill his Enemies twice 
over, whom a Necromancer had raifed to life. 
a Mr- Partridge has praftifed the lame experi 
ment upon himfelf, and be again alive, long 
may he continue fo 5 that does not in the leall 
contradifl my veracity : But I think I have 
clearly proved, by invincible DemOfiJIralioriy that 
he died at fartheft within half an hour of the 
time I foretold, and not four hours fooner, as 
the above mentioned Author, in his letter to a 
Lord, hath raalicioufly fuggefted, v^'ith delign 
to blaft my credit, by charging me with fo gi'ofs 
a miltakc. , v. ., 

— • ♦ • 
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FamousPREDICTION 

OF 

M E R L / iV, 

The Britijh Wizard. ; . 

Writtien above a ThouiaiMl Yean ago, 
and relating to the Year 1709. 

With Explanatory NOTES* 

LAST year was publilhed a Paper of . 
Predi£tions, pretended to be written by 
one Ifaac Bickerjlaff Efqj but the true 
Pefign of it was to ridicule the art of Aftrology^ 
and expofe its profeflfors as ignorant or impof- 
tors. Againft this imputation Dr. Partridge 
hath vindicated himiHf in his Ahnaaack for that 
year* 

For a farther Vindication of this famous Art> 
I have thou g lit fit to prefent the world with the 

^following Prophecy* The Original islaid to be 

of 
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of tihefiasnous Merlm^ V9h0 lived about a thou- 
fand years ago ; and the following Tranflati- 
on is two hiindred years old, for it ieems to be 
wittm near the end of Ibmy tiie SevMtiils 
reign. I found it in an old edition of Merlin^-^ 
Prophecieft^im]»iBtedat himdonhy^^olm Hawkins 
intbeyiear P^z^^ 39. i -ftt it do<fii wotd 
for word in the old Orthography ^ and ihall take 
leave toiiibjoin a few Explanatory Notes. 

Se^en and 7en addyd to Nine^ 

Of Eraunce ber IV&$ Ays is the Sjfgn^ 

Walke fans nvetyng Shoes ne Hoxen. 
Him cmyti)Joorihe, Ich underfimtdi^ ^ 
Vfum H^wn fjjjf &t^^'^u ^rryn Lmi$% 
A?i herdie Chjf tan^ cwoe the Morne 
7o Francey that evere he was horyt. 
^[banJbaU the Fyjhe benveyli Ins Bijfif | 
Nor Jhidlgrin Berrys make up the LoJfe% 
Young Syifimk fiaU again mifcartye ; 
And Norwms Pryd e^isnn Jball marrey. 
And from we I'ree where Bkfu?ns feele^ 
Ripe Fruit fball come^ and all is wele^ 
Reasms Jball damtce Monde in 
And it Jhall be merry e in old Inghnde^ • 
Hhen old Ingknde fball be no more^ 
.jAnJL m Mmfi^^be forie tberrfon. 
Ceryon fball ba^ve three Hedes agayne^ 

TiU Uapfburgf ma^tb tbem but t^wayne^ < 

Explai^tory 
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Explani^oiy NOTES.' 

Se^m and Ten. This Line defcribes the year 
'KKrhen tliel'e Events ^ail happen. Seven and Ten 

Hundred, and this number added to nine, makes 
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It 



<lf the fiarnuai year^ wiikh begins th 

of January • 

^MT^s Rimt mysy ifor^ The RhPtr fiiMMr 

frozen twice in one year, fo as men to walk ofi 
it, is a very fignal accident, which pertiap^ hatb 
not fAltn 6W ibr fevei*al tiuiulred years Deforef 
jind is the reafon why feme Aftrologers have 
thought that this Propaecy could never be ful- 
:filled, becat^ they imagiived iiich aiMng would 
jievey happen in our climate, 

Frm TMm iff Sfoffe^ arc. This b a plate 

Dcfignation of the Duke of Marlbor'^ugh : One 
kind of Stuff ufed to fatten Land is called Marie, 
and every body knows that Bmn^b is a name 
tor a Town ; and this way of exprefTion is after 
ufiAl dark manner of old Aiiroiogical f st- 
^t£lions* .1 

^an /hall the F)i/bey &:c. By ihe f j/i, is uu- 
^erftood Ae JkmfMit, of Ft^mee, their Kings 
eldeft Sons are called : 'Tis here faid, he fhall 
lament ^lois of the Duke <£ £ur^iauiyp called 
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the Bqffey wluch is att Englijb word fwHuntp^ 
JboiiUkry or Crook-Back^ as that Duke is known 
to be $ and the Prophecy feems to mean^ diat Iw 
ihookl be overcome mriluii* By the<^#Mjlm;>\f, 
in tlie next 1 ine, is meant the young Duke of Berry ^ 
ifee Daufbiifs third ion, who Hiall not have valour 
or fortune enough tofupply the lofs^of hie eldeft 
brother. 

» 

Tonge Symnekf Sec. By Symnele is meant the 

pretended Prince of JVaUs^ who, if he oflxirs to 
attempt any thing againft MMgUmd, ihall mif- 
carry as he did before. Lambert Syfunele is the 
name of a young man, noted in our hiftories for 
neribnating the Soa (as I remember) QiEdfward 
flefourth* 

JndNorsuuiy^FiydyScc. I cannot guefs who 
is meant by iJorwafB Pride ^ perhaps tlie Reader 
may, as well as the fcnfe oi the two following 
lines* 

Beaums jhally Sec. Reaumsy or, as the word i$ 
now, Realrns^ is the old name for Kingdom s 
And this is a very plain Prediction of ornr happy 
Vnimj with the Felicities that (hall attend it. It 
%^ added that Old England ihall be no more, and 
yet no man fiiali be ibrry for it. And indeed» 
properly fj^eaking, England is now no more, for 

the whole Iflaud i&one Kingdom^ imder the name 
of Brifam^ 

CerjM 
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Geryon JhaU^ &€• This Prcdiaion, tiio* fdme- 
ivhiit d^Dore, k wdndetftilly adajA. Gtvym it 

faid to have been a King of Spaing whom Her-' 
cuks flew. It was a Fiftion of the Poets, that he 
Jwdbtline'faMdst w)iidilii6 Auth^ he ihall 
have again : That is, Spain fliall have three 
Kings 5 which is now wonderfully varify'd 5 for 
befides the King of Portugal^ which pfroperljr !• 
part of Spain, there are now two Rivals for Spahr^ 
Charles and Pbiiip : But Charles being defcended^ 
ftoMi theComit of Hapjburgh^ Foundor of ii» 
Aufrian family, fhall foon make thole heads but 
two b;^ overturning Fbitipp and driving him out 

Some of thefe Predi£tioif s are already fulfilled ; 
•Rd it k Ughly prdbobte the reft mas^ bt ht due 

time 5 and, I think, I have not forcca the words 
by my Explication into any other lenfe, than 
what they will naturally bear. If this be granted^ 
I am fure it muft be alfo allowed, that the Au- 
thor (whoever he were) was a pcrfon of extraor* 
diivury Sagacity ; dud ^dk, A&rolcgy brcmght 
to fuch perfeftion as tliis, is by no means an 
Alt to be deffUkd, whatever Mr. Bickerjiaff, ot 
Mhfer toxsfry gentlemen are pleafed to thmk. As 
to the Tradition of thefe lines havincc been writ 
in -the original by Merlin f I confeis I lay not ib 
IMMCll !«^i^t Upon it t But it is enough to jufti- 
fy their authority, that the Book, from whence 

% have tnuaioibed themji was printed 270 years 

ago. 
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tgoy as appeal^ by the Title-page. For the fa* 

tisfaftion ot any gentleman, who may be either 
doubtful of the Trutli> or curious to be informed} 
I ihall give order to hsive tiie very book ient to» 
the Printer of this paper, with direftions to let 
aoy body fee k that pl«aieS| becauie I btiiieveitis 



/ 
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A 

* 

MEDITA,TIO N 

U ^ O N A ' 

BROOM-STICK. 

I 

According to 

The Style and Manner of the Honourable 

r 

Robert Boyle's Meditations. 

^ M \ HIS fingle Stick, which you now he^ 
i hold ingloriouily lying in that negle6):ed 
JL Corner, I once knew in a flouriihing 
State in a Foreft : It was full of Sap, f ull of 
Leaves, and full of Boughs : But now in vain, 
does the bufy Art of Man pretend to vye with 
Nature, by tying that withered lAndle of Twigs 
to its faplels Trunk : 'Tis now at bett but the 
, reverfe of what it was, a Tree turned upiide 
down, the Branches on the earth, and the Root 
in the Air i ^Tis now handled by every dirty 
Wench, condemned to do her Drudgery, and, 
by a capricious kind of Fate, deftin'd to make o- 

ther things clean^ and ba joaily iUelf ; At length • 

worn 
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worn to the Stumpi in Ijie fervice of die Maicis, 

'tis either thrown out of doors, or condemned to 
the kft life, of kindling a Fire. When I beheld 
tfliS) I figh'd, and laid widiin myfelf^ Surely 
mortal Man is a Broom-flick f Nature lent him 
into the world ftrong and iufty, in a thriving 
Condition^ wearing his own Hair on his Head» 
the proper Branches of this Realbning Vegetable, 
*tiU the Axe of intemperance has lopp'd off his 
green Boughs, and left him a widier'd Trunk t 
He then flies to Ait, and puts on a Pcrrkvig, 
valuing himfelf upon an unnatural Bundle cf 
Uatr9, all covered with Powder, thit never grew 
on his Head j but now flioul4this our Brocm-Jiick 
pretend to enter the §cene, proud of tliofe Birchen 
Spoils it never bore, and all covered with Duft^ 
though the fweepings of the fineft Lady's Cham- 
ber, we fhould be apt to ridicule and dclpiie its 
vairiity* Partial judges titat we ase of our own 

excellencies, and other men's defaults ! 
* But a Broojuji-Jlicky perhaps you will fay, is aa 
Emblem of a T A ftanding on its head j and 
pray what is man, but a topfy-turvy creature, 
his animal Faculties perpetually mounted on his 
rational, his Head where his Heels 0iQuld be^. 
groveling on the Earth! and yet, with all his 
faults, he fets up to be an univerfal Reformer 
and ConreAor of Abufes, a Remover of Grievan* 
CCS, rakes into every Slug's Corner of Nature,, 
bringing hidden CoiTuptions to the light, and 
raifes a mighty duft where there was none before, 
(haring deeply all the while in the veiy ftme Pol- 

y Ivitions 
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lutlons he j^retends to fweep awajf t ^His laft davs 
are ^nt in Slavery to Womeiif aad gaierw^ 
the leaft deferving ; till worn to the ftumps, like 
hift brother Befom^ he is either kick'd out of dQOi% • 
or made ufe of to ldiuU« Flames fdian 
%v4r0i themfelves by« 
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P R O P O S A L 

Com^ing^ Improving^ and Jfiiriaining 

THE 

. Eriglifli T o N p u E : 

• • • JN A 

Letter to the Uq& Honourable 

, AoBBRT Eail of Oxford and Mortimer, 
liQid Higjb TreafOjrer of Great Britaitu 



To tin Moft HonearM ROBERT 
£ar/o/ Oxfost,j>, SiC, 
JMy Lord, 

WH A T I had the honour of mention- 
ing to your Lordftiip fonae time ago in 
conveifation^ was not a new thought, 
mft ihen ftarted by accident or occafion, but the 
Refult of long Reflection, and I have been con- 
firmed in my Sentiments by the OpinionW foine 
fWy judidotis porfons, with whom I confulted. 
Tiwy all ajg^eed, That nothing wpi^ld be of 

y * grcati^ 
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greater iife towards the Improvement of Know- 
kdge Politencis, than iome effe^ual Meihod 
lor Cnrre£imgj Enlarging, and Afcsrtainn^ our 
Language ; and they think it a work very pof- 
fible to be compaiied, under the prote6Uon of a 
Prmce, cotmtentfhce and enccniii^enteit of Si 

Miniftry, and ihe care of proper Perfbns chofen 
for liich an undeitaking. I wasglad to find your 
Lordfhip's Ani^er info different aStile^ fircmi 
what Iriih been commonly made ufe of on the like 
occafions for fame years paft, TkatallfuchThoughts 
imift be deferred to a T^ime of Fence : A Topic 
xvliich fonie have carried fo f ar, that they v^uld 
not h^ve us by any means think pf preferving^ our 
Civil or Religious Conftitutioiiy beeaule we were 
engaged in a War abroad. It will be among th<> 
diftinguiihing marks of your I^niih y, my Lcrd^ , 
liiat you have a Genms above aU fuck Regards^ 
:md that no rcafonable Propofal for the Honour, 
tlie Advantage, or tlie Ornament of your Coun- 
try, however foreign to your more immediate 
OfHce, was ever negleftcd by you. I confefs the 
merit of this Candour and Condefcenfion is veiy 
much leilened^ becaufe your Lordflujp hardly 
leaves us room to offer our good Wiftes ! re- 
moving all our Difficulties, and iiipplying our 
Wants, (after than the moft vifionary Projedlor 
can adjuft his fchemes. And therefore, my Lord, 
the delign of this Paper is not fo much to offer- 
you H^ajs and Mearrsy as to complain of a CfnV* 
^ancey the redrefling of which is to be your own 
work as much as that of paying the Natio2i\ 

JJebtSp or opening a Trade into the Soutb-Sea $ 

and 
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ftnd duf not of fuch inuMdiate Benefit^ as either 

of thefe, or any other of your glorious A<5lions, 
yet i^erhaps in future ages not kis to your Hoi;^ 

My Lord, I do here, in the Name of all the 
leained and polite perfons of the Nation com* 
pldn to your Xordmip as Firft Miniftery that our 
Language is exti emely imperfeft j that its daily 
Jraprovements ai e by no means in proportion to 
its daily Comrptions ; that the pretenders to po^ 
lilh and refine it, have chiefly multiplied Abu- 
ies and Abfurdities \ and^ that in many inilao** 
ces^ it offends agalnft every part of Grammar^ 
But, left your Lordfliip fliould think my Cenfurc 
too feverej J iliall take leave to be mQre parti* 
tular. 

I believe your Lord/hip will agree with me in 
the reafon, why our language is lefs refmed 
thanthofe of //^, Spain^ or France^ 'Tis plain, 
that the Latin Tongue, in its Purity, was never 
in this ifland ; towards the coaqueft of which, 
few or no attempts were made till the, time of 
Claudius ; neither was that language ever fo vul« 
gar in Britainy as it is known to have been ia 
CaiU and Spain. Further, we find that the Ro^ 
man Legions here were at kngth all recalled to 
help their country againft the Goths^ and other 
barbarous Invaders. Mean time the Britwi^ 
left to (hift forthemfelves, and daily harrafled by 
cruel inroads from the Pi£Is^ were forced to call^ 
in the Saxons for their defence j who confequent- 
]y reduced the greateft part of the iiland to their 
i^wn power^ drovQ the Britons into tb^ moil re- 
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mote and rnountainoits parts^ and t)u^ ,0f the 

Country in Cuftoms, Religion, and Language, 
became wholly Saxon • This I take to be the rea* 
why there are more Latin words remaining 
in the Britijh Tongiie than in the old Saxon 5 
whichf excepting ^ome few variations in the Or- 
fhography, is the fame inmoft original wordt 
with o\ir prelent Eu^JiJbj as well as with the 
Qerman and otlier Northern Dialefts. 

Edward the Confejfor having lived long In 
fr(iKC£^ appears to be the firft who introduced 
<Uiy mixture of the French Tongue widithe Sax^ 
vfii tlie Court alfeding what the Prince, was 
fond of, and otliers taking it up for a fafhion, as 
it is now with us. IVilliafn the Conqueror proceed- 
ed much fkurther ; bringing over with him vaft 
Numbers of thatNation, ic altering them in every 
jMonaftcry) giving tliein great (quantities of Lani4 
clire£):in^ all plesKlings to be m that Language, 
and endeavouring to make it univerfal in the * 
Ji.ingdom, This at leaft is tlie Opinion generally 
receiver s But your Lordihip hath fully convin* 
ced me, that the Trench Tongue made yet a 
greater progrefs here under Harry the Second^ . 
who had large Territories oh that Continent 
both from his father and his wife, made frequent 
Journeys and Expeditions thitlier, and was al* 
vfayiB attended with a Number of his Country-* 
men, Retainers as his Court. Forfome Centuries 
after, there was a conftant intercourfe between 
• France and England, by the dominions we pof» 
ieffed there, and tihe conquefts we made ; fo that 
. our language, between two and tbee hundred * 
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years ago feems to have had a greater mixture 
witii French than at prclent } many words having 
Ibeen afterwards rejefled^ wd ibme lince the lime, 
of Speffcer ; although we have ftill retained not 
a few, which have been long antiquated in- 
France. 1 could produce ieveral inftances of both 
Idnds, if it were of any ufe or entertainment. 

To examine into thefeveral Circumftances by 
which the Language of a Countiry may be al- 
tered, would force me to enter into a vnd# Field. 
I fhall only obferve, that the Latin^ the French^ 
tk^MngliJb [tern to have undergone the ifBiis 
e. Tbi^^iAf k^ the days of Rimtdm^t^ 
thofe of Julius Cafary fuffered perpetual changes ; 
and by what we meet in thofe Authors who oc« 
^trafionally fpeak oil that fubjefl, as well as from 
certain fragments of old Laws, it is manifeft that 
jthe Latin ^ three hundred years before Tully^ yw 
is unintelligibte m his time, as the Englijh 
Fre?2ch of the fame period are now 5 and thefe 
two have changed as much fince JVilli^ivi the 
Conqueror (which is but little lefs than feven hun* ' 
fired yeai's) as the Latin appears to have done in 
the like term. Whether our language or the 
i^Mr^will decline as faft as the did^ is 

a queftion, that would perhaps admit more de- 
bate than is worth. There were many reafons 
fcr the Corruptions of the laft : As^ the Change 
of their Government to a Tyranny, v/hich ruined 
the ftudy of Eloquence^ there being no further 
life or encouragement for populv Orators : . 
Their giving not only tlic Freedom of the City^ 

but 
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but Capacity for Employments, toKevcral Tov^ 
In Gauly Spain, ztiA Germany, and other diihiqt 

^arts, as far as 4fia \ which brought a great 
number of foreign Pretenders into ao;^^; Th^ 
Skl^llb^^ifporition of the Senate and People, by 
which the Wit and Eloquence - of tlie age were 
'wholly turned into Panegyrick, the moft baiTi^ 
|f all fubjefts : The great Comiptioft of Maift^ 
liers, and Introdu6tlon of foreign Luxurj', with 

^ ^re^ign terms to exprefs it : wi^ feveral others 
m not td mutton 11^ 

. invafions from the Goths ajid I^andals^ whigii ^ 
too obvious to infift on/ ' 
' ^l%er)tw!^ great perjfSSc- 

tidh' before it began to decay : And the French 
Ibr thefe laft fifty years hatn been polifliing as 
^m^&Mm^^^ and appears t6 be decliii* 

Ing by the natural Inconftancy of that People, 
,and the atfeftation of fome late Authors, to in-* 
ttoduce and mukiply Cof^ words, which is tho 
moft ruinous corruption in any language. La 
Brujerey a late celebrated writer among tbem^ 
liflK^s uie of many new terms which are not to 
be found in any of the common Diftionaries be- 
fore his time. Buttlie Englijh Tongue is npt ar-» 
f ilred to fuch a degree of perfeAion, as to make 
us apprehend any thoughts of its Decay \ and 
if it were once refined to a certain ftandard, per- 
haps there might be ways found oat to nx k 
for ever, or at Icaft till we are invaded and made 
a Conqueft by fome other State j and even then 
our bell Writings might probably be preferved 
' * ^ ' with 

* 
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Vvith care, and grow into efteem, and the Au- 
thors have a chance for Immortality. 

But without liich great Revolutions as thefe 
(to which we are, 1 think, lefs fubjeft than 
Kingdoms upon the Continent) I fee no abfolute 
NecelTity why any Language Ihould be perpetu- 
ally changing j for we find many examples to 
the contrary. From Homer to Plutarch are above 
a thoufand years } fo long at leaft the purity of 
the Greek Tongue may be allowed to laft, and 
we know not how far before. The Grecians 
fpread tlieir Colonies round all the coaft of A/ia 
Mi?wry even to the Norther?! parts, lying to- 
wards the Euxi^e ; in eveiy ifland of the jEgc^^ 
a7i Sea, and fcveral others in the Mediterranean j 
where the Language was preferv^ed entire for 
inaYiy Ages, after they themfelves became Co- 
lonies to Rojney and till they were over-run by 
the barbarous Nations upon the fall of that Em- , 
pire. The Chinefe have books in their language 
above two thoufand years old, neither have the 
frequent Conquefts of the Tartars been able to* 
alter it. The German ^ Spa7n/h, and Italian^ 
have admitted few or no changes for fome ages 
paft. The other languages of Europe I know 
nothing of, neither is there any occafion to con-^ 
fider them. ^ ^ 

Having taken this compafs, I return to thofe ^ 
Confiderations upon our own Language, which; 
I would humbly offer your Lordlhip. The 
period wherein the Englijh Tongue received.^ 
moft improvement, I take to commence with 
the beginning of Queen Elizabeth' % reign, and. 

m 
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to €ftn«hi(|e wi^' «he frrrat-RebeHkm in fortf^^ 
two. 'Tis true, there was a very ill taftc both oCr 
Style and Wit, which pi^yaikd wider ^i^^ 
"Jams ^ faS^ f%ut itet feems to have been cotr^ 
retted in the firft years of his Succefibr^ who^. 
amoiw^<iyDy> otl^ ^qualifications of a& exceUent^ 
Biii@^ii#a$ a great pattern of iearoing. From ' 
die civil war to this prefent time^ I am ta 
doubt whetlier the jcorruptions in our language 
have not at leaft equalled die Refinements of it { 
and thefe conuptions very few of tl>e beft Any 
thors in our ag$ have wholly efcape4* Dimng 
the l^rpation, £idi an in&fion of Endiufiaftie^ 
Jafgon prevailed in every writing, as was noit 
ihaken off in many years after. To tfais&ieceed^ 
|BSjl*iAat Liwitimri^ entered with th» 

Refioration^ and from inlefting our Religio» 
and M<»al8 fell to corrupt our language, wUdh 
Jifr^^paa not like to be much improved by thofe' 
who at that time made up the Court of King 
Charles the Second 4, either fuch who had fdU. 
iMittd tiifea^^ liis Iteniih^ or who had been 
altogether converfant in the Diaiefik of thofe Fom 
Tiatick Times or young men> wlio had benr 
edb»:«tt:ed in d»&.fame eoontry ; fo that the Court, 
iwhich ufed to be the Standai d of propriety and 
corre6biefs of Speech^ was then^ and^ I think^ 
hath ewer iitice continued the worft School in 
England for that accomplilhment 4 and fo wi4 
yeviai^y till better care be tak^ in the educa;^ 
Clteiof our y<»ang NoWlity, that they mav fet out 
into the world with fome Foundation ot Litcsra"* 
, tf^.ordfr to qfisdii^^^i^ Pattema ^ 

Folitcii 
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iPolitcifieis. The confequence of this defeft upon 
our language may appear from the Plays, and 
other Compofitions written for Entertainment 
within fifty yeas paft \ filled with a SuccefUon 
:of afFefted phrafes, and new conceited words, ; 
Kther borrowed from the current Style of the 
Court, or from thofe, who under the charafter 
t)f Men of Wit and Pleafure pretended to give 
the law. Many of thefe Refinements have- al^ 
ready been long antiquated, and are now hard- 
ly intelligible ; which is no wonder, when they 
lArere the produft only of Ignorance and Ca- ^ 
price. 

I have never known this great Town without 
one or more Dunces of Figure, who had Credit 
enough to give rife to fome New Word, and 
propagate it in moft Converfations, tho** it had 
neither Humour nor Significancy. If it ftruck • 
the prefent Tafte, it was foon transferred into 
the Plays and current Scribblers of the week, 
and became an addition to our language j while ' 
the Men of Wit and Learning, inftead of early 
obviating fuch Corruptions, were too often feda-* ' 
ced to imitate and comply with them. *i 
' There is another Sett of men, who have con- 
tributed very much to the fpoiling of the Englifh 
Tongue ; I mean the Poets from the time of the 
Reftoration. Thefe Gentlemen, although tliey 
could not be infenfible how much our language. . 
was already overftocked with Monofyllables, yet, 
to fave time and pains, introduced that barba- 
rous cuftom of abbreviating words, to fit thera 
to the meafure of their verfes j ^ud this they 
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have frequently done fo veiy injudicioufly, as to 
form fuch harfli iinharmonious Ibinids, that none 
but a Northern Ear could endure : They have 
'joined the moft obdurate Confonants witJiout one 
inter/ening Vowel, only to Ihorten a Syllable ; 
And their Tafte in time became fo depraved, • 
that wrhat was at firft a poetical Licenle not tQ 
be juftified, they made their Choice, alledging, 
that tlie words pronounced at length founded 
/aint and languid. This was a pretence to take 
lip the fame cuftom in Profe : So that moft of 
the books wc fee nowra-days, are full of thofe 
Manglings and Abbreviations. Inftances of 
this abufe are innumerable ; What does your* 
Lordfliip think of the words, 7)/ W^V, Dijlurb^d^ 
Rebuk'dj Fledg'd, and a thoufand othevs, everyr 
where to be met with In profe as well as verfe ? 
Where by leaving out a vowel to fave a Syllable, 
^we form fo jarring a found, and fo difficult to [ 
titter, that I have often wonder'd how it could 
ever obtain. ^ 

Another Caufe (and perhaps borrowed from ' ' 
:the fonner) which hath contributed not a little 
^ :to the maiming of our language, is a foolifli O-p 
pinion, advanced of late years, tliat we ought to ' 
fpell exaftly as we fpeak ; which, befide the 
obvious inconvenience of utterly deftroying. our 
Etymology, would be a thing, we fliould never 
lee an end of. Not only the feveral towns and 
counties of Eyiglaiid have a different way of pro- ; 
pouncing, but even here in London they clip their 
jwords after one manner about the Court, ano- 
ther in the Cit^, and a tlwVin the Suburb^* t 
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and m a few years, it is probable, will all differ 
from themfelves, as fancy or fafliion ftiall direft : 
All which reduced to writing, would entirely 
confound Orthography. Yet many people are 
fo fond of this conceit, that it is fometimes a 
difficult matter to read modem books and pam- 
phlets \ where tlie words are fo curtailed, and 
varied from their original fpelling, that whoever 
hath been ufed to plain Engli/h^- will hardly knov/ ^ 
them by fight. 

Several young men at the Univeifities, ten'ibly 
-pg^elTed wdtli the fear of Pedantry, run into ^ 
worfe extream, and think all Politenefs to confift 
in reading the daily Trafh fent down to them 
from hence : Thi$ they call kno^uuing the IVorld^ 
and remding Men and Manners. Thus fumiflied^ 
they come up to Towm, reckon all their En'ors 
for accomplifliments, borrow the neweft Sett of 
Phrafes 5 and if they take a pen into their hands, 
all the odd words they have picked up in a Cof-' 
fee-houfe, or a Gaming Ordinaiy, are produceci^ 
as Flowers of Style ; and the Orthography refi-' 
ned to the utmoft. To this we owe thofe mon* 
ftrous produftions, which under the name of 
^ripSj Spies, Amufemnits^ and other conceited 
appellations, have over-run us for fome years 
paft. To tliis we owe that ftrange Race of Wits^'. 
who tell us, they write to the Humour of the Age.' 
And I wifh I could fay, thefe quaint Fopperies 
were wholly abfent from graver Subjcfts. In 
(hort, I would undertake to fliew your Lordftiijo 
feveral Pieces, where the beauties of this kind 
are fo predominant, that with all yovjr fV^U in 
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Languages j^ou could never be able to. read or 
underftand tbem« 

But I am very much miibken^ if oumy of 
fliefe falfc refinements among us do not arife 
from a Principle which would quite deftroy theii: 
iCredity if it were well imderftood and C04ndader*d% 
For I am afraid, my Lord, that with all the real 
good qualities of our Countiy^ we are naturally 
not very polite, . This perpetual difpofition 
/horlcii oi r words, by retrenching the Vowels, i$ 
nothing elfe but a Tendency to lapfe ioto the 
Barban^ of thofe Northern nauoxis from whom 
^ are defcended, and whofe Language^ labmir 
all under the fame defeil. For it is worthy our 
ohfiervation, that the Spaniar^^ ihe Frencby and 
the Italians^ although derived from the fame 
Northern anceftors with ouifelves^ are with the 
titmoft difficulty tatight to pronounce our words, 
i^hich the S^zvcdes and Danes ^ as well as the 
Germans and the Dutch^ attain to with eafef b^- 
caafe our Syllables reiemble theirs in the rougR** 
nefs and frequency of Confonants. Now, as we 
ftruggle with an lU Climate to improve the no<« 
Uer kinds <^ Fruits, are at the expence of Walls 

' to receive and reverberate the faint Rays of the 
Sun, and fence againft the Northern blafts^ we 
iibmetimes by the help of a good Soil equal the 
Production of warmer countries, v/ho have no 
need to be at fo much cod and caie. It is the « 
iflime thing with refpeft to die poUttnr Arts amtong 
\is ; and the fame defeft of heat, which gives a 
iFiercenefs to our Natures, may contr ibute to that 
Jioi]ghne(s of our lailgus^^ which hears ibmei 
.-U ' ' * Analogy 
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Aiiatogy to the harfh /nnt of colder countries. 
For I do not reckon that we v/ant a Gcnms more 
than the reft of our Neighbours : But yourLord- 
fhip will be of my opinion, that we ought to 
ftruggle with thefe •natural difadvantages as 
much as we can, and be careful whom we 
employ, whenever we defign to correft them, 
which is a Work that has hitherto been aflumed 
by the leaft qualified Hands. So that if the 
Choice had been left to me, I would rather have 
tiTifted the Refinement of our language, as far 
as it relates to Sound, to the judgment of the 
Women, than of illiterate Court-Fops, half- . 
witted Poets, and Univerfity-Boys. For it Is 
plain, that Women in their manner of corrupt- 
ing words do naturally difcard the confonants, 
as we do the vowels. What I am going to 1 
tell your Lordfhip appears very trifling ; that I 
more than once, where fome of both Sexes were 
in company, I have perfuaded two or three of 
each to take a pen, and write down a number 4i 
of letters joined together juft as it came into 
their heads ; and upon reading tlus Gibberifh^ 
we have found that which the Men had wrote,^ 
by the frequent encountering of rough confo- 
nants, to found like High-Dutch ; and the ftther 
by the Women, like Italian 9 abounding in.. > 
vowels and liquids. Now, though I would by, 
ho means give Ladies the ti'ouble of advifing us' , 
in tlie reformation of our language, yet I can-^^ 
l^ot help thinking, that fince they have been left? . 
«ut of all Meetings, except Parties at play, or: 
— ^ Z 2 ' where. 
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where worfe Defigns arc carried on, our CoBf 
yerfation hath very much degenciated. 

In order to reform our language, I cMcehre^ 
' my Lord, that a free judicious Choice (houid be 
made of fuch perfons, as ^re generally aiJowtfi 
to be^ft qualified for fuch a work^ without aivjr 
regard to Quality, Party, or Profelfion. Thefe, 
to a^ceruin number at leaft, ihould a&mble^at 
fome appointed time and piaee^' and fix on Rules 
by whicn they defign to proceed • What me- 
thods they will take, is not for me to prefcribe* 
Your Lordfliip, and other perfons in great Sm- 
ployment, might pleafe to be of the Number ; 
and I am afraid fuch a fociety woxild want your- 
Inftruflion and Example as much as your Pro« 
teftlon ? For I have, not without a little Envy, 
obferved of late the Style of ibme ereat Mini-r 
fters very much to exceed dbat at any o£bsr 

produftions. 

The perfons^ who are to undertake this worfc^ 
will have die example of the Fmcb before thcm» 
to imitate where thefe have proceeded right, 
and to avoid their miftakes. Befide the Gramp^ 
jtoar-partf wherem we are allowed to be vetf 
defeaive, they will obferve many grofs Impro*- 
prieties, which however authorised by pra£lice, 
and grown familiar, opght. to be difcarded* 
They will find many words, that deferve to be 
utterly thrown out of our language, many more 
to be'Corre£ted, and peihaps not a few, long 
fince antiquated, which ought to be reftored on 
account oi their Energy and Sound* 
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'' But what I have moft at heart/ i^, thatfome 
method ftiould be thought on for afcertaining 
and fixing our Language for ever, after fuch 
aherations are made in it; as (hall be thought 
requiCte. For I am of opinion, that it is bet- 
ter a language fliould not be wholly pcrfeft, 
than that it fhould be perpetually changing j 
and we muft give over at one time, or at length 
infallibly change for the worfe ; as the Rcma?2S 
did, when they began to quit their Simplicity 
of Style for affefled Refinements, lilch as we 
meet in Tacitus and other authors, which ended 
by degrees in many Barbarities, even befor^ 
tne Goths had invaded Italy. 



The Fame of our Writers is ufually confine 
to thefe two Illands, and it is hard it (hould be 
liojited in Time as much as Flace by t^e perpe-^ 
tual Variations of our fpeech. It is your Lord- 
Ihip's obfervation, that if it were not for the 
Bible and Co??mon Prayer Book in the Vulgar 
Tongue, we ftiould hardly be able to under* 
ftand any thing that was written among us an 
hundred years ago ; which is certainly true : 
For thofe Books being perpetually read in 
Churches, have proved a kind of Standard for 
language, efpecially to the common people* 
And I doubt whether the alterations fince in- 
troduced have added much to the Beauty or 
Strength of the Englijb Tongue, tho' they nave 
taken off a great deal from that Simplicity ^ which 
is one of the greateft perfections in any lan^^ 
guage. You, my Lord, who are fo converfant 
in the facred Writings, and fo great a Judge 

Z 3 / .of 
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tf them in their OriginalS) will agrees that w 

^raiiflation our Country ever yet produced hath 
come up to that of the Old and New T^ament 9 
And by the many . beautiful paflages, whidi I 
liave often had the honour to hear your Lord^ 
fhip cite from thence^ I am perfuaded that th« 
Tranflators of the Bible were Mafters ef an 
Englijb Style much fitter for that work, than any 
we fee in our prefent writings ; which I take 

* to be owing to Simplicity that runs through 
the whole. Then, as to the greateft part of our 
Liturgy y compiled long,, before the Tranflation 
of the Bible now inuTe, and little altered iince | 
, there feem to be in it as great drains of true 
fubiime Eloquence^ as are any where 'to be 
found in our language^ which every man of 
Ijood Tafte will obferve in the Communicn Sg^* 
wce^ that of Burial y and other parts* 

But when I iay^* that I woidd have our Lan« 
guage, after it is duly correal, always to laft, 
I do not meaathat it^ould never be enlarged : 
Provided that no word, which a Society fliall 
give a fanftion to, be afterwards antiquated and 
expJode4|. they may have liberty to receive what* 
ever new ones Aey ihall find occafion for ^ be- 
caufe then the old Books will yet be always va- 
luable according to their intrixifick. worth, and 
not dirown afide on account of unintelligiblo ' 

' words and phrafes, which appear harfh and 
uncouth, onijf becaufe thi5y are out of fafhion* 
Had the Roman Tongue continiied vulgar in 
fhat City till this time, it would have been ab- ^ 
ielutely n^ccflky^ from ^e Juighljr changes that ' 

have 
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Jiave been made in Law and Religion, from the • 
many terms of art required in trade and in war, 
from the new Inventions that have happened in 
the world, from the vaft fpreading or Naviga- 
tion and Commerce, with many other obvious 
circumftances, to have made great Additions 
to that Language ; yet the Ancients would ftill 
have been read, and underftood with pleafure 
md eafe. The Greek tongue received many 
enlargements between the time of Homer and 
that of Plutarchj yet the former author was 
probably as well underftood in Trajan's time as 
the latter. What Horace fays of U^ords going off 
and perijbtng like Leaves j and new ones coming 
in their PI ace f is a misfortune he laments, ra- 
ther than a thing he approves \ but I cannot fee 
why this (hould be ablolutely neceffary, or if it 
were, what would have become of his Monu^ 
mentum are perennius. 

Writing by Memory only, as I do at pre-^ 
fent, I would gladly keep within my depth ; 
and therefore lhall not enter into further par- 
ticulars. Neither do I pretend more than to 
fhew the Ufefulnefs of this defign, and to make 
fome general obfervations, leaving the rell to 
. that Society, Vhich I hope will owe its inftitu-* 
tion and patronage to your Lordfhip. Befides,; 
I would willingly avoid repetition, having a- 
bout a year ago communicated to the pub-^ 
lick much of what I had to offer upon this 
fubje£l, by the hands of an ingenious gen?-f 
tleman, who for a long time did thrice a weclc^ 
divert or inftruft the kingdom by his papers 
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and is fuppofed to purftie the fame defign iit 
m/kxitf under the title of Sp$Sator. Tim au- 
V^oTf v^ohatk tried die Force dnd Con^^^f 
our Language with fo much fticcefs, agrees 
entirely with me in moft of my ientiments rela- 

ta it f £> do liie greUfft partef the mm 
Wit and Learning, whom I have had the hap- 
pixM^fs to converfe with j and therefore I ima- 
ginethat ifoeh a Society would im pr^etf um^ 
lumous in the main points. 
: Your Lordihip lauft aliow» that fuch a work 
18 iiMf> lE»ought to pcr&flnon, imitldTerf'miicK 
contribute to the glory of her Majefty's Reiguj 
wluch ought to be ^recorded in ^Words moM 
dlwrabie iJian faraik^ and liidbi M ^ out Pofterity 
Maay read a thoufand years hence with Pleafure 
94^ well as Admiration^ I always dilapj^roved 
that fiidfetcctonpliaeiit to Firineeif^^ tbiEit: we moft 
lading monument they can have, is the Hearts 
of tlieir Subject It is* indeed their greateft 
prefent feliciqr to reign in ihmr ibbjeib hearts | 
but thefe are too periftiable to preferve their 
memories^ which can only be -done by the Pens 
^ able and iaidtful fliftoriansw And I take k 
to be your Lordlhip's Duty, as Prime Minifterj 
to. give order for i^nfpe^ling our Lai^age^ and 
];endering it fit to x^ord tfod Hiftory of u> greatt 
and good a Princefs. Befides, my Lord, as 
diitnterefted aa ^ou appear to the w<u:ld| X am 
^onvineed^ tiiat so man Is more m the power 
of a prevailing favourite Paffion than yovirfelf j 
X. naean that Deiire of true and lafting Honour^ 
wbicb you hsere bome along widi you thi^ugh . 
I** • » every 
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V^ry fta«e yoiir life. To this you have of«- 
ten fiiarmeed youi; Intereftt yow Eafc^ and 
your Health : For preferving and increafmg 
thiS) you hav<e;j|racpoied your Perfon to fecret 
Treachery tfndnifyen Violence. There is not 
perhaps an example in Hiftory of any Minifter, 
who in fo ftiort a time hath performed fo many 
l^reat things^ and overcome ib many diffieid* 
ties. Now, though I am fully convinced, that 
fear God^ honoujc your Queen^ and love 
yoof i^oimtryf^ As much as tmy of your feUoir^ 
lubjeflS) yet I muft believe, that the Defu-e of 
Fame hath been no inconfiderable motive ta 
^kken yon in dte i^ariiiit of thofe a&imet 
which will beft deferve it. But at the fame time, 
I muft be fo plain as to tell your Lordihip^ that 
|f you will not take fimse care to fettle our Lafi*^ 
guage, and put it into a ftate of continuance, 
1 cannot promife that your Memory ihall be 
jpreferied above an toidred years/ further thw 
by imperfeft Tradition. - v 



-^ttep^centuneS)! thete was more effisfbial care ta* 

ken by our Anccftors to prefervc the memory^ 
€& Times and Perlbns, than we find in this 
Age of X«earning and Pditenefs, as we anr 
pleafed to call it. The rude Latin of the Monh 
IS ftill very intelligible } whereas, had their re- 
Mfds been delivered down only in vulgtt 
tongue, lb barren and fo barbarous, fo fubjeft 
40 continual fucceeding changes, they could not 
liow be underftoodf nmeft by Antiqaarieiy 
make it their ftudy to expound them^; And we 
V muft 
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muft at this day have been content with fuch 
poor Abftrafts of our Englijh Story, as labori- 
ous men of low genius would think fit to give 
tis : And even thefe in the nact age would be 
likewife fwallowed up in lucceeding coUeftions* 
If things go on at this rate, all I can promife 
your Lordrtiip, is, that about two hundred years 
hence fome painful Compiler, who will be at 
the trouble of ftudying old Language, may in- 
form the world, that in the Reign of Queen 
Ayine^ Robert Earl of Oxford^ a very wife and 
excellent man, was made High Treafurevy and 
laved his Country, which in thofe days was al- 
moft ruined by a Foreign War y and a Domejfick 
Fa£lion. Thus much he may be able to pick 
put, and willing to transfer into his New Hif- 
tory ; but the reft of your Charafter, which I 
9r.any other Writer may now value ourfelves 
oy drawing, and the particular account of the 
great things done under your Miniftry, for 
which you are already fo celebrated in moft 
parts of Europe J will probably be dropped, on 
account of the antiquated Ityle and manner they 
^yre delivered in. 

V How then fhall any man who hath a genius 
for Hiftoiy, equal to the beft of the Antients, 
be able to undertake fuch a work with fpirit and 
chearfulnefs, when he confiders that he will be 
wad with pleafure but a very few years, and in 
, a.n age or two fhall hardly be underftood with- 
out an interpreter ? This is like employing an 
excellent Statuary to work upon mouldering 
ftoncj,,^ .Thofe who apply their ftudies to pre^ 

lerve 
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iei-ve the memory of others, will always hav6 
feme concern for their own. And I tJelieve it 
is for this reafon that fo few writers among us, 
of any diftinilion, have turned their thoughts 
to fuch a dlfcouraging emplb}Tnent : For the 
bcft Englijh Hiftorian muft lie under this mor- 
tification, that when his Style grows antiqua-*' 
ted, he will be only confidered as a tedious Re- 
lator of Fafts ; and perhaps confulted in his^ 
turn, among other neglefted Authors, to fur- 
nifh materials for fome future Colleftor. 

I doubt your Lordfhip is but ill entertained: 
with a few fcattered Thoughts upon a fubjeft' 
that deferves to be treated with Ability arfd;. 
Care : However, I muft beg leave to add a few ■ 
words more, perhaps not altogether foreign to, 
the fame matter. I know not whether that 
which I am going to fay may pafs for Caution, ; 
Advice, or Reproach, any of which will be^ 
juftly thought very improper from one in my*- 
ftation to one in yours. However, I muft ven-^ 
ture to affirm, that, if Gertius and Learning be.» 
not encouraged under your Lordfhip's Admi-^* 
niftration, you are the moft inexcufable perfonf^ 
alive. All your other Virtues, my Lord, will- 
be defeftive without this ; your Affability, 
Candor, and good Nature 5 that perpetual A-^J 
gieeablenefs ot Converfation, fo difengaged in' 
the midft of fuch a weight of Bufmefs and Op-'f 
pofition ; even your Juftice, Pnidence, and 
Magnanimity, will fhine lefs bright without it*^ 
Your Lordfliip is univerfally allowed to pofTefe 
a very large portion in moft parts of Litex^ature ; / 
^'•^ . - . and' 
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and to this you owe the ciiltivating thofe matir 
Virtues^ which otherwiie wpdd have been kit 

adorned 9 or in lower perfeftion. Neither can 
you ac(|ttit youilblf of thefe ObligationSf with« 
out letting the Arts, in their tocn, ihare yottf 
Influence and Proteftion : Befides, who knows 
but fome true G^ius may happen to arife under 
your Miniftry, ixortus ut ^vmus Sd. Every 
Age might perhaps produce one or two of thele 
to adorn it, if they were not funk under the 
Cenfure and Obloquy of ploddiiig^ ftrate, hm* 
tating Pedants : I do not mean a true Ge* 
nius, any bold Writer, who breaks through the 
rtles of decency to diftingui0i himielf by the 
Singularity of cSpinions : but one, who ^pon a 
deferving fubje£l is able to open new Scenes^ 
and dilcover a Vein of true and noble TUnking^ 
which never entered into any ima^ation be«r 
. fore : Eveiy ftroke of whofe pen is worth aU 
tibe paper blotted by hundreds of othefas in- the 
compais of their lives. I know, ray Lord, your 
friends will oifer in your d^ence, that in your 
Private Capaaty .you never reius'd your Pude 
and Credit to the lervice and fupport of learned 
or ingenious Men : and that ever fince you have 
Jbeen in Publick Employment^ you^have oqii«> 
ftandy beftowed your favours to the moft defer<» 
ving perfons* But I deiire your Lordfhip not 
to deceived : We never will admit xktfm 
txaifes, nor will allow your private LiberiUity» 
as great as it is, to attone for your exceflive 
publick Thrift. But here i^pasn» I am ainid 
ftioft good Subj^fts will interpofc in your de^ 

fences 
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i^nce> by alled^ging the defperate condition you 
fouBd the Natkm m» and the Neceffity ^ere w» 
for fo able and faithful a Steward to retrieve it, 
if poflihie, by the utmoii frugaiit}^ We grant 
all this, my Lord f but tften, it ought likrvrae to 
be confidered, ihat you have already faved feve- 
tal Millions to the J^ublick^ and that what we 
aik is too inconfiderable to break into any rales 
of the ftrifteft good hufbandry. The French 
King bellows about half a dozen Penfions to 
Ltamed men in feveral parta of fic rc^^, and per* 

haps a dozen in his own Kingdom ; which, in 
the wholes do probablv not amount to half tho 
income of niany a private Commoner in Eng^ 
land, yet have more contributed to the glory of 
that Funce, than any Million he hath otherwife 
cn^loved^ For Learning, like all true Merits 
18 eafily fatisfied ; whilft the falfe and counter- 
feit is perpetually cravine, and never thinks it 
hath enough. The fmalieft Fairtrar given by a 
^eat Prince, as a mark of Efteem, to reward 
the endowments of the Mind, never fails to be 
returned with praife and gratitude, and loudljf 
celebrated to the world. I have known, fome 
years ago, feveral Penfions given to paiticular 
peribns, (how defenredly I (hall not enquire) 
any one of which, if divided into fmaller par- 
cels, and diftributed by the Crown to thofe, who 
might upon occafion diftinguifti themfelves by 
Ipme extraordinary Produflion of Wit or Learn- 
ing, would be amply fufficient to anfwer the 
end. Or if any fiich perfons were above Money, 
(as every gjcat Gmius certaiiily i$| with veiy 
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mociterdte conveniencies of life) a Medal, ef 
Ibme mark ^ dM^nftiont wduld <do fiiU as well* 
But I forget my Province, and find myfcif 
tummg Projeftor before I am aware } although 
itbeoned^the tail Charaaers^ imdar which £ 
ihould defire to appear before your Lordihip, 
#^>ecially when I have the ambition of afpiring 
to that of bemg^ with the greats Re^peft and 
Twtb, 

My I*oit0» 

YOUII L0R.DSEXP*8 

mfi Obtdxentt meft Obliged^ 
and Tttofl HfMbli Sif^wi^ 
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WHATEVER may be thouglit or 
pra£ti£sd by profound Politicians^ ik%y 
will hardly be able to convince the 
r^afbnable part of Mankind, that the moSt plain^ 
Qiort» tafyf fa&i and lawful Way to any good 
end is not more eligible, than one direftly con-» 
trary in fome or aU of thefe qualities. I have 
* bcm frequently aflured by great MiniifterSf tibiitt 
Politicks were nothine but Common Senfe { 
which) as it was the only true thing they fi>pket 

tit was the odIj thing> &ey could hmV^^^ 
Aaa lihoukt 
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Xibould nptljfdievie* Qgdhath given the btlk. 
' tsi mankind a capacity to imd^and Reafbn^ 
when it is fairly offered j and by Realbn they 
would pafily be goveiiied^ if it were lef t to thexT 
ehoke^ Thofe rrinces in all s^s^ who were 

moft diftinguifhed for their myfterious (kill in^ 
Government, found by the events that they had- 
lU conMted their own Quiet, or the £afe and* 
Happinefs of their People ; nOr hath Pofterity 
remembered them with Honour : Such as Z^- 
jmuhr ^A-Philip am<mg the Grtekfy ^ibmusta 
Rome^ Vo^t Alexander x\iz fixth and his Son 
Cafar Borgia^ Queen Catherine de Medids, Phi^ 
i!^,.the feccntid of ^ainj with t^any others. Npr 
are examples lefs frequent of Minifters famed 
for men of deep Inuieue, whofe politicks have' 
praduGid tink more taMM^rnMrings, Fa&i« 
ons, and Difcontents, which ufually terminated 
iti the di%race and ruin of the Authors* ^ 
I can reeoUe& but tiouree Occafions in a State^ 
where the Talents of fuch men may be though^ 
neceifspry ; mean in a State, where the Prince 
18*^ pbeyea and loved hf his Stil^e£^s t Firft, in 

the Negociation of a Peace ; fecondly, in ad- 
jutting the Interefts of our own Country with 
thofeof tiie Nations round us, watehing the fe«^ 
vcrar Motions of our Neighbours and Allies, 
and prcferving a due Balance among them t 
Xiaftly,4n' the Management of Parti^ and Fac* ; 
tions at home. In the firft of thefe cafes. I have 
often heard it obferved, that plain good Senfe 
and a firm inherence ta the Point, Have proved; 
ittorr e^fie^al than all thqfe arts, which I re{§ 

^ 1 member 
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mcinlDcr a great foreign Minifter ufed in con- 
t^nipt to call the Spirit of Negociating. In the . 
fecond cafe, much Wifdom and a thorough know^' 
kdge in Affairs both foreign and domeftick are 
certainly required : after which I know no Ta-^ 
lents necelfary befides Method and Skill in th<f 
common forms of bufmefs. In the laft cafe, 
which is that of managing Parties, there fecms 
indeed to be mor^ occafion for employing this 
gift of the lower Politicks, whenever the Tide 
runs high againft the Court and Miniftiy ; which 
feldom happens under any tolerable Adrainiftra- 
tion, while the true intereftof the Nation is pur* 
fued. But here in Bfigia^id (for I do not pretend 
to eftablifli Maxims of Government in general) 
while the Prince and Miniftry, the Clerg)'-, the> 
majority of Landedrmen, and bulk of the People 
appear-to have the fame Views, and the fame 
Principles, it is not obvious to me, how thofe at 
the helm can have many opportunities of {hew-*> 
ing their (kill in Myftery and Refinement, be- 
fides what themfelves think fit to create. 
• I have been alTured by men long praf\ifed in 
Bufinels, that the Secrets of Court are much few*; 
cr than we gen<irally fuppofe ; and I hold it fot^ 
the greatcft Secret of Court, that they are fo : 
Becaufe the firft Springs of great Events, like 
thofe of great Rivers, are often fo mean and fo 
little, that in decency they ought to be hid : and 
therefore Minifters are fo wife to leave their pro- 
ceedings to be accounted for by Reafoners at a 
diftance, who often mould them into Syftems, 
tjiat do not only go down very well in the CofFee- 

A a 3 houfe. 



boufei but we fiqpplies forPamphled ift tbe pMir 

j(e<it age, ami may probably funuihinacterials fbr 

Memoirs and Hiftories in the next. ' 

\ It IS true indeed, that even thofe 4wbo are wrf 

near the Coiirti and are fuppofed to havea large 

Share in the manageiment of jpublick matters, are 

ay>t to dedu£l wrong coniequehces by reafoni^' 

Upon die Cahifes and Motives of thofe Afltons^* 

wherein themfcives are employed. A great Mi- 

^er puts vou a Cafe, and aiks your Opiniaiiit 

tmt eonceafs an eflential Cirtumftance, upon 

which the whole weight of the matter turns }' 

then he delpiieth your Ui^rftaiadiiig for coun»* 

ftUinghim no better, and coficludes he ought Id' 

truft entu ely to his own wifdom. Thus he grows' 

to abound in Secixits and Refenr«S| even tdlrards' 

lihofe^ with whom he ought to a£l in the greateft: 

Confidence and Concert j and thus the World is 

brought ^ judge, that v4iatev«r be the iflue and 

eventy h<wa$ allforefeen, contrived, andbrou^tt 

to.pais by fome mafter-ftroke of his Politicks. 

1 coukl produce innumerable intenees, from 

my own memory and obfei-vation, ctf Events 

imputed to the profound Skill and Addrefs of a 

Minifter, 'V^cn in reality were either the mere 

efFefls of Negligence, Weaknefs, Humour, Paf« 

fion, or Pride, or at beft, but the natural Courfe 

of things left to themfelves. 

' Dunng Ais very SefRon of Parliament, amoft 

ingenious gentleman, who hath much credit with 

thole in Povver» would needs have it, that in the 

late jDifientions at Court, which grew too high 

tp be any longer a fecret, the whole matter was ' 

*i . . . caiTied 
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carried with the utmoft Dexterity on one fide, 
and with manifeft ill Conduft on the other. T0 
prove this, he made ul'e of the moft plaufible To- 
picks, drawn from the Nature and Difpofition 
of the feveral perfons concerned^ as well as of 
her Majefty*"; all which he knows as much of as 
any man : And gave me a detail of the whole 
withfuch an appearance of Probability, as com- 
mitted to writing would pafs for an admirable 
piece of fecret Hilloiy. Yet I am at the fame 
time convinced by the -fti ongeft Reafons, that the 
Ilfue of thofe dillentions, as to the part they had 
m the Court and Houfe of Lords, was partly 
owing to verj' different Caufes, and partly to the 
Situation of Affairs, from whence in that con- 
junfture they could not eafily terminate other- 
wife than they did, whatever unhappy Confe- 
qijences they may have for the future. 
- In like manner I have heard a Phyficlan pro* 
nounce witJi great gravity, that he had cured fo 
many Patients of malignant Fevers, and as many 
more of the Small-pox ; whereas in ti'uth nine 

{>arts in ten of thofe who recovered, owed their 
ives to the ftrength of Nature, and a good Con- 
ftitution, while fuch a one happened 10 be their 
Doftor. 

■I But, while it is fo difficult to learn the Springs 
and Motives of fome fafts, and fo eafy toTorget 
the Circumftances of others, it is no wonder they 
(hould be fo grofly mifreprefented tolhe publicfc 
by curious inquifitive Heads, who proceed alto- 
gether upon Conjeftures, and in realbning up- 
on Affairs of State are fure to be miftaken by 
k / . fearching 
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to be the frequent error of many others, fo I am 
fyre it hsuh been perpetually mme> .whenever I 
have atteBipted to difcover the Caufes of political 
events by Refinement and Conjefture ; which I 
muft acknowledge hath very* much* abated my 
Veneration for what they call Arcane Imperii \ 
whereof I dare pronounce, that the fewer there 
are in any AdmuiiTtrauon, it is juft fo much the 
better^ 

What I have hithprto faid, hath by no means 
been intended to detrafi from the Qualities re<jui«» 
£te in thofe who are trufted with the Admini^ 
firationf of Publick Affairs 5 on the contraiy, I 
know no llation of life where great Abiliiiea . 
4nd Virtues of all kinds are fo highly neceflaiy^. 
9nd where the Want of any 5s fo quickly or uni-» 
verfally felt. A great Minifter hath no Virtue 
fpt wmch the Publick may not be the better^ nor 
any Defeft by which the rubh'ck is nbt certainly 
a uiiferer« I have known more than once or twice 
within four years .paft an OmiiBon^ in appearance 
very fmall, prove almoft fatal to a whole Scheme, 
and very hardly retrieved. It is not always 
fbfficient for the perfon at the Helm^ that no 
is intrepid in his Natufe, free from any tine* 
ture of Avarice or Corruption, and that he hath 
great natural and acquired Abilities » 

I never thought the reputation of much Sccre^ 
cy was a Charafler of any advantage to a Mini* 
uef J becaufe it put all other men upon their 
• guard to be as feerettis he, and was cohfequcnt* 
ly the occaiion that perfons and thipgs wcrq^al^ 
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WSiys mifreprefented to him : Becaufe likewifc 
too great an affeftation of Secrecy is ufually 
thought to be attended with thofe little Intrigues 
and Refinements, which among the Vulgar de- 
nominate a man a great Politician ; but amon]^ 
others is apt, whether defervedly or no, to ac*^ 
quire the opinion of Cunning ; A Talent which 
differs as much from the tnie Knowledge of Go- 
vernment, as that of an Attorney from an able 
Lawyer. Neither indeed am I altogetlier con* 
vinced, that this habit of mtiltiplying Secrets 
may not be carried on fo far Sis to ftop that Com*£ 
inunication, which is necelTanr in fome degree a- 
mong all who have any conuderable part in the 
management of Publick Affairs : Becaufe I have 
obferved the Inconvcniencies arifmg from a want 
of Love between thofe who were to give Direc- 
tions, to have been of as ill confequence, as any 
that could happen from the difcovery of Secrets 
I fuppofe, when a Building is to be erefted, the 
Model may be the contrivance only of one head ; 
and it is fufficient that the Under- workmen be 
ordered to cut ftones into certain fhapes, and 
place them in certain pofitions : But the feveral 
Mafter-builders muft have fome general Knowi 
ledge of the Defigrt, without which they can give 
no orders at all. And indeed I do not know a 
greater mark of an able Minifter, than that of 
rightly adapting the feveral Faculties of men ; 
nor is any thing more to be lamented than the 
Imprafticablenefs of doing this in any great de-* 
grce under our prefent Circumftahces, while lb 
many fliut tliemfelves out by adhering to a Fac- 
. tionj 



Djgifized by Google 



164 ^iome free Thoughts upon 

• tion, and while the Court is cnflavcd lothe Im^ 
patience of others^ who deiire to iell their Vote^ 
w their Intereft^ as dear as they can. But whe* 
ther this hath not been fubnmitted to more than 
was necefTary^ whether it h^ not been danger* 
0U8 in the Examjple> and pemfeioizs in the Prac^ 
tice, I will leave to the* enquiry of thofe who can 

V better determine* ' « 

It may be matter of no Utile adminudon to con* 

iider in fome lights the State of Affairs among 
us for four years pa ft. The Queen, finding her-* 
ftXf and the Majority of hoNKingdom grown 
W^ary of the Avarice and Infolence, the mlftakea 
Politicks, ^d deftru^live Principles of her for- 
ner Mmifters^ cs^ to the fenrice of the Publick 
another Sett of men, who by confeffion of their 
enemies had equal Abilities at^tleaft with ^eir 
'predeceflbrs ^ whofe Intereft made it neceflary 
tor them (although their Inclinations had been 
otherwife) to a£k upon thofe maxims, which were 
woft agreeable to tne Cmftitation in Church and 
State ; whofe Birth and Patrimonies gave them 
weight in the Nation; and who (Ifpeak of thofe^ 
who were to have die chief part in Afiairs) had 
long lived under the ftrifteft bonds of Friendftiip. 
With all thefe Advantages, fupported by a vaft 
majority of the Landed Intereft, and the inferior 
Clergy alraoft to a man, we have feveral times 
£ben the prefent Adminiiixation in the greatefl: 
Piftrefs^ and very near the brink of Ruin, toge* 
ther with the Caufe of the Church andMonar^ 
chy conuxiitted to their charge j neither doth it ap* 
pnr to me at the jainiite I am now writing, that . 

rhesr 
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their Power or Duration are upon any tolerable 
foot of Security : Which I do not fo much im- 
pute to the Addrefs and Induftry of their ene- 
mies, as to fome Failures among themfeives> 
which I think have been full as vifible in their 
Caufes as their Effecls. r 

Notliing hath given me greater Indignation, 
than to behold a Miniftry, who came with the 
advantages I have reprcfented, afting ever fmcc 
upon the Dcfenlive in the Houfe of Lords with 
a majority on their fide, and inftead of calling 
others to account, as it was reafbnably expefted, 
mifpending their time and lofing many oppor- 
tunities of doing good, becaufe a ftruggling Fac- 
tion kept them continually in play. This Cour-^ 
age among the Advcrfaries ot the Court, was 
inipir6d into them by various incidents, for every 
one of which I think the Mwijiersy or (if tluit 
\ras the cafe) the Minijler alone is to anfwer- 

For firft, that Race of Politicians, who in the 
cant phrafe are called theff^him/i^alsy was never 
fo numerous, or at leaft lo a£live, as it hath 
been fmce the great Change at Court 5 many of 
thofe who pretended wholly to be in with the 
Principles upon which her Majefty and her new 
Servants proceeded, either abfenting themfelves 
with the utmolHndifFer,ence in thofe Conjunct 
turcs, whereon the whole Caufe depended, or 
fiding directly with the Enemy. 

I very well remember, when this Miniftry was 
not above ayearold, there was a little Murmur- 
ing among luch as are called the higher Tories 
gr Church- men, that quicker progrcfs was not 

^ • made 
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made in removing thofe of the difcontentcd Patty 
out of EmpIoyiueDts. I remember ]ikem&, the 
Reafbiungs upon dm ttiotter vwt vmoMf 
among many who were allowed to know a good 
deai<^ theiBiide of the Court;: ibme fuppNo&d 
the--'— was at firft prevayed ott to malce thit 
great Change with no other view, than that of 
acting for the future upon a moderating Scbemi^ 
in order tQ reconcile both.parlies f and I beliete 
there might poffibly have been fome Grounds for 
this fiippofiition. Others conceived^ the Employw 
mwUrn were left undifpofed of^ iiK order to keep 
alive the Hopes of many more impatient Candi- 
dates than ever could be gratified. This hath 
fiiw bMn lodked on as a vtstj high Strain of 
Politicks, and to have fucceeaed accordingly ; 
becaufe it is the opinion of many^ that the nu«» 
nierotn pretenders to Places would neim' bm 
been kept in order, if all Expeftation had been 
cut off. Others were yet more refined } and 
l^ought it neither wife nor iaie wholly to exdll^ 
guiih all Oppofition from the other fide j becaufe 
]j| die nature of things it was abfoktely necef^ 
fery, that there (hould be Parties in an Englijb 
Parliament 5 and a Fa6lion alreadjr odious to the 
people might be fufFered to continue with leih 
danger, than any new one that could arift. To 
confirm this it was faid, that the Majority in the 
Houfe of Commons was too great on the^fide of 
the High- Church, and began to form themfelvee 
into a Body (by the name of ^cO^Sober^Club) in 
otder to put die Miniftry under iiibje6tion» Laft« 
ty^ the Danger of introducing too great aNiim# 
. ber * 
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ber of tinexperknced men at once into office^, 
was urged as an irrefragable reafon for making^ 
changes by flow degrees : to difcard an able of* 
ficer from an Employment, or part of a Com-* 
miflion, where the Revenue or Trade were con-^ 
cerned, for no other reaibn but differing in fome 
Principles of Government, might be of terrible 
confequence. . ^ 

However, it is certain,^ that none of thefe Ex- 
cufes were able to pafs among men, who argued 
only from the Principles of general Reafon. Foe 
firft, they looked upon all Schemes of.Compre* 
henlion to be as viiionary and impofTible in th«^^ 
State, as in the Church. Secondly, while the Spi- 
rit, raifed by the Tryal of Dr. Sachenjerell^ con-^ 
tinued in motioti, men were not fo keen upon 
coming in themfelves, as to fee their Enemies out^.^ 
and deprived of allafTiftance to domifchief: And • 
it is urged further, that this general ambition oft 
hunting after Places grew chiefly from feeing 
them fo long undifpofed of, and irom too gene-*r 
ral an encouragement by Promifes to all, who 
were thought capable of doing either good oc 
hurt. Thirdly, the Fear of creating another Par-^ 
ty, in cafe the prefent Faftion were wholly fub-< 
dued, was in the opinion of plain men, and in 
regaod to the fituation of our affairs, too great 
Sacrifice of the Nation's Safety to the Genius of 
Politicks 5 confidering how much was to be done,* 
nnd how little time might probably be allowed;* 
Befides, the Divifion of a Houfe of Commons in- 
• to Court and Country Parties, which was the E- 
tU they feemed to apprehend, could never be dan- 
;i i% B b gerous 
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gerous to a good Miniftry, who had the true 
iMereft andConftitcition ot thrir dHimry atlKarti 
As for the apprehcnfion of too great a Majority 
in the Houfe of Commons^ it appeared to Jbe ich 
vain, ihat tiptm fome potntif of impoitMce ^ 
Court -was hardly able to procure one. And the 
OSfober-Club^ wnicK appeared fo fonnidable at 
firft to fome Pblhicians, proved in the iequel tf^^ 
be the chief Support of thole, who fufpefted 
iftiem. It was likewiie very weU known that the 
greateft part of ihofe nieii> whom the former 
Miniftry left in Poffeflion of Employments, 
were k»udly charged with Inftifficienq^ or Cor- 
ruption^ over and above thmr obii^ntioiis Tenets 
in Religion and Government ; fo that it would 
have been a matter of fome difiiculty to make 3 
^orfe choice £ Befides, that Plea ^ti^ keeping 
men of faftlouf? principles in employnrtent upon 
the fcore of their Abilities, was thought to be 
extended a little too far, and (^ifarogd^ tadle 
in all employments whatlbever, although many 
of them required no more abilities, than would 
ierve to qualify* a GentleiMn-Uiher, at Couft : Sa 
that this laft Excufe for the veryfldw fteps made 
im dilarming the Adverfaries or the Crown, was 
aUow^ed indeed to have more Plaufibibty, bmt^ 
Ids Truth, than any of the former. ' n^'^-^* 
I do not here pretend to condemn the Counfels 
or Actions of the prefent Miniftry : Their Safe-* 

ty and Intereft are vifibly united with thofe of 
tJie Publick, they arc perfons of unqueftionablo; 
Abilities, altogether nltftifpeded of Avarice or * 
(J©i 1 up|ift% ar*d hiiyc the Advantage to be fur- 
• • - tlicr 
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ther recommended by the dread and hatred of 
the oppofite Faftion. However it is manifeft, • 
tliat the Zeal of thc'ir Friends hath been cooling 
towards them for above two years paft : They 
have been frequently deferted or diftrelTed upon 
the moft prefling occafions, and very near giv- 
ing up in defpair : Their charafters have beei^ 
often treated with the utmoft barbarity and in- 
jufticc in both Houfes, by fcuirilous and enraged . 
Orators ; while their neareft Friends, and even 
thofe who muft have a (hare in their dil>race% 
never offered a word in their Vindication. 

When I examine with myfelf, what Occafi- 
X)ns the Miniftiy may have given for this cold-, 
nefs, inconftancy and difcontent among their 
Friends, I at the fame time recoUeft the vari- 
ous Conjeflures, Reafonings and Sufplcionv. 
which have run fo freely for three yeai-s paft, 
concerning the Defigns of the Court : I do not 
only mean fuch conjefturcs, as are born in a 
Cofifee-houfe, or invented by the malice of a 
Party J butalfo the conclufions (however mif-' 
taken) of wife and good men, whofe Quality 
and Station fitted them to imderftand the Rea- 
fon of publick proceedings, and in whofe Power 
it lay to recommend or difgracc ap adminiftra* 
tion to the People^ I muft therefore take the 
boldnefs to aflert, that all thefe difcontents, how 
ruinous foever they may prove in the confequen- 
ces, have moft unnecefiarily arifen from the 
want of a Au^ Communication and Concert. Eve- 
ry man muft have a Light fufficient for the 
Leniith of the Way he is appointed to go ; 



There is a degree of Confidence due to all ftad-* 
Ons} and a Fetty-ConftaUe will neither zSl 
chearfuUy or wifdy without thM fliare of 
which properly belongs to him : Although the 
main Spjing in a Watch be opt of iight^ ^ the» 
is an intermediate conimutiicatioii bttween it and 
the fmalleft Wheel, or elfe no ufeftil motion 
• could be peifoiimed* This reierved niYfteriaua 
way of aoing, upon Pointsy wfaare tnere ap-* 
peared not the leaft occafion for it, and to- 
wards . Ferfons, who at teaftt ia rig^ of their 
pofts, expelled a more open tteatttoit, was im« 
puted to Ibme hidden Defign, which every man 
conjeflurcd to be the very Thing he was moft 
. afraid of. Thofe who profeified the height of 
what is called the Church Principle, fufpefted^ 
that a Comtrehmlwn ,was intended, wherein the 
moderate Men on both fides? might he equal^ 
employed. Others went farther, and dreaded 
fuch a - correspondence, as dire£Uy tended to 
bring the old exploded Principles and Perfont 
once more into play. Again, fome affefted to 
be uneafy about the Sacceflion, and feemed to 
think there was a View of introdneiiig^tfaat Peiw 
ion, whatever he is, who pretends to claim the 
Crown by inheritance. Othei^^ efpecially of 
late,, iiirmiftd ois llie contrary, that the De« 
mands of the Houfe of Hano<ver were induftri- 
oufly fomented by ibme in Power, without the 
privity of the — - or -f Now^.oldiough thefe 
accufations were too inconfiftent to be all of 
them true, yet th^ were malicioufly fuffered to 
l^afsj and therelgF took, off much d that Popii«> 
^ ; ^ ' ' . linty. 
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larity, which thofe at the Helm ftood in need of 
to fiipport them under the difficulties of a long 
perplexing Negociation, a daily addition ofpub-^^ 
iick Debts, and an exhaufted Treafury. 

But the effefts of this myftical manner of pro- 
ceeding did not end here : For, the late Dif» 
fentlons between the great Men at Court (which 
have been for fome time paft the publick entcr^ 
tainment of eveiy Coftee-houfe) are faid to have 
arifen from the fame fountain 5 while on one 
fide very great Referve, and certainly very great 
Refentment on the other, if wc may believe ge- 
neral report, (for I pretend to know no farther) 
have inflamed animofities to fuch a height, as 
to make all Reconcilement impraflicablc. Sup- 
pofmg this to be true, it may ferve for a great 
leffon of Humiliation to mankind, to behold the 
Habits and Paflions of men othenvife highly 
nccompliihed^ triumphing over Intcreft, Friend- 
ihip. Honour, and their own perfonal Safety, 
•as well as that of their Country, and probably 
.yof a moft gracious Princefs who hath entrufted 
>it to them. A Ship's Crew quarrelling in a 
^^torm, or while their Enemies are within Gun* 
Ihot, is but a faint Idea of this fatal infatuation : 
.Of which, although it be hard to fay enough, 
ibme people may think perhaps I have already 
•faid too much. 

Since this unhappy incident, the Defcrtion of 
Friends, and Lois of Reputation have been fo 
f;rcat, that I do not fee how the Minifters could 
iiave continued in my weeks in their (tations, if 
1 B b 5 their 
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•their Oppofer» of all :kiiids had agreed altavt 

tlic methods by which they Ihould be ruined s 
And tlieir preservation hitlierto ieems to reienir* 

•t^e hisi who had> twoi^oifons giveft him. toger 
tlier of contraiy operations. 

It may feem ,ycxy impertinent in one of my 
)evel to "poim 6ut to thofo^ who fit at the Helm^ 
what Courfe they ought to fteer. I know enough 
of Courts to be fenlibie^ how mean an Opinioa 
^-eat Minifters have moft men^Underftand«> 
ing ; to a degree, that in any other Science 
would be called the grofieft P^daDtry. Howw 
ever, unleis I offer my ientiments in thi9 point> 

' all I have hitherto iaid will be (a no pur^ 
l^ole. : • 

' The general Wiflies and Dc&es of a People 
are perhaps more obvious to other men, than to 
Minifters of State;, There are two points of the 
litgheft importance, wherein a very great Ma«» 
jority of the Kingdom appear perfealy hearty 
'and unanimous. Firft, that the Church of Eng^ 
iand fhould bepreferved entire in all her Rights^ 
Powers and Privileges ; all doftrines relating to 
Government dilbouraged, which flie condfimnss 
all Schifms, Seds and Herefies difcounienanceA 
and kept under due fubjeftion, as far as confifts 
with the Lenity of our Conftitution ; her open 
Enemies (among whom I inchide at leaft Dif<» 
fenters of all denominations) not trufted with 
the fmalleft degree of Civil or Military,Power ; 
and her fecret Adveriaries under the names of 
Whigs, Low- Church, Repu^licjtfiat .Modera- 

. . . tioa- 
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tloa-Men and the like, receive no marks of Fa* 
vour from the Crown, but what they fhould dei 
ferve by a fmcere Reformation • , , * 

. Had this Point been fteadily purfued in all Its 
parts for three . years paft, and afleited as the 
avowed refolution of the Court, there muft pro- 
bably have been an end of Faftion, i^^vhich hath 
been able ever fince with fo much vigour to di- 
fturb and infult the Adminiftration. I know ve- 
ry well that fome Refiners pretend to argue for 
the Ufefulnefs of Parties in fuch a government 
as ours : I have faid fomething of this already, 
and have heard a great many idle wife Topick« 
upon the fubjeft* . But I lhall not argue that 
matter at prefent : I fuppofe, if a man thinks 
it neceffaiy to play with a Serpent y he will chufe 
.one of a kind that is leaft mifchievous j other- 
wife, although it appears to be crulhed, it may 
have life enough to fting him to death. So, I 
think it is not fafe tampering with the prefent 
Faftion, at leaft in this junfture : Firft, becaufe 
their Principles and Praftices have been already 
veiy dangerous to the conftitution in Church and 
State : Secondly, becaufe they are highly irrita- 
ted with the Lofs of their power, full ot Venom 
and Vengeance, and prepared to execute every- 
thing that Rage or Malice can fuggeft. But 
principally, becaufe they have prevailed by Mif- 
reprefentations and other artifices to make the 
vSucceffor look upon them, as the only perfons 
he can truft : Upon which account they cannot 
be too foon, or too much difabled : Neither will 

E^iglfivd ever be fafe from the attempts of this 

^ wicked * 
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Intereft lhall be fo far reduced, that for 'the fu-^ 
lure it (hall not be in the Power of the^ Crowjd^ 
akhoueh in Coajuiiftion widi aa^ridi and fkc* 
tious Body of men, to chufe an lU Majority ii| 
the Houfe of Commons* 

One ftef^verv neodTaiy to this great Work 
will be to reflate the Army, and chiefly thofc 
•Trciops, which in their turns have ^e care of 
lier Majefty^s Perfeni who aremoft of diem 
fitter to guaid a prince under an High Court of 
Jujlice^ 3ian feated on the Throne* .The jpecu^ 
liar Usmd of Providence bath hitherto preierved 
her Majefty, encompaffed, whether flecping or 
Crayeiling, by her Enemies i Butfince Religi^ 
onteacfaedinSt tiiat Providence ought not to be 
tempted, it is ill venturing to truft that precious 
Life any longer to thofe, who by their pubiick 
behaviour and Difimtrfe difiwer their Iiiqf>att? 
€nce to fee it an end ; that they may have liber- 
ty to be the inftruments of glutting at once the 
Revenge of their patrons and thor own. It ^ 
ihould be well remembered, what a Satisfaftion 
fheii^ gentlemen (after the example of their bet* 
foes) were foianguine to exprels upon the Queen's 
lift illnefs at Ivindfory and what Threatenin^a 
they ufed of refufmg to obey their General, la 
cafethatillnefi had proved fatal. Nor do I think 
it a want of charity to fufpeft, that in fach an 
evil day, an enraged Faftion would be highlv 
pleafed with the Power of the Sword> and wim 
great connivance leave it fo long unflieathedf ' 
until they were got rid of (heir moH igriiu4a.bls 
* • ^ adveti^ 
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advcrfaries. In the mean time, it mulj be X 
veiy melancholy Profpeft, that whenever it (hall 
pleafe God to vifit us with this calamity, thofe 
who are paid to be Defenders of the Civil power^ 
will ftand ready for any a£ls of Violence, that a 
'Junta compofed of the greateft Enemies to the 
Conftitution, fhall think fit to enjoin them. 
\ The other point of great importance, is the 
Security of the Proteftant Succeflion in the 
Houfe of Hanover : Not from any partiality to 
that illuftrious Houfe, further thaii as it hath 
had the honour to mingle with the Blood Royal 
pf England^ and is the neareft Branch of our 
regal line reformed from Popery. This point 
hath one advantage over the former, that both 
Parties profefs to defire the fame Blfefling for 
pofterity, but differ about the means of fecuring 
it. From whence it hath come to pafs, that 
the Proteftant Succeffion, in appearance the De- 
fire of the whole Nation, hath proved the great* 
eft Topick of Slander, Jealoufy, Sufpicion and 

• Difcontent. ' ' - ^ ' 

r I have been fo curious to afk feveral acquain-* 
tance among the oppofite party, whether They, 
or their Leaders, did really fufpeft there had 
been ever any defign in the Miniftry to weaken 
the Succeflion in ^vour of the Pretender ^ or of 
any other perfon whatfoever. Some of them free- 
ly anfwered in the Negative : Others were of 

* the fame opinion, but added, they did not know 
what might be done in time, and upon farther 
provocations : Others again feemed to believe 
ihe Affirmative, but could never produce any 
i • plaufible 
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flpifiritt iGrrraads fbr dieir btUaf. I hm I9ef4 
Wife been affurcd by a Perfon of fome confc- 

Juence, tbat during a very near and conflant 
mniiliarity widi the great men at Court for four 
years paft, he never could obferve, even in thofe 
Hours of converfatioii where there is ufually 
kaft jreAraintf tiiat one woitl evw pafliMi among 
them to ihew a Diflike to the prefent Settle- 
ment ; although they would Ibmetimes lament^ 
diat the falfe ReprefedbHions of dietr's and the 
kingdom's Enemies had made Ibme impre(Iion$ 
in the mind of the Succeilbr^ As to my own 
circle of aoquaintaace I can &fely afiirmy that^ 
excepting thofe who are Nonjurors by profeflion^ 
I have not met with above two pedbas who ds^ 
/ yeared tdkhave aiiy i£n^>le8 cmcerning the |>re^ 
lent Limitation of the Crown, I therefore think 
it mav very impartially be pronounced^ that the 
Numoer of tbofe, who wim to fee the Son of liie 
abdicated Prince upon the Throne, is altogether 
inconfidendil;. ^ And iiirihery I bidieve it will 
be fomid, that Ihere are none who (b much 
fjread any attempt He fhall make for the reco- 
very pf his imagined rights^ as the Rotnan-X^a^ 
tbobcks of EngMtd^ Who love their Freedom 
and Properties too well to defire his entrance by 
a Erencb Anuy» and a Field of Blood } who 
muft continue upon the fimie foot if he changeth 
his Religion, and muft expeft to be the firft and 
greateft Sufferers if he ihould happen to iaiU 

A{( to the Perfim of this nommal Prinicy^ he 
Kes under all manner of difadvantage$ 5 The 
yWijar imagine him. tp have beffi^ i;tiU4 im- 

1 ' pofc4 
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' pofed upon the Nation by the fraudulent Zeal 
of his Parents and their bigotted Counfellors j 
who took fpecial care, againft all the rules of 
common policy, to educate him in their hateful 
Superftition, fuck'd in with bis milk and confirm- 
ed in his manhood, too ftrong to be now fhaken 
by Mr. Lejley ; and a Counterfeit Converfation 
will be too grofs to pafs upon the Kingdom, af- 
ter what we have feen and fuffered from the like 
praftice in his Father. He is likewilb faid to be 
of weak Intelleftuals, and an unfound Confti- 
tution : He was treated contemptibly enough by 
the young Princes of France, even during the 
War ; is now wholly neglefted by that Crown, 
and driven to live in Exile upon a fmall Exhibi- 
tion : He is utterly unknown in England, which 
he left in the cradle : His Father's Friends are 
moft of them dead, the reft antiquated or poor..* 
Six and twenty Years have almolt paft fmce the 
Resolution, and the bulk of thofe who are now 
moft. in aftion either at Court, in Parliament, 
or Publick Offices, were then Boys at School ox; 

* the Univerfities, and look upon that great change 
to have happened during a period of time tor 
which they are not accountable. The Logick 
. of the higheft Tories is now, that this was the 
Eftabliftiment they found, as foon as they ar- 
rived to a Capacity of judging 5 that they had 
no hand in turning out the late King, and therg-*^ 
fore have no crime to anlwer for, if it were a- 
ny : That the Inheritance to the Crown is in 
purfuancc of Laws made ever fmce their remem- ' 

branceV • 
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brance, by which all Papifts are excluded, and 
4iey have no other Rule to go by s That they 
nvili no mere difpnte King 0VlmM d» IHnrd^w 
Title, than King ITilliam the Firft'H ; fince diey 
muft have recourle to Hiftory for bodi : That; 
they have been inftni£ted in the do^farinee oF * 
Paflive- Obedience, Nori-Refiftance, and Here- 
ditary Rights ^ and find them aU nece&ry for 
preierving the prefent EftaUifliment in Cnur^ 
and State, and for continuing the SucceiTion in 
the Honfe of Hmsver j and muil in their own- • 
opinion renounce ali thoie doftrihes fay fetting 
up any other Title to the Crown. This, I fay, 
feems to be the Political Creed of aU the high^ 
principled meii I have for fo^e time met with: 
of forty years old and under j which although I 
do not pretend to juftify in every part, yet I an% 
iure it lets the Proteftam Sutcemon upon a nmch 
firmer foundation, than all the indigefted fchemes 
of thofe, who profefs to a& upon what they call 
Rwoluimh' Principles. 

Neither (hould it perhaps be fbon forgot, that 
during the greateft Licenuoufiiefik of the Ppe&»* 
while the Sacred Charafter of the Queen Wa« 
every day infulted in fa£Uous papers and bai<^ 
lade, not .the leaft refleding infinuation ever ap«^ * 
peared again ft the Hanover Family, whatever 
occafion was offered to intemperate pens by the 
raihnefs or indiicretion of one or two Mini^ 
fters .from thence* 

From all thefe Confidcrations I muft 'there- 
fore lay it dowa as an nncontetUhU mith^ that. 

titue 
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the Succeflion to thefe Kingdoins In the illuftri* * 
pus Houle of Ha?20'Z'er h firmly lecured, as 
the nature of the thing can polTibly admit 5 by 
the Oaths of all thofe who are en#ufted with a- 
' ny office, by the very Principles of thofe who 
are termed the High-Churchy by the general In- 
clinations of the People, by ihe Infignificancy 
of that Perfon who claims it from Inheritance, 
and the little afllftance he can expeft either from 
Princes abroad, or Adherents, at home. 

However, fince the virulent Oppofers of the 
Queen and her Adminiftration have fo far pre- 
vailed by their emiffaries at the Court of Hano-- 
njer^ and by their praflices upon one or two ig- 
norant, immannerly Mejfengcrs from thence, ai; 
to make XhtEleSlor defirc fome farther Security, 
and fend over a Mtmortai hei-e to that end : The 
great queftion is how to give reafonable Satif- 
faftion to his Highnefs, and (what is infinitely 
of greater confequence) at the fame timeconfult 
tlie Honour and Safety of the Queen, whofe 
quiet Fojfcffion is of much more confequence to 
^ us of the prefent age, than his Rc^erficn. The 
fubftance of his Manorialy if I retain it nght, is 
to defire that fome One of his Familv mi^ ht live 
in England^ with fuch a Maintenance as is ufual 
^to thofe of the Royal Blood, and that certain 
.^Titles fliould be conferred upon tlie reft, accord- 
3ng to anticnt cuftom. The Mi?r?or:al doth not * 
/fpecify which of tiie family fliould be invited to 
trefide hei'e ; and if it had» I believe howeVer, 
her Majefty would have looked upon it as a cir- 
cumftance left to her own Choice. 

C c But, 
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Butt as ail id mc^ manifeiUy omideaffitt^ 

in itfelf, and only in compliance with the mil- 
taken Soubts of a prefumptive iieir \ fo the 
Nation woiii# (to fpeak isi we language of Mr* 
Steele) Expect, that her Majefty ftiould be 
made perfe6lly eaiy from that fide for the future { 
ho more to be alarmed widi Appr^ieafiom of 
VifUs^ ox Demands of Writs y where fhe hatli not 
thought fit to give any In^itation^. The Natim 
ivould Ukewife expeSy that there flumld be tii , ; 
.end of all private Commerce between that Court 
and the Leaders of a Party here j and thatji^s 
Ele^ral Highnefs ftiould declare himself entire^ 
ly fatisfied with all her Majefty's proceedings, 
her Treaties of Peace and Commerce^ her Al- 
liances abroad, her Choice of Minifters athime^ 
aid particulai'ly in her moft gracious Conde- 
Icenfions to his Reqiieft : That he would upon 
all proper occafions, and in the moft jpubiicb 
manner, difcover his utter Dillike of ia£Hous 
Pcrlbn^ and Principles, but ei^ecially of that 
Party, which, under ;the preteajee or ihelta- of « 
his Proteftion, hathfo long difquieted the King- 
dom : And laftly, that he would acknowledge 
the Goodiiels> of die Queen, and Juftice of the 
Nltion, in fo fully fecvurmg the Succeflion to liis 
family. 

; It is indeed a Problem vrhich I could iie^er 

• comprehend, why the Comt of Hano^very who 
have all along thought themfelves fo perfeftly fe- 
pitc in the Affe^ons, the Principks and the 
Frofcfllons of the Lo^v-Church Party, flionld 
r*ot have endeavoured, according tp the ufual 

Politicks 
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Pbliticks of Princes, to gam over thofe who were 
reprefented as their Enemies } iince thefe fuppo* 
fed Etnemies had made ib many Advances^ were 
in PoffeflTion of all the Power, had framed the 
wy Settlement to which that illuftrious Family 
owes its Claim $ liad aU of them abjured die 
Pretender ; were now employed in the great 
Offices of State, and compofed a Majority iu 
bothHoiifes of Parliament. Not to mention^ 
that the Queen herfelf, with tlie bulk of the 
Landed Gentry and Commonalty throughout 
tdifiil^ngdomy ^irere of the noml)er« This one 

would think might be a Strength fufficlent not 
l^y to objiiruff^ but to bejl(yWy a Succeflion : 

AbA file prefumed Heir could not but be 
perfeftly fecure of the other Paity, whofe great- 
eft avowed grievance was the pretended cianger 
4>f his; futBTQ' Rights ; it might, tha^oire, fure^ 
ly have been worth his while to have made at 
leaft one ,.^tejp toward^cultivating a fair Corre- 
illic^KieM tte<^P6wer in po&ffion. Neither 

tould thofe, who are called his Friends, have 
blfiiued him, or with the lead decency enter in-, 
tor any ^ngagem^s ibr defeating his Title* < ; 

But why may not the Reafons of this pro- 
ceeding in the Elisor be diretlly contrary to 
what is CQimxidnly imagined i Meminks I couldt ; 
endeavour to believe, that his Highnefs is tho- 
roughly acquaintCid with both Paities 5 is con- 
l^bioed, that no t^*Meml^ -of the Church of 
JSnfrland can eafily be fhftken in his Principles 
of Loyalty, or forget the Obligation of an Oath, 
by any proffication* That Tbe/e are therefore 

C c * the 
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the people lie intends to rely upon, and keeps 
oniy iuir-with the Others^ from trua nol^oti he 
kath of their Do^bints, which prompt them to 
forget tiieir duty upon every motive of Interell 
or Ambition. If this Conjecture be right, hi« 
Highnefs cannot fure but aitertahi a veary high 
Eilecm of fuchJ^iiniflers, who continue to aft 
iinder the dread and appearance of Succeilbr^s^ 
utmoft Diipleafure, and the threats of ' an tn^ 
raged Fatlion, whom he is fuppofed alone to 
favom^ and to be guided entirely in his judg- 
ment ot Britifi A&irs and Peribns by their 
pinions. • 

But to return from this digreffion : .The Pre- 
ience ef that Infant Prince anv>ng m coiitd not, 
. I think, in any fort be inconfiftent with the Safe- 
ty of the Queen 9 he would be in no danger of 
being corrupted in his Principles, bf expofed ih 
f his Perfon by vicious Companions 5 he could 
be a,t the head of no ta£liojis Clubs and Cabals> 
nor be attended by a hired Rabble, which hi& 
Flatterers might reprefent as Popularity. He 
would have none of tliat Impatience, which the 
frailty oS human nature gives to expefting Heil*^. 
There would be no pretence for men to make 
tlieir court by afi'efUng German Modes and Re-- 
finemnts in Drels or Behavtouif i Nor would 
there be an cccafion of infmuating to him> how 
much more his Xevee was frequented, than the 
Anti-Chambers of St. Jamei^. Add to sdl this, 
the advantages of being educated in our Religi- 
on, Laws, Language, Manners, Nature of Ihe 

Gavernment^ each 16 veiy different fwm thofe 

he 
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lit ¥A)uld teatre behiiui*' By which likewiie ho 

might be highly ufeful to his Father, if that 
{'rince ftiould happen ta furvive her Majelly. 

Tl)e late King W^tUiamj whO| after his Marri-* 
age with the Lady Mary of Englandy could have 
no probable. expeclatipn of the Crown, and very : 
little even of being a'Queeii^s huiband (the Duke * 
of York havWig a young wife) was no ftranger to 
our Language or Maimers, aud went often to 
die ChaiHsi of his. Jf t]xifx& j which I obferve the « 
rather, becaufe I could heartily wifti the like Dlf* 
pofition were Isx auotl^er Court, and becaufe it 
may b^ di&greeable to a Prince to take up new ' 
Doclrines oh a fuddeh> or jpeak to his Subje^la * 
by an Interpreter. ^ 

An ill natured or inqnifitive man may .ftill 
perhaps defire to prefs the queftion further, by 
afliing what is to be done, in cafe it (liould 16 
lia|q)ent diat this malev«^ent woikmg .Patty at 
home hath credit enough with the Court of Han-- 
dnjer to continue the Sufpicion, Jealoufy, and. 
Uoeafmeisi there againft the Queen and her Mi* 
niibry ; to make iuch demands be ftill infifted 
on, as are by no means thought proper to be 
Ijomplied with ; and in the mean time to ftand. 
at Aim's length with her Majefty, andin cloic 
Conjunction with thofe who oppole her. ' 

I take the. Anfwer to be eaiy : In all Contefta 
thefafeft way Is, to put thofe wc difpute with aa 
much in the Wrong as we can. When her Mr- 
yAf ihall have o&*^ fuch or the like QqvmS,^ 
^ ons as I have abovei^mentioited, in order to re^ 
laQVe thtfc Scrujpies artificially raife4 in the 

^ xr4ad. 
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inind of the ex]^e£bmt Heir^ and to 4ivide .hhft 
ffxwn that Faftion by which^he n fuppofed to 
have been milled \ Ihe hath done as much as • 
aoy Prince can do, and more than any ^th^r 
would probaMy do in her cafe 5 and ^1 be juf- 
tified before God and Man, whatever be the E- 
vent. The equitable Part of thofe who now fide? 
againft the Court, will {MnobaMy biimore tem-^ 
pernte ; and, if a due Dil'patch be made in pla- * 
cing the Civil and Military Power in ihe hands* 
of fiich as wiih well to the Goiiftittition, it can-- 
not be any way for the Quiet or Intereft of a 
Succeffor to gratify fo linall a Fa&ion, a$ will 
probably then re|«un, at t^^ wpetuk of a mwik 
more numerous and confiderable part of his Sub- 
jefls. Neithei* do I fee how the Principles /oi 

^ inch a Party, either m Religion or G ove r nine < i t » 
will prove very agreeable ; becaufe I think Lu^ 
tber and Cakfm feem to have di^red as much 
as any two among the Refoetners And becaufe- 
a German Prince will probably be fufpicious of 
thofe, who think'^they caa never depre& thePre*^ 
rogative enough, - 
But fuppofing, once for all, as far as polFible, 
that tb.e MleSor fhoukl utterly reftifc^to be upoa - 
any Terms of Confidence with the pre^t Mi« 
nilhy, and all olhers of their Principles, as ene- 
mies to him and the Succeffion ; nor eafy with 
the Queen hekeii^ but upon fuch Conditicmi^ 
as will not be thought conjiftent nvith her Safety 

. and Honour J and continue to place -all his hopes 
and truft^ in tl)e dilcontented Party : I tiiiifjdc k 
^ere humbly to, be wiilied, that- whenever the- 
" - ^' _ - * Succei- 
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tended by the new rrince IKould be' made by 
hmfelf^ aad Hot by his Deputies ; Becauie I am 
of opink)!^^* thM •the Claufe empowering; the 
Succeffor to appoint a lat^fj unlimited Number, 
additional to the feven Regents named in the 
My ^^t ix^ii li fy\^ that the S€€ret 

Cimmihej^ would te of inch, whofe Enmity and' 
contrary Principles difpofedthem to confound i\ki^ 
i!eft. sling IVilliamf whofe Title was mndi 
more controverted than that of her Majefly's 
Sacceflbr can ever probably be, did for ieveral 
yms leave the Adiniiiiftraticm of the Kingdom 
in the hands of Lords Juftices, during the 
height of a War, and yvhile the abdicated Prince 
hinrtieif v9bs frecj^sendy attempting an Invafion s 
From whence one might imagine, that the Re- 
gents appointed by Parliament upon the Demiie 
of the CixifWi would be able to keep tlie Peace 
during an abfence efvife^-w weeks, without any 
Colleagues. However, I am pretty confident that 
-the^ only reafixn why a power was given ot chu- 
fmg dor/nant ViceH)ys, was to take away all 
Pretence of a Necefiity to invite over a?iv of the 
Ifamily here, during her Majefty's life. So that 
I do not well apprehend what Arguments the 
•^Jbledor can ufe to infift upon both. 

X9 I^Q^H^ $ \the only way of fecurlng the 
Conttitution in Church and State, and confe- 
quently this very Protellant Succeffion itlelf, will 
bt 1^ lefi'entng 4^ Power of our domeftick Ad« 
•veriaries as nauch as can poflibly confift with the 
Lenity of our Government j and^ if tiiis be not 

* ipeediiy 
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fpeedUy done, it will be eaiy tP point where the 
Nation is to. iix tlie Blame : Foo we ara-imll 
aflTuredy that fince the account her Majeiiy re« 
ceived of the Cabals, the Triumphs, the info« 
lent Behaviour of the ^hole Faftion during her 
late Illnefs at Wind/or j (he hath been as wu 
to fee them deprived of all Power to do milchiet^ 
as any of her moil aeakms and loyal Subjefts cafi 
defircS 



• » - 

« 



» 



Digiti^ca 



C 287 3 



THO UGHTS 




• f O N. • 

Various SUBJECTS. 

J 

E have jtift enough Religibft W ifiake 
us hate, but not enough to make U3 
love one-another. 
RefleS: on things paft ; Wars, Negoci*^ 
tions, Faflions, £fr. We enter fb little int^i 
,tfaofe Interefts, that we wonder how snen.cotild 
fioffibly be lb 'bufy «rd concerned for things fqf 
tranfitory : Look on the prefent times, we hud 
the fame Humour, vet wonder not at all. 
' A wife nfrittr cttacavours, by ccfnfiderin^ all 
Gircurrtftances, to make Conjeftures, and form 
Conclulion^ ; but the fmalleft Accident inter* 
Vfenmg (aind in thtf^cotirft uf-AfiWi^ it h pn- 

poffible to forelee all) does often produce fuch 
Turns and Changes, that at laft^he isjuft.a& 
Standi in Ikrubt as the moft ignorant 

imd unexperienced pei'fon. v 

Pofitivcrtefs is Jt good quality for Preachers 

artd Orators' 5^ beWtfife he mat WoVildrottotidebia 

Thoughts and Rearfons upon a Multitude, will 
tonvihce others the more^ a$ he agpears^cohvia- 
cedB^pifelf;*'^ *'^ ' • . ; . . . 

• # How 



d by Google 



288 Thoughts on Varimu Subje^ 

How is it pofllble to expe£): that Mwlund 
will take Advice, when tii^ will iMt fi> m^dl 

as take Warning ? 

I forget whether Advkae be among the loft 
Things^ which AriSo &ys an to be f<mxtd in the 
Moon i That and Time ought to have been 
there* 

No Preacher is liftened to bot Time $ which 

gives us the fame train and turn of Thought, 
that elder peopl<> ha.ve tried in vain to put inta 
<mr heads before. 

When we defire or foUicit any thing, our 
Minds run wholly on the good fide or circum^ 
ftanees of it ; 'when 'tis obtained, our Mind^ 
run wholly on the bad ones. 

In a Clafs-Houfexho Workmen often fling in 
a fixum quantity of frefli Coals, which feems to 
difturb the Fire, but very much enlivens it. This 
ieems to allude to a gende ftirring of the Palfi^ 
ons, \hatthe Mind may not languilh* 

Religion feems to have grown an Infant with 
Age, and requires Miracles to nurie it, as it 
had in its infancy. 

All Fits of Pleafore are balanced by an equal 
degree of Pain or Languor j 'tis like fpending 
this vear partof the next gear's Revenue. 

Tne latter part of a wife man's life is taken 
up in curing the Follies, Prejudices, and i^Uk 
C>|Mitqns he had contrafted in the former. 

W'ould a Writer know how to behave him- 
felf with relation to Pofterity, let hirn coniider 
in old books what he finds that he is glad tg 
know, and what Omiffions he mod laments. 

What- 
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Whatever the Poets pretend, 'tis plain they 
glw Immottsiitf to nonie but themfdves : 'Tis 
Homer and Virgtkwt reverence and admire, not 
AcbUUs K3X Mneas. With Hifbrians it is quite 
die oofitmy } our Thoughts are taken up widi 
the AfUons, Perfons, and Events we read, and 
we little regard the Authors. 

Wbm a true ^Gd[>ius appears in the worldf 
you may know hwlf by this Sign, that theDunces 
are all in Conliftleracy againft him. 

Men^ who pofleft aU the Advantages frf* life^ 
«re in a State, where there arc many Accidents 
to dilbrder and diicompoie, but few to pleaie 
flieiii* ^ 

Tis unwife to punlih Cowards with Igno- 
miny ; for if they had regarded that, thi^}[ would 
not have been Cowards : Death is ^eir proper 
punifhraent, becaufe they fear it moft. 

The ereateft Inventions were produced in the 
times of l^oriance % as the nfe of the Cwipaftp 
Gun^onjoder^ and Printing } and by the dullel^ 
Nation, as the Germans. 

One Aliment to prove &at die conunon re«* 

lations of Ghofis and SpeSlres are generally falfe, 
may be drawn from the opinion held, that Spi- 
rits arenever feen by more than one pedfon at ft 
time J that is to fay, it feldom happens to above 
one perfon in a company to be pofTeffed with 
ttiy hig^ degree of Spleen or Melancholy. 

I*'am apt to think, that in the day of Judg-* 
ment there will be fmall allowance given to the 
Wife for their want of Morals, nor to ^ Igno- 
nut for their want of Faith, becaufe bom are 

« without ' 
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witliout excufe. This renders tlip advantages 
equal of Ignorance and Knowledgje* But (qmt 
Scruples in the Wife, and Ibme Vices in tlie 
Ignorant^ will perhaps be torgivm upon tUe 
ftrength of Temptation to each. 

The Value of feveral Circumftances In Stoiy 
leflfens very much by Diftance of time, tbougli 
fome minute circumftances are very valuable ; 
nnd It requires great Judgment in a Writei\t9 
diftinguifh. 

'Tis grown Word erf" eourie, for Writfcrs to 

fay. This critical Age, as. Divides fey. This 
finf ul Age. , *^ 

^ pleaiant to obferve, hovr free the prelent 
^Age is in laying Taxes on the next : Future Ages 
Jhall talk oj this y this /hall be famous to all Po^ 
Jleritj^* ^Whereas their Time and Thoughts 
will be taken up about preient things, as oiu-s 
are now. 

The CameUoftf "who is f^id to feed upon no*- 
thin^ but Aijr> hath of all Animals the nimbleft 
Tongue. 

When a man is made a Spiritual Peer he loies 
his Sir-name } when a Temporal, his Chiiftiaa- 
name* 

It is in Difrutes as iif Armies^ where the 

weaker fide' fets up falfe Lights, and makes a 
great Noife, to make the Enemy believe them 
more numerous and than Uiey really ?X€* 
Some men, under the notions of weeding out 
Prejudices,, eradicate Virtue, tigmeftvj and Rs- 
itgion. 
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In all wcll-Inftltuted Commonwealths, Care 
h^s been taken to limit Mens Po&ffionsi which 
i$ done for many reafims, and among the reft, 
for one which perhaps is not often confidered. 
That when bounds are (st to mens Defires^ af- 
ter they haire ac^piired as. much as the Laws will 
permit them, their private Intcreft is at an end, 
and they have nothing to do but to take can of 
&e Pnblick* 

There are but three ways for a man to re* 
venjre himfelf of the Cenfure of the World ; to 

. deijpife it^ to return the lik^, or to endeavour to 
live To as to avoid it : The firft of thcfe is ufu- 
ally pretended ; the lad is ahnoft impoiUble { 
the univerfal pra£l:ice is for the lecond* 

Hersdotiis tells us, that in cold Countries 
Seafts vei*y feldom have Horns, but in hot they 
have very large one$« This mif^t bear a plea* » 

'fent Application, 

I never heard a finer piece of Satire againft 
Lawperjf %han that of Ajirologersj when they 

-pretend by Rules of Art to tell when a Suit will 
end, and whether to the advantage of the Plain- 
tt/F or Defendiuit ; thus making the mattei* de- 

^pend entirely upon the Influence of the Stars,^ 

MFtth<»it the leaft regard' to the Merits of the 
. Cauie. 

The Expre/Tion in Apocrypha about Tohlt and 
' his Dog tbilowing him^ I have often heard ri * 
: dicacded, yet Homer has the fame words of 7eli'» 
- mac ki/s move than once j and r/rg^iV fays fome- 

thing like it of Jinjand^r. And X take the book 

of ^obit to be j^rtly pqetkaU 
t ^ P d I haw 
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' I have known feme tnen pofiUfed of good 

Qualities, which were very lerviceabie to otherSf 
but ufele& to* thexafdves \ like a Sun-dial on 
the front of a houfe, to mfbrm the Neighbours 
and Paffengers, but not the Owner within. 

ilf a man would regifter ali hi$ ^eqpaiioiis upon 
Love, Politidcs, Religion, Learning) Sfr. be- 
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ti adiftions woald appear at laftf 

What they do in Heaven we are ignorant of ; 
vrha« tliey do not we are told a^irefly. That 
tibey neither many, nor are given in Marriage* 

When a Man obleiTes the choice of Juadiea 
now-a-days an the diQ[>en&^ of Ibeir FavourBy 
can he forbear paying feme vmeration to the 
Memory of thole Mai es mentioned by Xeno* 
fbon\ whO| while their Manes were on^ that 
IS, while they were in their Beauty^ wonld ner 
ver admit the Embraces of an Als. 

'Tis a niiferable thing to live in Su^pencei 
it is the life of a Spidar. 

n^ve quid^m^ pende tameny mproha^ dixit* 

Ovid, Me^m. 

The Stoical Scheme of fiipplying our Wants, 
by lopping off our Defires, is li^^e cuttm|( off 
otir Feet when we vvant StKsies. 

» Phyficians ought not to give their judgment cf 
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' The Reafon wty fo few Maiiiages are happy, 
19^ becaufe young Ladies ^ fpend their time in 
iMkiiig wt in making Cs^ges. 

If a man will pbferve as he walks the Streets, 
I believe lite will 6nd the merrieft Countenances 
ili Mouming'-Coacbes* 

Nothing more unqualifies a man to a6l with 

Prudence^ than a mistbrutne that is attended 
nitiL Shame and Guilt. 

The Power of Fortune is confeffed only by • 
ibe iBiferabie ; for the happy impute all their 
Soecefii to PMdeoce or Merit* 

Ambition often put3 men upon doing the 
meaneii Offices 9 lb dip^bing is peribrmed in the 
ftme pofture.wkfa creeping. 0 
, 111 Company is like a Dog, who dirts thofe 
mofty'^whom he loves beft« 
' Cenfore is die Tax a man pays totiie^ublick 
for being eminent. 

Although men are accufed for not knowing 
liheir own Weaknefs, yet perhaps as few^know 
their own Strength. It is in men as in Soils, 
where ibmetimes there is a of Gold> which 
the Owner knows not of • 

Satire is reckoned the eafieft of all Wit ; but^ 
I take it to be othemife in very bad times : For 
ifr^sas hardto fetirize well a man of diftin- 
guiihed Vices, as to praife well a man of diftin- 
guiihed Virtues. It is ealy enough to do either 
to people of moderate CbaraS^^rs. • 

Invention is the Talent of Youth, and Judg- 
ment of Age; fo that our judgment grows 
liardier to ploRiie^ when we lAve fewer diings to 

D d X offer 
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cfFcr it : This goes through t^e whole Com- 
merce of Life. When we are old, our Friends 
find it difficult to pieiUe w% and are k6 conoeni- 
cd whether Mre be pleafed or AO. 

No wife man ever wifhed to be younger. 

An idle Reafon leifen$ tho^ weiglit of the good 
cfiies you gave before* 

Tiie Motives of the beft Aftions will not bear 
too drift an enquiry. It is alloweds thattfa^ 
Caufe of mcft araons, goodorbad^ rnav be rei*» 
folved into the Love of ourfelves j but tne^elf- 
love of fome men inclines them to pleafe ctbons 
and &e Self<>Icve of o&ars is wholly employed 
in pleafing themfelves. This makes the great 
diftinftion between Virtue and Vice. Rchgioa. 
is the beft Motive of all AftionSj yetRclIgioa 
is allowed to be the higheft inftance of Self*love*: 
• Wheii the Wprld has once begun to u& us 
illy it afterwards contintiies the fame treatment 
with lefs Scruple or Ceremony^ as Mqu do to 
A Whore* . . r 

OW Mmi view beft at a Diftance with ' Ae 
Eyes of their Underftanding^ as well. as with 
tlu>fe of Nature. 

* Some people t^e more care , ta lude their 

Wifdom than their Folly. * * • 

' Arbitrary Power is the natural. Objeft o£ 
Temptation to a Prince ; as Wine or Women 
to a young Fellow, or a Bribe to a Judge, or 
Avarice to old Age, or Vanity to a Woman. - 
^ Antliauy HnsrAfV Farmer dying of an AJllmiaj 
faid. Well, if I can get this Breath once out^ 
111 uke care it Ihail never get in again. : 

' ^ ^ The 
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\ Tjic Humoni' of exploding many things un- 
der the name of Trifles, Foppmes, and only 
. imaginary Goods, is a very lalie Proof either 
^ Wifdom or Magnanimity , and a great Check 
to irirtuous A^kions, - For inftance, with regard 
to Fame : There is in mott people a rclii6\ance 
and uowillingnefs to be forgotten. Wc obferve 
even among die Vulgar, how fond they are to 
have an Infcription over their Grave. It re-, 
quires but little Philolbphy to difcover and ob- 
ferve, that there is no mtrinfick value in all this ; 
however, if it be founded in our Nature, as an 
jpcitement to Virtue, it ought not to be ridi* 
culed. 

Complaint is the Inrgeft Tribute Heaven xx- 
C^ves, /md the iincereit part of ouf Devotion. » 

The common Fluency of Speech in many. 
Men, and moft Women, is owing to a fcarcity 
of Matter, and a fcai'city of Words ; for who- 
ever is a Mafter of Language, and hath a mind 
full of Ideas, will be apt in fpeaking 10 hefilate 
upon the Chaice of both \ whereas common 
Speakers have only one iett of Ideas, and one 
fett of Words to cloath them in ; and thefe are 
always xeady at the mouth : So people come 
fefter out of a Church when it is ^almoft empty, 
than when a crowd is at the door. 

Few ve qualiiied to Jbine in Company \ but 
it is in moft Men's power to be agreeable. The 
Reafon therefore why Converfation runs fo lov/ 
at prefent, is not the defe£i of Underftanding, 
but Pricle^ Vanity, Ill-nature, Aife6lation, Sin- 

D d 3 gularity. 
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giilarit}', Pofitlvencfs^ or fome o.tbqc Vkc^ j&0 
vfieft of a. wrong Education. ♦ * 

To be Vain is rather a mark of Humility than 
Pride* Vain men delight in telling >tfhat Ho^ 
lYOurs have been done them, what great - Gom^ 
pany they have kept, and the like 5 by which 
they plainly confefs, that thelb honours v/ere 
more than theic Due, and fiich as their Friends 
would not believe if they had not been told : 
Whereas a tnan truly Proud tliinks the greateft 
Honours below his Merit, and conicquently 
fcorns to boaft. I therefore deliver it as a Ma- 
xini> that whoever deiijires the Chara£Ur of ^ 
. proud man, ought to conceal his Vanity . . „ . 

Law, in a irec Country, is, or ought to be, 
the Determin^^tion of tlie Majority ot-thoj^ whe 
have Property in Land. 

One argument ufed to the Diuulvantage of 
Providence, I take to be a very ftrong one in its 
Defenee. It is obje£led, that Storms and Tem- 
pefts, unfiuitful Seafons, Serpents, Spiders^ 
iXicSf and other noxious or troubldbme Ani^ 
mal$9 with many more inftances of the like 
kind, difcovcr an Iinpcifeflion in Nature, be* 
cau(e human Life would be much eaiie£ \vithout 
them : But the Defign of Providence may dear* 
ly be perceived in this proceeding. The mo- 
tions of the Sun and Moon j in fhort, tlie wliol^ 
iSyftem of tiie Univerfe, as as Philofopkers 
have been able to difcovcr and obferve, are in 
the utmoft degree of Regularity and Perfeftian^ 
but wherever God hath left to Man the Power 
of in^rpofing a Remedy L) Thought or La- 
" * ♦ bour^ 



btm^^ there he thath placed diings in a State of 

Impei'.efticn, on purpofe to ttir up human In- 
<luftty> witlu>ut wiiick Life would fta[^nate, or 
iitdeecjiTSMinri could not iisbfift at aU ; iMth at-. 
£munt mortalm cor da*, 

r Pjaiie ia the Daughter of prefent Power. 
^ How mconfiflmt is Man in^tb kimfeif ! 

I have known feveral Perlbns, of great fame 
i^r Wiubm in publick Affairs- and Councils^ 
governed by fooliih i:ermas«' 
f; i have known great Miniitei*?:, cliftirguiflied 
for Wit and Leamingy who preierred none hut 

... I have known Men x>f great Valour Covvarda 
to theii- Wives. * . ^ 

I have known Men the greatei^ Cunning ' 

perpetually cheated* ' - 
M ^ I Jknew three great Miniilers^ who could ex- 
n£lly compute ami iettie (he Accompts of a 

iKingdom, but were wholly ignorant of their 

own OeconomY* • / ' . 

^ The Meaclith^ of i>ivin'e& Kelps to preftnre 
rvrcU -inclined men in the couvfe of Virtue^ but 
•leldom or jievcr reclaims the \'iciou|4 
X £)rin<« afiiatiy^ttaake wi&r Choicedi than the 

Servants whom they trull for the difpofal of 
« Places : I have known a Prince, more than 
•^ce^ chufe aft! iMSt Minifter ; but I never ob- 
lei*vcd that Minifter to ufe his Credit in the dif- 
pofal of an employment to a perfbn, whom hc 
^dmght Ihe ^totfft tor \U One q& the greateft in 
- lUs age o^ivned, and cxcufed the matttT from 
€ * . . the 
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tbe Violence of Partiesj and tke UwealmiiUe^ 

nefs of Friends. ; \ . ^ 

Small Cauib^e |u&cienttQ make a man un« 
ea^yy^ when great im» are ^ ia lbs- way : For 
want of a he will ftumble at a Straw, m . ^ 
Digni^, high- St^oja, or great Riches, are' 
in fpme'^fort niice&ry JU> old .ttttiy in order to 
keep the younger at a diftance, *who ape other- 
wile too apt to.infuk th^m.ujpon the icore of 
their^. V* - » ^ ' < 

Every man defires to Uve. long j Jbutwunan 
>ypuld be old, . . 

Love of Flattery in moft Men proceeda from 
the mean Opinion they hm'tof 'weinfelves j in 
Wo men 'from the contrary. 

If Boo|^> 9.nd htcm cgtsgaMe to tncreafe m 
they have done for fifty years paft, I 6m in fome 
ciHicern fc^c 6it^i:e age$, how any man will be 
Xcarned, ' any man a tawyer* • ' 

Kings are commonly faid to hawre bngHgndi^ 
I v/ilh they had as Jong Ears. 

•Prince* in- their Iilfanc$rt Childhood, and 
Yt>utli5 are faid to difcover prodigious Parts 
and Wit, to fpeak tilings that furprize and a- 
ftenifli 4 .Stran^r (b many hopeful Prin<«s, and 
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Wifdom and Virtue : If they live, they a» of^ 
Prodigies indeed, but of another Swt* . 
'^olitic]^> as the Word is commonly under- 
ftood, ate notiiing hut CbrriiptimiSf. and <;w&* 
^uehdy of no ufe to a good jK.ing> or a good 
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Miniftry ; for which rcafoft: Courts arc ib oyer- 
ilto with JPblttieks*^ 

♦ Silenusy the Foftcr-fathcr of Bacchusy is at-- 
ways carried by zn^Afs^ and has Horns his 
head* The Moral is, that Drunkards are led* 
by Fools, and have a, great chance to be Cue* 
kolds. • . 

Ferns f a bMutifol good-^jliati»r'4. Xady/ was 
Ac Goddefs of Love ; JunOy a terrible Shrew, 
the Goddefs of Marnage :.,and they .were 
ways mortal £aieiiu^. * 
' Thqfewho are againft Religion ^ muflr needs 
he Fools 5 and therefore we read that, of all 
iinimaif> God reFufeid the Firfi-bom of an Afii* 

A very Htde Wit is valwd sn a Wc^inan, as 
we are pleafed with a few wbircj^ f]^ken plain 
by a Panrot. ' * . : 
\ A nice iMn» is4i man tdf nafty Idt^as.' 

JpoUo was held the God of Phyfidc> and. 
Sender of Difeafes. Both were cnigiiiaily the 
&mtt trade, and ftilt continue. 
' Old Men and Comets have been reverenced ' 
for the iame reafon i . their long Bourdfe, and 
Pretences to forctel £vent8« 

A Perfon was alked at Court, what he 
thought of an AmbaiTador afid bis Train, wjip , 
were all embroidery and lace, full of bows, 
cringes and geftnrcs 5 he faid, it was SolopiQn'z 
-importation, Gold and Apes. * \ 

There Is a ftory in Paufanids^ of a Plot for 
-betraying of a Gity tiifcovcred by the braying of 
an A/s : The cackling of Ge^e &ved tht €api^ 
Ul^ and CatiUne'M Confpiracy was difc^vered by 
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a Wlore. Thefe are the only three Animak^ 
as far as I remember, famous in hiftory for 
E<vidences and hiformers. • 

Moft forts of Diverfion in Men, Children^ 
and other Animals, is an imitation of Fighting. 

Angiifim meeting an Afs with a lucky Name 
foretold himfelf ^ood fortune. I meet many- 
Aires; but none ot them have lucky Names. 

If a man makes me keep my Diftance, the 
Comf*>rt is, he keeps his at the lame time. 

Who can deny, that all men are violent Lo- 
vers of Truth, when we fee them fo pofitive in 
their Errors, which tliey will maintain out of 
their zeal to Truth, although they contradift 
themfell^es every day of their lives ?. 

' ^hat ^uas excellently obfer^edy fay I, when I 
read a paffage in an Author, where his opinion 
agrees with mine. When we differ, there I 
pronounce him to be mijiaken. 

Very fevv men, properly fpeaking, live at 
piefent, but are providing to live another time. 

As univerial a praftice as Lying is, and as 
eafy a one ^s it feems, I do not remember to 
have heard three good Lies in all my Conver- 
iation, eveft from thofe who wes:e moft cel«'* 
brated in that faculty. 



4 . .« ' 

FINIS. 



J Google 



